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The following compilation of the Tenement House 
Laws of New Yorli, includes the Tenement House 
Act, as amended in 1901 and 1902, and those portions 
of the Greater New Yorli Charter which relate to the 
powers and duties of the Tenement House Depart- 
ment. A very full index has been provided. This 
edition has been prepared for the immediate use of 
the employees of the Department. A new edition 
with explanatory notes, diagrams and plans, is eon- 
templ«it^ ^^ t^i^ n^^Y future. 

L. V. 
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47 



1342 


66 


121 


46 


1344 


68 


105 


43 



24 



58 



73 



48 



76 
60 



45 



74 
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SECTIONS. 

Children (Continued)— 

deaths of to be distinguished from adults 
in Tenement House Department 

records 13441 

Chimneys, all buildings 84 

City- 
action against for recovery of damages 

may be maintained 1344d 

departments to co-operate with Tene- 
ment House Department upon request. 1344m 

treasury, penalties to be paid into 163 

Civil service — 

laws to limit appointments and re- 
movals 1329 

examination provided for certain police 
to be detailed to Tenement House 

Squad 1344n 

Cleaning— 

of shafts and courts, all buildings 106 

of walls and ceilings, all buildings 108 

Cleanliness of buildings, all buildings 105 

Clerks 1329 

Closet under stairs to upper stories for- 
bidden, non-flreproof new buildings.... 25 
Closets, long hopper, permitted in yards, 

old buildings 100 

Code- 
Building 162 

Building, sections not inconsistent with 

act not to be abrogated 125 

Building, violation of in tenement houses 127 
Collection of penalties to be made by attor- 
ney 1344c 

Combustible materials, storage of pro- 
hibited, all buildings 40 

Commencement of work before approval of 

plans forbidden 1342 

121 
Commission for receiver of rents and profits 

10 per cent, of collections 150 
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77 
5S 



60 



77 

44 
45 
43 
60 

13 

41 

58 

48 
49 

70 

18 

66 
46 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Commissioner — 

appointment of 1326 59 

defined 1344o 78 

deputy 1327 59 

deputy, signature, Courts to take 

judicial notice of 1332 62 

may administer oath 1337 64 

may design and adopt a departmental 

seal 1332 62 

may make regulations governing depart- 
ment and employees 1329 60 

may organize necessary bureaus 1330 61 

may provide for publicity of records.... 1334 63 

may take affidavit 1337 64 

of Police to detail policemen to Tene- 
ment House Department upon request. 1344n 77 
of Police to discipline policemen in 

Tenement House Squad 1344n 77 

salary 1326 59 

signature. Courts to take judicial notice 

of 1332 62 

Tenement House, term of office 1326 59 

title 1326 59 

to appoint all subordinates 1327 59 

1329 60 

to approve plans and specifications if 

lawful 3342 66 

to assign employees to dilYerent bureaus. 1330 61 

to assign inspectors to different parts of 

city 1330 61 

to cause inspection of tenement houses 
in course of construction or altera- 
tion 1343 68 

to cause monthly inspections of com- 
pleted tenement houses 1344a 69 

to have discretionary power as to fre- 
quency of inspection of tenement 
houses where monthly rental is $25 
or more 1344a 69 



INDEX. 



SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Commissioner (Continued)— 

to investigate complaints 1338 64 

to issue orders requiring removal of 

violations 1344a 69 

to keep complaint booic 1338 64 

to make annual report 1333 63 

to pay monthly to comptroller all 

moneys collected 1344c 70 

to prescribe duties of inspectors in in- 
spection bureau 1330 61 

to prescribe form, manner and scope of 

reports of inspectors 1336 63 

to prescribe manner and form of keeping 

records 1330 61 

to receive moneys collected by counsel.. 1344c 70 

to receive reports of inspectors 1336 63 

Compartment, water-closet, new floors to 

be waterproof, old buildings 100 41 

Compartments — 

separate, for each water-closet, old 

buildings 100 41 

water-closet, new, lighting and ventila- 
tion of, old buildings 100 41 

Compensation- 
due employee to be forfeited upon con- 
viction of receiving bribe, compensa- 
tion or gratuity 1266 97 

1344f 72 

unlawful, penalty for receiving 1266 97 

1344f 72 

Complaint book — 

open to public examination 1338 64 

to be kept 1338 64 

Complaints to be investigated 1338 64 

Compliance, time for 164 58 

Comptroller, monthly collection of moneys 

to be paid to 1344c 70 

Concreting of courts, shafts, areas and 

yards required, new buildings 93 37 



XXVi IKDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Condemnation— 

of infected and uninhabitable houses by 

Tenement House Department 1299 US 

of infected and uninhabitable houses, 

proceedings for 1300 119 

Conduct of sales in Tenement House De- 
partment, rules of practice for, to be 
established by justices of Appellate 

Division of Supreme Court 149 56 

Construction — 

of tenement houses, permit for not to bs 
granted by Bureau of Buildings until 
certificate of approval of Tenement 
House Commissioner has been filed in 

Bureau of Buildings 1342 66 

of tenement houses, supervision of 1343 68 

or alteration before approval of plans 

forbidden 1342 66 

121 46 
Contagious diseases, deaths from to be re- 
corded in Tenement House Department. 13441 74 
Contractor violating building laws in tene- 
ment houses, penalty 127 49 

Conversion — 

of buildings to tenement houses, duty of 
new Building Bureau to examine 

plans for 1330 61 

of buildings to tenement houses, permit 
for not to be granted until certificate 
of approval of Tenement House Com- 
missioner has been filed in Bureau of 

Buildings ' 1342 66 

of building to tenement house, permit 

necessary 1342 66 

121 46 

Conviction of employee for receiving bribe, 
compensation or gratuity to involve 

forfeiture of office 1266 97 

1344f 72 



INDEX. 

SECTIONS. 

Co-operation — 

and assistance of Police and Building 

Departments 1202 

1344h 
of other city departments with Tene- 
ment House Department upon re- 
quest 1344m 

of Police Department 1202 

Corner lot, percentage occupied, new build- 
ings 51 

Corner lots- 
exceeding 50 feet in width, yards of, new 

buildings 54-55 

less than 100 feet deep, yards of, new 

buildings 55 

yards of, new buildings 55 

Corporation Counsel- 
to act as counsel to receiver of rents 

and profits 150 

to assign assistants to department 1339 

to conduct legal proceedings 1344c 

Costs, security for in taxpayer's action 

against tenement house 146 

Cotton, storage of forbidden, all buildings.. 40 

Counsel — 

corporation counsel to act as, to receiver 

of rents and profits 150 

to department, corporation counsel to as- 
sign 1339 

to department, powers of 1344c 

to receive payment of penalties 1344c 

to sue for and collect penalties 1344c 

County clerk's office, copy of judgment to 

be filed in 129 

Courses of brick to project, new buildings. 27 
Court- 
definition 2 (3) 

inner, definition 2 (3) 
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84 
73 



77 
84 



20 



21 
21 



57 
64 
70 

55 

18 



57 

64 
70 
70 
70 

49 
14 

1 
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XXViii INDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Court (Continued)— 

may order property to be sold at public 

auction 149 56 

outer, definition 2 (3) 1 

street, definition 2 (3) 1 

Supreme, justices of Appellate Division 
to establish rules of practice for con- 
duct of sales in Tenement House De- 
paVtment 149 56 

to have discretion in imposing fine or 

imprisonment 126 48 

windows in stair halls fireproof, new 

buildings 18 10 

yard, definition 2 (3) 1 

Courts— 

and shafts, access to bottom, all build- 
ings 106 44 

and shafts, self-closing door at bottom, 

all buildings 106 44 

and shafts, walls of to be painted or 

whitewashed, all buildings 107 44 

distance below fioors of living rooms, 

new buildings 93 37 

fire escapes in, allowed, nevv buildings... 57 22 

fire escapes in, forbidden, all buildings.. 12 (1) 5 

30 15 

inner and outer, angles of, new build- 
ings 64 27 

inner, ducts for, new buildings 63 27 

inner, inclosed on four sides in three- 
story six-family new buildings 62 26 

inner, inclosed on four sides, width and 

length of, new Buildings 62 26 

inner, inclosed on four sides, width and 
length proportionate to height of 
building, new buildings 62 26 

inner, intakes for, new buildings 63 27 

inner, length and width, three-story six- 
family new buildings 61 25 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Courts iConiinucd)— 

inner, offsets in, new buildings 62 26 

inner, on lot line, length and width, may 

be decreased, new buildings 61 25 

inner, on lot line, length and width, 

when to be increased, new buildings.. 61 25 

inner, on lot line, length of, new build- 
ings 61 25 

inner, on lot line, width of, new build- 
ings 61 25 

inner, on lot line, size proportionate to 

height of building, new buildings 61 25 

inner, passageways for, new buildings... 63 27 

inner, recesses in, new buildings 62 26 

may start at level of second tier of 

beams, new buildings 64 27 

not to be covered at top, new buildings. 57 22 

not to be decreased beyond minimum, 

new buildings 66 28 

outer, between wings, width of, new 

buildings 59 23 

outer, change of direction in, provisions 

applicable thereto, new buildings 60 24 

outer, offsets in,) new buildings 60 24 

outer, on lot line, width of, new build- 
ings 58 23 

outer, recesses in, new buildings 60 24 

outer, width of, in three-story six-family 

new buildings 58-59 23 

outer, width where depth is less than 

minimum width, new buildings 60 24 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1344a 69 

powers not impaired 125 48 

projection of new flre escapes in, all 

buildings 57 22 

skylight at bottom of, new buildings 64 27 

to be concreted, graded, drained and 

sewer connected, new buildings 93 37 



XXX INDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Courts {Continued)— 

to be open, new buildings 57 22 

to take judicial notice of departmental 

seal 1332 62 

to take judicial notice of signature of 

commissioner 1332 62 

to take judicial notice of signature of 

deputy commissioner 1332 62 

Cow not to be kept on premises, all build- 
ings 110 45 

Cubic feet of air required, all buildings 112 4S 

Damp-proofing — 

and waterproofing of foundation walls, 

new buildings 92 37 

and waterproofing of lowest floors, new 

buildings 92 57 

lowest floor, basement and cellar rooms, 

old buildings 97 (6) 40 

of basement and cellar floors, new build- 
ings 91 (6) 37 

of walls, new buildings 91 (5) 37 

92 37 

Dangerous — 

buildings, powers of Tenement House De- 
partment relative thereto 1176 81 

buildings, proceedings relative thereto... 1176 81 

1344h 73 

businesses, all buildings 42 19 

Date of erection of tenement house to be 
recorded In Tenement House Depart- 
ment 13441 74 

Death— 

of owner, notice of to be filed by ex- 
ecutor or administrator 131 50 

rate of each tenement house to be re- 
corded in Tenement House Depart- 
ment 13441 74 
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SECTIONS. 

Deaths— 

from contagious diseases to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 

from infectious diseases to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 

occurring In tenement houses to be re- 
corded In Tenement House Depart- 
ment 13441 

Deceptive reports by employees, punish- 
ment for 1266 

1344f 
Decrease of length and width, Inner courts 

on lot line, new buildings 61 

Deed for sale of property to be made by 

Tenement House Department 149 

Defendant, Tenement House Department to 

be 1259 

Definition of nuisance 1287 

Definitions 1229 

2 
In charter 1344o 

Department — 

defined 1344o 

Fire, certain rights, powers and duties 
transferred to and conferred upon 

Tenement House Department 1341 

general powers and duties of 1340 

Injunctions against, when to bo granted. 1260 
may require reports from other depart- 
ments 1344k 

need not give an undertaking 1344b 

of Buildings, assistance and co-operation 

of 1202 

]344h 

of Buildings, powers not Impaired 125 

of Buildings, rights, powers and duties 
as to fire escapes on completed tene- 
ment houses transferred to Tenement 
House Department 1341 



74 



74 



74 

97 
72 

25 

56 

90 

107 

86 

1 

78 



65 
65 
91 

76 
70 

84 
73 
48 
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SECTIONS. 

Department (Coniinued) — 

of Buildings, rights, powers and duties 
with regard lo lighting and ventilation 
of tenement houses transferred to 
Tenement House Department 1341 

of Buildings, transfer of books, papers, 
records, etc.. to Tenement House De- 
partment 13441 

of Health, actions commenced by may be 
prosecuted by Tenement House De- 
partment 1344p 

of Health, existing powers not to be ab- 
rogated or impaired 1340 

of Health, powers not Impaired 125 

of Health, provisions of charter relative 
to, applicable to Tenement House De- 
partment 1344h 

of Health, rights, powers and duties 
with regard to lighting and vciltilation 
of tenement houses transferred to 
Tenement HoAise Department 1341 

of Health, transfer of books, papers, 
records, etc., to Tenement House De- 
partment 13441 

of Police, actions commenced by may 
be prosecuted by Tenepient House De- 
partment 1344p 

of Police assistance 1202 

of Police to furnish weekly statement of 
arrests of persons living in tenement 
houses 1344 j 

of Water Supply not to permit water to 
be furnished in new buildings without 

certificate 1344 

123 

powers and duties of 1340-1344h 

Tenement House, may require changes 
made at earlier period than time fixed 
by act 164 



63 



76 



78 



65 
48 



65 



76 



73 
84 



76 



47 
65-73 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Department (Continued)— 

Tenement House, powers of in regard to 

repair of buildinge 1171-1176 80-84 

to approve plans and specifications 1342 66 

121 46 

to furnish blank for filing specifications. 1342 66 

121 46 

to keep statistics of tenement houses 1334 63 

Departmental — 

actions, proceedings, authority and 

orders to be regarded as judicial 1261 91 

orders, actions for violation of 1262 91 

proceedings presumed legal 1261 91 

right to make any order to be presumed. 1261 91 

Departments — 

of city to co-operate with Tenement 

House Department upon request 1314m 77 

to send reports to Tenement House De- 
partment 1344J 75 

Deputy- 
chief inspector 1329 60 

Commissioner may administer oath 1337 64 

Commissioner may take affidavit 1337 64 

Commissioner's signature, courts to take 

Judicial notice of 1332 62 

Commissioners, salaries of 1327 59 

Detail— 

from Police Department 1329 60 

of policemen to Tenement House Depart- 
ment by Police Commissioner 1344n 77 

Diminution— 

of lot restricted, old buildings 76 32 

of yards restricted, old buildings 77 32 

Diphtheria, deaths from to be recorded In 

Tenement House Department 13441 74 

Dirt, accumulations of forbidden, all build- 
ings 105 43 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Discipline — 

of employees 1331 62 

of police in Tenement House Squad under 

jurisdiction of Police Department 1344n 77 

Discretionary power in modifying pro- 
visions of act forbidden 162 &8 

Discretionary powers of commissioner as to 
frequency of inspection of tenement 
houses where monthly rental is $25 
or more 1344a 69 

Diseases — 

contagious, deaths from to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 74 

infectious, deaths from to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 74 

Disinfection of site of school-sink or privy 

vault, old buildings 100 41 

Disobedience of ordei*s, punishment for 1257-1269 88-99 

1344h 73 

Dispensaries — 

and hospitals to make weekly statements 
of sickness to Tenement House De- 

partn^ent 1344J 76 

department may require reports from 1344k 76 

Displaying badge, emblem or insignia of 

department without authoilty 1267 98 

1344g 73 

Dispossess proceedings cannot be brought 
by owner if new building is occupied 

without eertincaio 1344 68 

123 47 
Divisions of department for different bor- 
oughs 1328 CO 

Door— 

of bulkhead not to be locked, old build- 
ings 32 16 

&ash. equivalent of window in public 

halls, new buildings 74 31 



SECTIONS. 

Door (Continued)^ 

self-closing, at bottom of shafts and 

courts, all buildings 106 

Doors — 

in stair halls, fireproof, non-fireproof 

new buildings 19 

to be fireproof and self-closing at all 

openings in new shafts, all buildings.. 37 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 

to halls from paint, liquor and drug 

stores to be fireproof, all buildings 42 

Drainage — 

of basement and cellar rooms occupied 

for living purposes, old buildings 97 (7) 

of roofs, all buildings 103 

Draining of courts, shafts, areas and yards 

required, new buildings 93 

Drains to be kept clean, all buildings 105 

Drip trays prohibited, new buildings 95 

Drop ladders, new fire escapes 12 (8) 

Drug stores- 
doors to halls from, to be fireproof, all 

buildings 42 

transoms to halls forbidden, all build- 
ings 42 

Duct— 

for vent shafts, all buildings 85 

when necessary, for new air shafts in 

old buildings 81 

when necessary, for new light shafts in 

old buildings 81 

Ducts for inner courts, new buildings 63 

Dumb-waiter shafts, new, all buildings — 37 

Duties— 

and powers 121-129 

and powers, general 1340 

and powers of department 1340-1344h 

of bureaus 1330 

of employees 1329 



44 



10 



17 
43 



19 



40 
43 

37 
43 

38 
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19 
19 
35 
34 

34 

27 
17 

46-50 
65 

65-74 
61 
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65 



65 
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65 



Duties iContinued)- sections, pages. 

of inspectors in inspection bureau to be 

prescribed by commissioner ^330 

rights and powers of Department of 
Buildings as to fire escapes on c<Hn- 
pleted tenement houses transferred to 
Tenement House Department U41 

rights and powers of Heaith and Build- 
ing Departments with regard to light- 
ing and ventilation of tenement 
houses transferred to Tenement House 
Department ^^^ 

rights and powers of Police and Fire 
Departments as to obstruction of fire 
escapes transferred to Tenement 
HDUse Department 1343^ 

rights and powers transferred to and con- 
ferred upon Tenement House Depart- 
ment by Fire Department 1341 

Effect, time when act takes 165 gg 

Egress— 

in case of fire, additional means of, old 

buildings 31 ig 

in case of fire, new buildings 12 4 

35 17 

in case of fire, old buildings 12 4 

29-30 15 

31 16 

35 17 

Elevator shafts, all buildings 37 17 

Elevator, when equivalent to separate fiight 

of stairs in fireproof new buildings.... 16 9 

Employees 1329 60 

and officers not personally liable for acts 

done In performance of duties 1344d 71 

assignment to different bureaus by com- 
missioner 1330 61 

designated by commissioner or deputy 

may take aflldavit 1337 64 
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97 


1344f 


72 


1326 


69 


1266 


97 


1344f 


72 


1329 


60 


1331 


62 



INDEX. XXXVii 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Employees (Coniinued)— 

discipline of 1331 62 

making false returns and deceptive re- 
ports, punishment for 1266 97 

1344f 72 
minimum number m New Building Bu- 
reau 1329 60 

not to receive bribes, compensation or 
gratuity 

of Tenement House Department 

punishment for receiving bribe, com- 
pensation or gratuity 

removal of 

suspension of 

Enclosed on four sides, inner courts, width 

and length of, new buildings 62 26 

Enclosure— 

of entrance halls, fireproof new buildings. 20 11 

of new shafts in cellar 37 17 

of water-closets with woodwork forbid- 
den, new buildings 95 38 

Encumbrance — 

of fire escapes, all buildings 35 17 

of flre escapes, penalty for 126 48 

of fire escapes, police magistrate to have 

Jurisdiction to impose fine for 126 48 

of fire escapes, rights, powers and duties 
of Fire and Police Departments trans- 
ferred to Tenement House Depart- 
ment 1341 65 

of ladder to scuttle forbidden, old build- 
ings 32 16 

of space under stairs to upper stories 

forbidden, non-fireproof new buildings. 25 13 

of stairs to roof, new buildings 13 8 
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INDEX. 



SECTIONS. 

Encumbrance {Continued)— 

of stairs to roof, old buildings 32 

plates on new fire escapes 12 (9) 

Enforcement of act 124 

Entrance— 

for each flight of stairs, new buildings... 17 

to cellar required, new buildings 26 

Entrance hall- 
enclosed with brick walls, new buildings 

over three stories 20 

width of, new buildings 20 

width to be increased, when, new build- 
ings 20 

Entrance halls- 
enclosure of, fireproof new buildings 20 

lighting at night, all buildings 82 

lighting of, new buildings 72 

to be fireproof if number of rooms in- 
creased or height increased, old build- 
ings 33 

Entry, right of, officers of department to all 

buildings 1344e 

Escape- 
in case of fire, new buildings 12 

35 

in case of fire, old buildings 12 

29-30 

31 

35 

Evidence, rules of 145 

Examination— 

and appearance of witnesses 1258 

before justices of Supreme Court, order 

for 1257 

of all buildings by employees of depart- 
ment authorized 1344e 

of plans and specifications 1342 

121 



16 

8 

48 

9 
14 



11 
11 

11 

11 
34 
30 

16 
71 

4 

17 
4 
15 
16 
17 
54 



71 
66 
46 



xxxlx 



SECTIONS. 

Examining— 

plans duly of New Building Bureau 1333 

specilicationa duty of New Building 

Bureau 1330 

Excelsior, storage of forbidden, all build- 
ings 40 

Executive head of diyision for Brooklyn, 
Queens or Richnaond, commissioner 
may designate 1328 

Executor to flle notice stating death of 

owner 131 

Existing— 

fire escapes on tenement houses, when 

sufficient 29 

tenement house lot, diminution of re- 
stricted, old buildings 76 

tenement house yards, diminution of re- 
stricted, old buildings 77 

tenement houses, enlargement of re- 
stricted 76 

tenement houses, increase of height re- 
stricted 77a 

Expenditures for departmefit, commissioner 

may make 1331 

Expenses — 

incurred by department, reimbursement 

for 1275-1280 

1344h 

reimbursement for 1275-1280 

Exposure of plumbing pipes, new buildings. 96 

Failure — 

of employee to properly perform his duty 

may cause forfeiture of salary or part. 1331 

of general water supply by city authori- 
ties, all buildings 104 

to comply with orders of department 1202 

to flle owner's name, penalty for 126 
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61 



18 



50 



32 



32 



32 



32 



62 



99-107 
73 

99-107 
38 



62 

43 
84 
48 
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SECJTIONS. 

False returns and deceptive reports by em- 
ployees, punishment for 1266 

1344f 

False impersonation of an officer of the de- 
partment 1267 

1344g 

Families — 

number occupying house, statement to be 

filed 131 

one water-closet for every two, old 

buildings ICO 

Family, separate water-closet for each, 

new buildings 95 

Fat boiling establishments — 

ceiling and sidewalls to be fireproof, all 

buildings 41 

openings from forbidden, all buildings... 41 

Fat boiling, when allowed, all buildings... 41 

Fecal matter not to be placed in improper 

places, all buildings 105 

Feed, storage of forbidden, all buildings... 40 

P'ees — 

counsel, not allowed to receiver of rents 

and profits 150 

not allowed to receiver of rents and 

profits 150 

Filing— 

of lis pendens 129 

of owner's name, penalty for failure *126 

of owners' names in Tenement House 

Department 1340 

131 

plans duty of New Building Bureau 1330 

specifications duty of New Building 

Bureau 1330 

Filth- 
accumulations of forbidden, all buildings. 105 
not to be placed in improper places, all 

buildings 105 



97 
72 



73 



60 



11 



38 



19 
19 
19 

43 
18 



57 



49 
48 

65 
50 
61 



43 



43 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Fine- 
for employee accepting Ijribe, compensa- 
tion or gratuity 1266 97 

1344f 72 
for encumbrance of fire escapes, police 
magistrate to have jurisdiction to im- 
pose 126 48 

for failure to comply with orders of de- 
partment 1202 84 

for violation of act 126 48 

Fines Imposed by judgment under section 

126 to act as lien 129 49 

Fire Department — 

certain rights, powers and duties trans- 
ferred to and conferred upon Tene- 
ment House Department 1341 65 

permit for storage of combustible ma- 
terials required, all buildings 40 18 

Fire escape — 

balconies, new 12 (3) 5 

stairways, new, angle of 12 (2) 5 

Fire escapes — 

cable 12 4 

encumbrance of, all buildings 35 17 

encumbrance of, penalty for 126 48 

encumbrance of, police magistrate to 

have jurisdiction to impose fine 126 48 

encumbrance of, rights, powers and du- 
ties of Fire and Police Departments 
transferred to Tenement House De- 
partment 1341 65 

hereafter constructed, all buildings 12 4 

35 17 

in courts allowed, new buildings 57 22 

in courts forbidden, new buildings 12 (1) 5 

in courts and shafts forbidden, old build- 
ings 12 (1) 5 

30 15 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Fire escapes (Continued) — 

in courts, new, not to project more than 

four feet, all buildings 57 22 

may project beyond building line, all 

buildings 12 (1) 5 

new, balcony floors 12 (4) 5 

new, brackets 12 (7) 7 

new buildings 12 4 

new, details of construction 12 4 

new, drop ladders 12(8) 8 

new, encumbrance plates 12 (9) 8 

new, goose-neck ladders, when neces- 
sary 12 (2) 5 

new, landings, size of 12 (3) 5 

new, location of 12 (1) 5 

new, notice plates 12 (9) 8 

now, painting of 12 (9) 8 

new, railings 12(5) 6 

new, stairway openings 12 (4) 5 

new, stairway steps, rise, length and 

width 12 (2) 5 

new, stairways 12(2) 5 

12 (6) 7 

new, standards 12 (5) 6 

new, treads 12 (6) 7 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1344a 69 

old buildings 12 4 

29-30 15 

31 16 

35 17 
on completed tenement houses, rights, 

powers and duties of Department of 

Buildings with regard to, transferred 

to Tenement House Department 1341 Go 

on old tenement houses, when sufficient. 29 15 

painting of, all buildings 35 17 

party wall, eld buildings 30 15 

repair of, all buildings 35 17 
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SECTIONS. 

Fire escapes (Coniinued)— 

tenement houses less than four stories, 

new buildings 12 

tenement houses less than four stories, 

old buildings 12 

29 

wire 12 

wooden slats to be removed, old build- 
ings 30 

Fire limits- 
frame tenement houses outside of 28 

wooden tenements, outside of 23 

Fireplaces, all buildings 84 

Fire protection 11-42 

Fire stops, new buildings 27 

Fireproof- 
beams, when required, new buildings.... 21 

bulkheads in new buildings 13 

cellar stairs, when required, new build- 
ings 23 

floors, when required, new buildings 21 

new buildings, entrance halls, enclosure 

of 20 

new buildings, stairs in 16 

shafts in all tenement houses 37 

stair halls, new buildings 18 

stairs to roof, new buildings exceeding 

three stories 13 

tenement house, definition 2 (9) 

tenement houses, when required, new 

buildings 11 

windows in stair halls on courts, new 

buildings 18 

Fireprooflng of flanges of beams, new 

buildings 21 

First Deputy Commissioner 1327 

First tier of beams in new buildings five 

stories or more in height 21 



4 

15 
4 

15 



14 
14 
35 
4-19 
14 



11 



13 
11 



17 
10 



4 

10 



11 
59 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Flanges of iron or steel beams, new build- 
ings 21 U 

Floor- 
beneath and around water-closets to be 
kept in good order and painted, old 

buildings 98 40 

lowest, damp-prooflng of basement and 

cellar rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 40 

lowest, waterproofing of basement and 

cellar rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 40 

water on each, all buildings 104 43 

Floor area of rooms, new buildings 70 29 

Floor beams, space between to be filled in, 

new buildings 22 12 

I'loor slats, wooden, to be removed from 

fire escapes, old buildings 30 15 

Floor surface beneath sinks in halls and 
stairs to be kept painted, old build- 
ings 99 41 

Flooring- 
wooden, forbidden in stair halls, non- 
fireproof new buildings 18 10 

wooden, stair halls in fireproof new 

buildings 2 (9) 2 

Floors — 

basement and cellar, to be watertight, 

all buildings 101 42 

fireproof, when required, new buildings.. 21 11 

lowest, damp-proofing and waterproofing 

of, new buildings 92 37 

of new fire escape balconies 12 (4) 5 

of stair halls, fireproof, new buildings... 18 10 

of water-closet compartments to be 

waterproof, new buildings 95 38 

of new water-closet compartments to be 

waterproof, old buildings 100 41 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 43 
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SECTIONS. 

Flush- 
tanks, individual, for new water-closets, 

old buildings 100 

tanlui of new yard water-closets to be 

protected against frost, old buildings. 100 

Fore and aft partitions, new buildings 22 

Foreman violating building laws in tene- 
ment bouses, penalty 127 

Forfeiture — 

of compensation or part for failure prop- 
erly to perform duties 1331 

of ofilce by employee upon conviction for 
receiving bribe, compensation or 

gratuity 1266 

1344f 

of salary or part 1331 

Foundation walls, damp-proofing and water- 
proofing of, new buildings 92 

Frame — 

buildings, new, not to be placed on same 
lot with tenement house within fire 
limits 39 

tenement houses exempt from certain 

provisions of act 28 

tenement houses, new, for more than 

four families forbidden 28 

tenement houses, new, over two stories 

high forbidden 28 

tenement houses not to be altered to ex- 
ceed two stories, old buildings 34 

tenement houses outside of fire limits... 28 

J'rost — 

flush tanks of new yard water-closets to 

be protected against, old buildings — 100 

pipes of new yard water-closets to be 

protected against, old buildings 100 

traps of new yard water-closets to be 

protected against, old buildings 100 

Purring, wooden, new buildings 27 



41 



4L 
12 



49 



62 



97 
72 
G2 

37 



18 



14 



14 



14 



17 
14 



41 
14 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Garbage- 
accumulations of forbidden, all buildings. 105 43 
owner to provide receptacle for, all build- 
ings 109 45 

receptacles for, all buildings 109 45 

General — 

powers and duties 1340 65 

provisions 161-165 58 

reputation of premises in neighborhood 

to be competent evidence 145 54 

Glass — 

panels in doors to public halls, old build- 
ings over four stories 80 23 

wire, in doors from stair halls, non- 
fireproof, new buildings 19 10 

Goat not to be kept on premises, all build- 
ings 110 4S 

Goose-neck ladders, when necessary, fire 

escape 12 (2) 5 

Grading of courts, shafts, areas and yards 

required, new buildings 93 37 

Grantee of tenement house to file name of 

new owner in case of transfer 131 50 

Grantor of tenement house to file name of 

new owner in case of transfer 131 50 

Gratuity, penalty for receiving 1266 97 

1344f 72 

Ground marshy, living apartments over, old 

buildings 97 (6) 40 

Ground level, measurements to be taken at, 

new buildings 51 20 

Habitation- 
human, basement and cellar rooms to 

be fit for, old buildings 97 (7) 40 

new buildings occupied without certifi- 
cate, deemed unfit for 1344 68 

123 47 
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Hall- 
public, definition 

stair, definition 

Halls— 

and rooms, additional, old buildings 

and stairs, sinks in space underneath 
to be left open, old buildings 

and stairs, wall surface underneath sinks 
in to be kept painted, old buildings... 

entrance, enclosed with brick walls, new 
buildings over three stories 

entrance, enclosure of fireproof, new 
buildings 

entrance, lighting at night, all buildings. 

entrance, lighting of, new buildings 

entrance to be fireproof if number of 
rooms increased or height increased, 
old buildings 

entrance, width of, new buildings 

of tenement houses to be inspected 
monthly 

public, lighting at night, all buildings... 

public, lighting of, new buildings 

public, lighting of, old buildings over 
four stories 

public, lighting of, three-story new build- 
ings 

public, recesses in, new buildings 

public, returns in, new buildings 

public, size of windows, new buildings... 

public, to be fireproof if number of 
rooms increased or height increased, 
old buildings 

public, when to be widened, fireproof 
new buildings 

public, when to be widened, non-fireproof 
new buildings 

public, ventilation of, new buildings 
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PAGES. 


2 (5) 


2 


2 (6) 


2 


51-75 


23-31 


78 


32 



99 



99 



20 



80 



33 



16 



15 
72 



41 



20 


11 


82 


34 


72 


30 


33 


16 


20 


11 


:4a 


69 


82 


34 


72 


39 



72 


30 


72 


30 


72 


30 


73 


31 



16 



30 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Halls {Continued)— 

separate, what constitutes and how 

lighted, new buildings 72 30 

stair, doors fireproof, non-fireproof, new 

buildings 19 iq 

stair, enclosed with brick walls, non- 
fireproof new buildings " 19 10 

stair, fireproof, new buildings 18 10 

stair, fireproof new buildings, wooden 

flooring in 2(9) 2 

stair, fireproof new buildings, wooden 

handrails 2 (9) 2 

stair, fireproof new buildings, wooden 

sleepers 2 (9) 2 

stair, fireproof new buildings, wooden 

treads 2(9) 2 

stair, floors flreproof, new buildings 18 10 

stair, lighting of, new buildings 74 31 

stair, new buildings exceeding three 

stories and cellar 18 10 

stair, new buildings less than three 

stories 18 10 

stair, size of windows, new buildings.... 74 31 

stair, to be flreproof if number of rooms 

increased or height increased, old 

buildings 33 16 

stair, to be shut off from non-fireproof 

portions of public halls, non-fireproof 

new buildings 19 10 

stair, windows on courts fireproof, new 

buildings 18 10 

stair, wooden flooring forbidden in, non- 

flreproof new buildings 18 10 

stair, wooden sleepers forbidden, non- 
fireproof new buildings 18 10 

stair, ventilation of, new buildings 74 31 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 43 

Handling and storage of rags forbidden, all 

buildings 110 45 
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SECTIONS. 

Handrail, wooden, stair halls, fireproof, new 

buildings 2 (9) 

Handrails, wooden, permitted, stair halls, 

new buildings 18 

Hay, storage of forbidden, all buildings.... 40 

Health- 
articles dangerous to, storage of forbid- 
den, all buildings 40 

Department, actions commenced by may 
be prosecuted by Tenement House De- 
partment 1344p 

Department of, existing powers not to be 

abrogated or impaired 1340 

Department of, powers not impaired 125 

Department, provisions of charter rel- 
ative to, applicable to Tenement House 

Department 1344h 

Department rights and powers conferred 

upon Tenement House Department... 1340 

Department, rights, powers and duties 
with regard to lighting and ventilation 
of tenement houses transferred to 

Tenement House Department 1341 

Department, transfer of books, papers, 
records, etc., to Tenement House 

Department 13441 

things dangerous or detrimental to, 
powers of the Tenement House De- 
partment 1176 

Height- 
increase restricted, old buildings 77a 

of basement and cellar rooms, old build- 
ings 97 (1) 

of basement rooms, new buildings....... 91 (1) 

of building, how measured, new build- 
ings 64 

of ceiling of basement or cellar rooms 

above street or ground, old buildings.. 97 (2) 



10 
18 



18 



78 



65 
48 



73 
65 



65 



76 



39 
36 



27 
40 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Height (Continued)— ' 

of frame tenement houses not to exceed 

two stories, old buildings 34 17 

of new tenement houses, how measured.. 52 20 

of new yard water-closet structure, old 

buildings 100 41 

of old buildings increased above four 

stories, what necessary 33 16 

of rooms, new buildings 70 29 

of tenement houses proportionate to 

width of street, new buildings. 52 20 

of wooden tenement houses not to exceed 

two stories, old buildings 34 17 

Heirs to file names of new owners in case 

of death of previous owner 131 50 

Hooks — 

or bolts for bulkhead door, new build- 

ing.T 13 8 

or bolts for bulkhead door, old build- 
ings 32 16 

Hopper closets, long, permitted in yards, 

old buildings 100 41 

Horse not to be kept on premises, all build- 
ings 110 45 

Hospitals— 

and dispensaries to make w^eekly state- 
ment of sickness to Tenement House 

Department 1344j 75 

Department may require reports from... 1344k 76 

House cf prostitution in a tenement house. 141-142 53 

Housekeeper when necessary, all buildings. Ill 45 

Human habitation, basement and cellar 

rooms to be fit for, old buildings 97 (7) 40 

impersonating an officer of department 

falsely 1267 98 

1344g 73 



SECTIONS. PAGES, 
imprisonment — 

for employee accepting bribe, compensa- 
tion or gratuity 1266 97 

1344f 72 

for prostitution in tenement bouse 141 53 

for violation of act 126 48 

Incidental expenditures. Commissioner may 

make 1331 62 

Increase — 

in size of new vent shafts, all buildings. 85 35 

of length and width, inner courts on lot 

line, new buildings 61 25 

of number of rooms in old buildings 33 16 

of width of outer courts between wings, 

new buildings 59 23 

of width of outer courts on lot line, new 

buildings 58 23 

Indexing names of owners 135 52 

Index of owners' names public record 135 52 

Individual flush tanks for new water- 
closets, old buildings 100 41 

Infected — 

houses, proceedings for condemnation of. 1300 119 

houses to be condemned by Tenement 

House Department 1299 118 

Infectious diseases, deaths from to be re- 
corded in Tenement House Depart- 
ment 13441 74 

Infirmaries, department may require reports 

from 1344k 76 

Injunction — 

against department, when granted 1344b 70 

service of papers 134 62 

Injunctions — 

against department, when to be granted. 1260 91 

may be granted in judgment suits 1297 116 



Ill INDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Jnner — 

court, definition 2 (3) 1 

court walls to be painted or white- 
washed, all buildings 107 44 

courts, angles of, new buildings 64 27 

courts, ducts for, new buildings 63 27 

courts enclosed on four sides in three- 
story six-family, new buildings 62 26 

courts enclosed on four sides, width and 

length of, new buildings 62 26 

courts enclosed on four sides, width and 
length proportionate to height of 
building, new buildings 62 26 

courts, intakes for, new buildings 63 27 

courts, length and width, three-story 

six-family, new buildings 61 25 

courts, offsets in, new buildings 62 26 

courts on lot line, length and width may 

be decreased, new buildings 61 25 

courts on lot line, length and width, 

when to be increased, new buildings.. 61 25 

courts on lot line, length of, new build- 
ings 61 25 

courts on lot line, size proportionate to 

height of building, new buildings 61 25 

courts on lot line, width of, new build- 
ings 61 25 

courts, passageways for, new buildings.. 63 27 

courts, recesses in, new buildings 62 26 

Inside- 
cellar stairs, permitted, fireproof new 

buildings 24 13 

cellar stairs prohibited, non-fireproof 

new buildings exceeding three stories. 23 13 
Inspection- 
Bureau 1328 60 

Bureau, minimum number of Inspectors. 1329 60 

Bureau to inspect all completed tene- 
ment houses 1330 61 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Inspection (Continued) — 

of completed tenement houses duty of 

Inspection Bureau 1330 61 

of Index of owners' names permitted 135 62 

of new tenement houses duty of New 

Building Bureau 1330 61 

of tenement houses in course of construc- 
tion 1343 68 

of tenement bouses where monthly rental 

Is $25 or more 1344a 63 

Inspections, monthly, of completed tene- 
ment houses 1344a 69 

Inspector- 
deputy chief 1329 60 

of department may make arrest 1264 95 

punishment for receiving bribe, compen- 
sation or gratuity 3266 97 

1344f 72 

Inspectors — 

In Inspection Bureau, duties of to be 

prescribed by commissioner 1330 61 

minimum number in Inspection Bureau. 1329 60 

of department to have right of entry 1344e 71 

of light and ventilation, minimum num- 
ber in New Building Bureau 1329 60 

reports of 1336 63 

to be assigned to different parts of city 

by commissioner 1330 61 

to immediately report violations of tene- 
ment house act 1344a 69 

Inspector's— 

badge 1335 63 

uniform 1335 63 

Institution of action against tenement house 
for prostitution, taxpayer's request 

for 1340 65 

Institutions to send reports to Tenement 

House Department 1344J 75 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Intake— 

for vent shafts, all buildings 85 35 

when necessary, for new air shafts la 

old buildings 81 34 

when necessary, for new light shafts in 

old buildings 81 34 

Intakes for inner courts, new buildings.... 63 27 

Interior- 
lot, percentage occupied, new buildings.. 51 20 

lots, yards of, new buildings 54 21 

lots, yards, proportionate to height of 

new buildings 54 21 

lots, yards, to be increased in depth, new 

buildings 54 21 

lots, yards, to start at ground level, new 

buildings 53 21 

rooms, lighting and ventilation of, old 

buildings 79 33 

rooms, occupation of, old buildings 79 33 

Irregular shaped lots, new buildings 56 22 

Issuance of new building certificate 1344 68 

122 47 

Janitor or housekeeper, when necessary, all 

buildings HI 45 

Judgment 148 56 

copy of to be filed in County Clerk's 

Office 129 49 

sale of property after entry of 149 56 

to establish penalty as lien 148 56 

Jurisdiction— 

and procedure in taxpayer's action 

against tenement house 147 55 

in imposing fine for encumbrance of fire 

escapes with police magistrate 126 48 

Ladder- 
to scuttle, old buildings 32 16 

to scuttle accessible, old buildings 32 16 

to scuttle, encumbrance of forbidden, 

old buildings 32 16 
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SECTIONS. 

Ladders, goose-neck, when necessary, new 

fire escape 12 (2) 

Landings, new fire escapes, size of 12 (3) 

Lath, nrietal, cellar celling, new buildings 

less than Ave stories 21 

Laws, Civil Service, to limit appointments 

and removals 1329 

Leaders, rain, necessary, all buildings 103 

Leaky roofs, all buildings 103 

Lease, terminable at election of lessor if 
house is used for house of prostitu- 
tion 143 

Legal — 

proceedings 1257-1269 

1344h 
proceedings to be conducted by attorney. 1344c 
proceedings to be conducted by Corpora- 
tion Counsel 1344c 

provisions 121-165 

Length— 

and width of inner courts enclosed on 
four Fides proportionate to height of 

building, new buildings 62 

and width of inner courts, three-story 

six-family, new buildings 61 

Lessee — 

may file agent's name for service of 

process 132 

of whole house to register name 131 

permission of for use of tenement house 

as house of prostitution 143 

permission of for use of tenement house 

for prostitution defined 144 

refusing admission to employee of de- 
partment, penalty for 1344e 

Lessees', names to be filed with Tene- 
ment House Department 1340 

Level of ground, measurements to be taken 

at, new buildings 51 



11 



43 
43 



54 

88-99 
73 

70 

70 
46-58 



26 



25 



51 
50 



54 



54 



71 



65 



20 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 



Liability of officer or employee for acts done 
in performance of official duties 



1344d 



Lien— 

for expenses incurred by Department 1275-1280 

1344h 

judgment to establish penalty as 148 

penalty of $1,0C0 for prostitution to act 

as a 142 

service of papers to establish 134 

Liens 129 

amounting to $1,000 or over 150 

Life, articles dangerous to, storage of for- 
bidden, all buildings 40 

Light- 

and ventilation, inspectors of, minimum 

number in New Building Bureau 1329 

and ventilation of tenement houses, plans 
for new buildings. New Building Bu- 
reau to file and examine 1330 

and ventilation of tenement houses, 
rights, powers and duties of Health 
and Building Departments transferred 
to Tenement House Department 1341 

and ventilation provisions 51-85 

shafts hereafter constructed in old 

buildings 81 

shafts hereafter constructed in old 

buildings, duct, when necessary 81 

shafts hereafter constructed in old 

buildings, intake, when necessary 81 

shafts hereafter constructed in old 
buildings not to ventilate water- 
clobets 81 

shafts hereafter constructed in old 

buildings to be open at top 81 

sufficient for basement and cellar rooms, 

old buildings 97 (7) 



71 



1-107 
73 
56 

63 
52 
^9 
57 

18 



61 

65 
20-36 

34 

34 

34 

34 
34 
40 
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Lighting— 

of additional rooms and halls, old build- 
ings 51-75 £0-31 

78 32 

of basement and cellar rooms, old build- 
ings 97 (5) 40 

of entrance halls at night, all buildings. 82 34 

of entrance halls, new buildings 72 30 

of interior rooms, old buildings 79 33 

of new water-closet compartments, old 

buildings 100 41 

of new yard water-closet structures at 

night, old buildings 100 41 

of public halls, new buildings 72 30 

of public halls at night, all buildings 82 34 

of public halls, old buildings, over four 

stories 80 33 

of stair halls, new buildings 74 31 

of water-closet compartments at night, 

new buildings 95 38 

of water-closet compartments, new build- 
ings 95 38 

Liquor stores — 

doors to halls from, to be fireproof, all 

buildings 42 19 

transoms to halls forbidden, all build- 
ings 42 19 

Lis pendens 129 49 

cancellation of notice of 151 57 

to be filed in taxpayer's action 147 55 

Living rooms in basements and cellars, con- 
ditions of occupancy, old buildings 97 39 

Locking — 

of bulkhead door forbidden, new build- 
ings 13 % 

of bulkhead door forbidden, old build- 
ing's 32 16 

of scuttle forbidden, old buildings 32 16 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Lodging house in tenement house forbidden, 

all buildings 110 45 

Long hopper closets in yards permitted, 

old buildings 100 41 

Lot- 
diminution of restricted, old buildings.. 76 32 

percentage occupied, new buildings 51 20 

percentage occupied, old buildings 76 32 

Lots— 

at intersection of two or more streets, 

new buildings 56 22 

corner, exceeding 50 feet in width, yards 

of, new buildings 54-55 21 

corner, less than 100 feet deep, yards of, 

new buildings 55 21 

corner, yards of, new buildings 55 21 

interior, yards of, new buildings 54 21 

interior, yards, proportionate to height 

of building, new buildmgs 54 21 

interior, yards to be increased in depth, 

new buildings 54 21 

interior, yards, to start at ground level, 

new buildings 53 21 

running through from street to street, 

yards of, new buildings 56 22 

Lot line — 

inner courts on, length and width, may 

be decreased, new buildings 61 25 

inner courts on, length and width, when 

to be decreased, new buildings 61 25 

inner courts on, length of, new build- 
ings 61 25 

inner courts on, size proportionate to 

height of building, new buildings 61 25 

inner courts on, width of, new buildings. 61 25 

Louvres in skylights, all buildings 83 35 

Lowest — 

floor, damp-proofing and waterproofing 

of new buildings 92 37 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Lowest iConiinued)— 

floor, damp-proofing of basement and 

cellar rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 40 

floor, waterproofing of basement and 

cellar rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 40 

Magistrate, police, to have jurisdiction to 
impose fine for encumbrance of fire 

escapes 126 48 

Magistrates to act promptly 1269 98 

Mailing- 
copy of notice 133 51 

copy of order 133 51 

Maintenance — 

of tenement houses 2 (10) 3 

of tenement houses in conformity with 

existing law 162 58 

Mandatory provision of act 2 (10) 3 

Marshy ground, living apartments over, old 

buildings 97 (6) 40 

Mayor — 

may call for fuller report 1333 63 

to appoint commissioner 1326 59 

Means of egress in case of fire, additional, 

old buildings 31 16 

Measles, deaths from to be recorded in 

Tenement House Department 13441 74 

Metal lath, cellar ceiling, new buildings 

less than five stories 21 11 

Misdemeanor — 

accepting bribes, compensation or 

gratuity 1266 97 

1344f 72 

neglect or refusal to comply with orders 

of department 1202 84 

use, wearing or display of badge or other 
insignia of department without au- 
thority 1267 98 

1344g 73 



IX INDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Misdemeanor iContinucd)— 

violation of act is a 126 4S 

violation of departmental orders a 1262 91 

violation of sanitary code a 1202 84 

wilful violation of • building laws in 

tenement houses a 127 49 

Moneys- 
collected by counsel, monthly statement 

of to commissioner 1344c 70 

collected by counsel to be paid over to 

commissioner 1344c 70 

collected to be paid monthly to comp- 
troller by commissioner 1344c 70 

Monthly- 
inspections of completed tenement 

houses 1344a 69 

payment by commissioner to comptroller 

of moneys collected 1344c 70 

rental $25 a month or more, periodic in- 
spection 1344a 69 

statement of counsel to commissioner of 

all moneys collected by him 1344c 70 

Mortgage may be declared due if new 

building occupied without certificate.. 1344 68 

123 47 
Mortgagee may foreclose at option if new 
building is occupied without certifi- 
cate 1344 68 

123 47 

Municipal authorities, ruling of not to 
modify or dispense with any provision 

of act 162 58 

Name — 

of agent to be registered in Tenement 

House Department 132 51 

of owner, failure to file, penalty for 126 48 

of the Tenement House Department, ac- 
tions to be prosecuted in the 1344p 78 
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SECTIONS. 

Names — 

of owners, lessees and agents to be filed 

with Tenement House Department... 1340 

of owners to be indexed 135 

of owners to be registered 131 

New — 

Building Bureau 1328-1330 

Building Bureau, minimum number of 

employees 1329 

buildings occupied without certificate 

deemed unfit for habitation 1344 

123 
buildings occupied without certificate 

to be vacated 1344 

123 

buildings, permit necessary 1342 

121 

buildings, provisions applicable to 11-28 

35-37 

82-96 

101-112 

121 

122-123 

fire escapes 12 

rooms and halls, old buildings 51-75 

78 
Night lighting— 

of entrance halls, all buildings 82 

of new yard water-closet structures, old 

buildings 100 

of public halls, all buildings 82 

of water-closet compartments, . new 

buildings 95 

Non -fireproof — 

new buildings, stairs In 15 

portions public halls to be shut ofC from 
stair halls, non-fireproof, new build- 
ings 19 



65 
52 
50 

60-61 

60 

68 
47 

68 

47 

66 

46 

4-15 

17 

34-39 

42-45 

46 

47 

4-8 

20-31 

32 

34 

41 
34 

38 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Notice— 

of five days before granting of prelim- 
inary injunction against department.. 1344b 70 
of pendency of action to be filed in tax- 

payer'H suit 147 65 

plates on new fire escapes 12 (9) S 

Notices— 

and orders, time for service of 133 51 

posting of lawful service 133 51 

service of 133 51 

Now existing tenement houses — 

fire escapes 29-30 15 

31 16 

35 17 

height increased above four stories, 

what necessary 33 16 

Nuisance- 
abatement of, procedure for 128 49 

defined 1287 107 

Nuisances — 

definition of 1229 86 

1299 118 

1300 119 
powers and duties of department in re- 
spect to 1287-1300 107-122 

1344h 73 
powers of the Tenement House Depart- 
ment relative thereto 1176 81 

prohibited, all buildings 105 43 

suits for abatement or removal of 1287-1300 107-122 

1344h 73 
Number of rooms in old buildings in- 
creased, what necessary «.... 33 16 

Oath may be administered by commissioner 

or deputy I337 $4 

Obstruction of fire escapes, rights, powers 
and duties of Fire and Police De- 
partments transferred to Tenement 
House Department 1341 gj 



na)Ex. 

SECTIONS. 

Occupant — 
refusing admission to employee of de- 
partment, penalty for 1344e 

responsible for encumbrance of fire 

escapes 126 

Occupation— 

of basements, new buildings 91 

of basement and cellar rooms, old build- 
ings 97 

of cellars, new buildings 91 

of converted building without cartificate 

forbidden 1344 

122 

interior rooms, old buildings 79 

of new building before walls of courts 
and shafts are painted or whitewashed 

forbidden 107 

of new building without certificate un- 
lawful 1344 

122-123 
Occupations carried on in house, statement 

to be filed 131 

OflSce, forfeiture by employee upon convic- 
tion for receiving bribe, compensation 

or gratuity 1266 

1344f 
Offices— 

for department, commissioner may pro- 
vide 1331 

of Tenement House Department 1326 

Officer— 

of department may make arrest 1264 

punishment for receiving bribe, com- 
pensation or gratuity 1266 

1344f 
Officers and employees not personally liable 
for acts done in performance of 
duties 1344d 
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47 
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44 



68 
47 
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97 
72 



62 
59 



97 
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Ixiv INDB2L 

SECTIONS. 

Offsets— 

in inner courts, new buildings 62 

in outer courts, new buildings 60 

Old buildings- 
fire escapes 29-30 

31 
35 

provl&ions applicable to 29-42 

76-85 
97-112 
One water-closet for every two families, old 

buildings 100 

Openings— 

from bakeries forbidden, all buildings... 41 
from fat boiling establishments forbid- 
den, all buildings 41 

in new fire escape stairways 12 (4) 

in new shafts, all buildings 37 

other than door from stair halls, for- 
bidden, non-fireproof new buildings... 19 
Order tor examination before justices of 

Supreme Court 1257 

Orders — 

disobedience of, punishment for 1257-1269 

1344h 

of department regarded as judicial 1261 

posting of lawful service 133 

requiring removal of violations to be 

issued by commissioner 1344a 

violation of, punishment for 1222 

1334 
1344h 
Ordinances — 

building, sections not inconsistent with 

act not to be abrogated 125 

building, violation of in tenement 

houses 127 

increasing amount of air space required, 

act not to repeal or abrogate 161 



26 
24 

15 

16 

17 

15-19 

32-36 

39-45 

41 

19 

19 
5 
17 

10 
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73 
91 
51 



85 
63 
73 

48 
49 
58 



Ixv 



SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Ordinances (Continued)— 

not to modify or dispense with any pro- 
vision of act 162 58 

plumbing, to govern, old buildings 100 41 

punishment for disobedience of 1257-1269 88-99 

1344h 73 

repealed 161 68 

restricting or prohibiting occupation of 

cellars, act not to repeal or abrogate. 161 58 

Orders, service of 133 51 

Organization of Tenement House Depart- 
ment 1326-1329 59-61 

Outer- 
air, windows to, basement and cellar 

rooms, old buildings 97 (5) 40 

court, definition 2 (3) 1 

courts, angles of, new buildings 64 27 

courts between wings, width of, new 

buildings 59 23 

courts between wings, width, when in- 
creased, new buildings 59 23 

courts, change of direction in, provisions 

applicable thereto, new buildings 60 24 

courts, offsets in new buildings 60 24 

courts on lot line, width of new build- 
ings 58 23 

courts on lot line, width, when in- 
creased, new buildings 58 23 

courts, recesses in, new buildings 60 24 

courts, width of, in three-story six- 
family new buildings 58-59 23 

courts, width where depth is less than 

minimum width new buildings 60 24 

Outside stairs in lieu of fire escapes, all 

buildings 12 4 

29 15 

Overcrowding prohibited, all buildings 112 45 
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SECTIONS. PAQEI. 

Owner- 
may file agent's name for service of 

process 132 61 

permission of for use of tenement house 

as house of prostitution 14S 64 

presumption of use for prostitution with 

permission of 146 64 

refusing admission to employee of De- 
partment, penalty for 13446 71 

to file plans for new buildings or alter- 
ations 1342 66 

121 4e 

to keep tenement house clean, all 

buildings 105 43 

to paint or whitewash walls of courts or 

shafts, all buildings 107 44 

to provide receptacles for garbage, ashes 

and refuse, all buildings 109 45 

violating building laws in tenement 

houses, penalty 127 43 

Owner's — 

name, failure to file, penalty for 126 48 

permission for uso of tenement house 

for prostitution defined 144 54 

permission in using building as house of 

prostitution defined 142 63 

Owners' — 

names, registry of in Tenement House 

Department 131 50 

names to be filed with Tenement House 

Department 1340 65 

names to be indexed 135 52 

Paint stores- 
doors to halls from, to be fireproof, all 

buildings 42 19 

transoms to halls forbidden, all build- 
ings 42 It 
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SECTIONS. PAQES. 

Painting-* 

of cellar walls and ceiling, all build- 
ings 102 4S 

of fire escapes, all buildings 85 17 

of new fire escapes 12 (9) 8 

of space beneath and around water- 
closet seat, old buildings 98 40 

of space underneath sinks in halls and 

stairs, old buildings 99 41 

of walls of courts and shafts, all build- 
ings 107 44 

Panels- 
glass, in doors to public halls, old 

buildings over four stories 80 83 

removable, for plumbing pipes, new 

buildings 96 88 

wooden, in doors to public halls, old 

buildings over four stories 80 83 

Partitions— 

flreprooflng of, new buildings 22 12 

fore and aft, new buildings 22 12 

Party-plaintifF and defendant, Tenement 

House Department to be 1259 90 

Party wall fire escapes, old buildings 30 16 

Passages to be kept clean, all buildings 105 43 

Passageways for inner courts, new build- 
ings 63 27 

Penalties— 

for violations 126 48 

for violations of departmental orders.... 1262 91 

to be paid into city treasury 163 58 

to be paid to counsel 1344c 70 

to be sued for and collected by attor- 
ney 1344c 70 

Penalty— 

for encumbrance of. fire escapes 126 48 

for failure to l\le owner's name 126 48 

for violation of sanitary code 1202 84 

of $1,000 for prostitution 142 53 
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SECTIONS. 

Percentage— 

of lot occupied, corner new buildings.... 51 

of lot occupied, interior new buildings.. 51 

of lot occupied, old buildings 76 

Permission— 

of owner or lessee for use of tenement 

house as house of prostitution 143 

of owner or lessee for use of tenement 

house for prostitution defined 144 

of owner, presumption of use for pros- 
titution with 145 

Permit— 

for occupation of basement and cellar 
rooms from Tenement House Depart- 
ment necessary, old buildings 97 

for occupation of basement and cellar 

rooms to be accessible, old buildings. 97 
for storage of combustible materials re- 
quired, all buildings 40 

of Bureau of Buildings not to be granted 
for new buildings or alterations until 
certificate of approval of Tenement 
House Commissioner has been filed 

in Bureau of Buildings 1342 

to commence new buildings or altera- 
tions 1342 

121 
Personal liability— 

of ofiicer or employee for acts done in 

performance of official duties.... 1344d 

service of summons 134 

Personating an officer of department falsely. 1267 

1344g 

Persons violating act, punishment for 126 

Pipes— 

of new yard water-closets to be pro- 
tected against frost, old buildings.... 100 
space around to be air-tight, new build- 
ings 96 
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20 



54 



54 



54 



18 



66 



66 
46 



71 
52 



73 
48 



41 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Pipes iContinued)— 

space around to be sealed, new build- 
ings 96 38 

Plaintiff- 
party, and defendant. Tenement House 

Department to be 1259 90 

Tenement House Department to be, in 

proceedings for prostitution 146 65 

Plan examiners, minimum number in New 

Building Bureau 1329 60 

Plans— 

and specifications may be amended 1342 66 

121 46 
and specifications not to be removed 

from Department 1342 66 

121 46 

and specifications to be examined 1342 66 

121 46 

and specifications to be public records... 1342 66 

121 46 
and specifications to conform to act and 

ordinances 1342 66 

121 46 
examination of duty of New Building 

Bureau 1330 61 

filed prior to April 11, 1901 4 3 

filing of, duty of New Building Bureau.. 1330 61 
not to be approved by Bureau of Build- 
ings for new buildings or alterations 
until certificate of approval of Tene- 
ment House Commissioner has been 

filed in Bureau of Buildings 1342 66 

to be filed by owner or architect 1342 66 

121 46 
Plastering— 

behind new wainscoting, all buildings... 38 18 

of cellar ceilings, all buildings 101 42 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Plates- 
encumbrance, new fire escapes 12 (9) 8 

notice, on new fire escapes 12 (9) 8 

Plumbing— 

of new water-closets to be in accordance 
with plumbing regulations, old build- 
ings 100 41 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1344a 69 

ordinances to govern, old buildings 100 41 

pipes, access to, new buildings 96 38 

pjpes to be exposed, new buildings 96 38 

Police- 
Commissioner to detail policemen to 
Tenement House Department upon re- 
quest 1344n 77 

Commissioner to discipline policemen In 

Tenement House Squad 1344n 77 

Department, actions commenced by may 
be prosecuted by Tenement House 
Department 1344p 78 

Department assistance and co-operation 

of 1202 84 

1344h 73 

Department, detail from 1329 60 

Department to furnish weekly statement 
of arrests of persons living in tene- 
ment houses 1344J 7S 

Magistrate to have Jurisdiction to Im- 
pose fine for encumbrance of fire 
escapes 126 48 

of five years' experience in Health 
Squad to have preference in transfer 
to Tenement House Department 1844n 77 

punishment of, in Tenement House 

Squad 1344n 77 

sanitary company of 1344n 77 

Tenement House Squad 1344n 77 
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SECTIONS. PAQES. 

Policemen to be detailed to Tenement 
House Department by Police Commis- 
sioner 1344n 77 

Posting— 

of notices lawful service 133 51 

of orders of lawful service 133 51 

service of summons 134 52 

Power of arrest given to Department 1263 95 

Powers— 

and duties 121-129 46-50 

and duties of department 1340-1344h 65-74 

existing, of Department of Health not 

to be abrogated or impaired 1340 65 

of attorney of the department 1344c 70 

of counsel to department 1344c 70 

of courts not impaired 125 48 

of Department of Buildings not impaired. 125 48 

of Department of Health not impaired.. 125 48 

of Health Department conferred upon 

Tenement House Department 1340 65 

of the Tenement House Department in 

regard to repair of buildings 1171 80 

of the Tenement House Department in 

relation to dangerous buildings 1176 81 

of the Tenement House Department in 

relation to nuisances 1176 81 

rights and duties of Department of 
Buildings as to fire escapes on com- 
pleted tenement houses transferred 

to Tenement House Department 1341 65 

rights and duties of Fire and Police De- 
partments as to obstruction of fire 
escapes transferred to Tenement 

House Department 1341 65 

rights and duties of Health and Build- 
ing Departments with regard to light- 
ing and ventilation of tenement 
houses transferred to Tenement 
House Department 1341 65 
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SECTIONS. 

Powers (Continued)— 

rights and duties transferred to and con- 
ferred upon Tenement House Depart- 
ment by Fire Department 1341 

Practice, rules of, to be established by 
Justices of Appellate Division of Su- 
preme Court for conduct of sales In 

Tenement House Department 149 

Preference — 

action entitled to 147 

of action brought by department 1269 

Preliminary injunction against department, 

when granted 1344b 

Presumption of use for prostitution with 

permission of owner 145 

l*revention of violations, procedure for 128 

Prisons, department may require reports 

from 1344k 

Privacy, new buildings 75 

Privies— 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1344a 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 

Privy vaults, old buildings 100 

Procedure — 

for prevention of violations 128 

in action against prostitute 141 

in taxpayer's action against tenement 

house 147 

Proceedings— 

and actions commenced by Departments 
of Health, Buildings and Police may 
be prosecuted by Tenement House 

Department 1344p 

for condemnation of infected and un- 
inhabitable houses 1300 

for prostitution, title of action 146 

for lemoval of nuisances 1287-1300 

1344h 
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55 



70 



54 
49 



76 
31 



69 
43 
41 

49 
53 

55 



78 

119 

55 

107-122 

7S 
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SECTIONS. 

Proceedings (Continued)— 

legal 1257-1269 

1344h 

of Department presumed legal 1261 

of department regarded as judicial 1261 

relative to dangerous and improperly 

constructed buildings 1176 

1344h 
to be tried in the name of the Tenement 
House Department of the City of New 
York 1344c 

Profits— 

and rents, receiver of. commission to be 

10 per cent, of collections 150 

and rents, Tenement House Department 

may appoint receiver of 150 

Prohibited uses, all buildings 110 

Projection of new fire escapes in courts, all 

buildings 57 

Property— 

and records of other departments to be 
transferred to Tenement House De- 

N partment 13441 

sale of after entry of judgment 149 

unjustly or illegally destroyed or in- 
jured, remedy for 1344d 

Prosecution of owner, rules of evidence.... 145 

Prostitute, action against, procedure in.... 141 

Prostitution 141-151 

penalty for person committing act in 

tenement house 141-142 

proceedings, title of action 146 

removal of tenants where tenement house 

is used for house of 144 

taxpayer's request for institution of an 

action against tenement house 1340 

use of tenement house for with permis- 
sion of owner or lessee 143 



88-99 
73 
91 
91 

81 

78 



70 



57 



57 
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76 
56 

71 

54 

53 

53-57 

53 
55 

54 

65 

54 
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8XCTIONS. 

Prostitution iContinued)— 

use cf tenement house for, with permis- 
sion of owner or lessee, defined 144 

Protection from fire 11-42 

Provisions- 
general 161-165 

of act applicable only to new buildings.. 11-28 

of act not applicable to frame houses.... 28 

of act, legal 121-165 

of act not to be modified 162 

of act relating to light and ventilation.. 51-85 
of chapter 19 of charter applicable to 

Tenement House Department 1344h 

of other acts repealed 161 

of tenement house act to be enforced by 

Bureau of Buildings 1340 

of tenement house act to be enforced by 

Tenement House Department 1340 

sanitary 91-112 

Public auction, property to be sold at, 

court may order 149 

Public examination of complaint book pro- 
vided for 1338 

Public hall, definition 2 (5) 

Public halls- 
lighting at night, all buildings 82 

lighting of, new buildings 72 

lighting of, old buildings over four 

stories 80 

recesses in, new buildings 72 

returns in, new buildings 72 

size of windows, new buildings 73 

to be fireproof if number of rooms in- 
creased or height increased, old build- 
ings S3 

ventilation of, new buildings 72 

when to be widened, fireproof new build- 
ings 16 
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58 
4-15 

14 
46-58 

58 
20-36 

78 

58 

65 

65 
36-45 

56 

64 
2 

84 
30 

83 
80 
80 
81 
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SECTIONS. 

Public halls {Continued)— 

when to be widened, non-fireproof new 

buildings 15 

width of, new buildings 14 

Public record, index of owners' names 

deemed a 135 

Public records, pligis and specifications 

to be 1342 

121 
Public sinks, woodwork under, old 

buildings 99 

Publicity of records 1334 

Publishing of annual report 1333 

Pumps and tanks to be provided, all build- 
ings 104 

Punishment— 

for disobedience of orders and ordi- 
nances 1257-1269 

1344h 
for disobedience of orders of department. 1257-1269 
for failure to comply with orders of de- 
partment 1202 

for false returns and deceptive reports 

by employees 1266 

1344f 

for violation of act 126 

127 

for violation of orders 1222 

1224 
1344h 

of police in Tenement House Squad 1344n 

Queens, Borough of, division for 1328 

Rags- 
storage and handling of forbidden, all 

buildings 110 

storage or handling of forbidden, all 

buildings 40 
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88-99 

84 
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SECTIONS. PAOB8. 
Railings— 

for stairways, repair, of all buildings.... 36 17 

new fire escapes 12 (6) 6 

Rain leaders necessary, all buildings 103 43 

Rear buildings— 

and front, new, space between tenement 

houses, new 65 2S 

Receiver — 

of rents and profits, commission to be 

10 per cent, of collections IGO 67 

of rents and profits may be appointed 

by Tenement House Department 160 67 

of rents and profits not allowed counsel 

fees 160 67 

to give security for performance of 

duties 150 67 

Receivership 150 67 

Receptacles— 

for ashes, garbage and refuse, all build- 
ings 109 46 

for fuel in cellar, when to be fireproof, 

new buildings exceeding three stories. 26 14 

Recesses — 

in inner courts, new buildings 62 26 

in outer courts, new buildings 60 24 

in public halls, new buildings 72 30 

Record, public, index of owners' names 

deemed a 133 62 

Records— 

and reports of department 1344i-1344p 74-79 

Bureau of 132S 60 

manner and form of keeping prescribed 

by commissioner 1330 61 

of department to show date when tene- 
ment house was erected 13441 74 

of each house to contain diagram of 

building 18441 T4 

of each house to give measurement of 

unoccupied area 13441 74 



SECTIONS. 

Records iContinucd)— 

of eacb house to give width and depth 

of building 1344i 

of each house to include diagram of 

second or typical floor 13441 

of each house to show courts, shafts, 

yards and open spaces 13441 

of each house to show shape of building. 13441 

of each house to show size and arrange- 
ment of rooms 13441 

of each house to show stairs, doors, 

windows* halls and partitions 13441 

of every tenement house. Bureau of 

Records to contain 1330 

of owners* names to be indexed 135 

of Tenement House Department to dis- 
tinguish in cases of sickness between 
adults and children 13441 

of Tenement House Department to show 

deaths and death rates for each house. 13441 

public, plans and specifications to be.... 1342 

121 

publicity of 1334 

to be kept by card catalogue 13441 

Refuse- 
owner to provide receptacle for, all 

buildings 109 

receptacles for all buildings 109 

Refusal— 

of admittance to building by owner, 

agent, lessee or occupant forbidden... 1344c 

of permit for basement and cellar rooms, 

old buildings 97 

to comply with orders of department.... 1222 

Registrar of Records to index names of 

owners 135 

Registrars 1329 

Registry— 

of agent's name in Tenement House De- 
partment 132 
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8BCTIONS. PAOBS. 

Registry iContinued)— 

of owners' names in Tenement House 

Department 1340 6S 

131 60 

Regulations— 

building 162 S8 

building, violation of in tenement 

houses 127 41 

commissioner may make as to examina- 
tion of complaint book » 1338 04 

commissioner may make governing de- 
partment and employees 1329 60 

not to modify or dispense with any pro- 
vision of act 162 68 

plumbing, to govern, old buildings 100 41 

Reimbursement of expenses incurred by 

department 1275-1280 

1344h 

Remedies 121-151 

Remedy of person whose property has been 
unjustly or Illegally destroyed or in- 
jured 1344d 

Removable panels for plumbing pipes, new 

buildings 96 

Removal— 

of employees 1329 

of nuisances, suits for 1287-1300 

1344h 
of privy vaults and school sinks, old 

buildings 100 41 

of tenants where tenement house is used 

for house of prostitution 144 64 

Civil Service laws to limit 1329 60 

Rent not recoverable in new building dur- 
ing occupation without certificate 1344 68 

123 47 

Rental of tenement houses $25 a month or 

more, period of inspection for 1344a 69 
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73 

46-67 



71 
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60 

107-121 
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SECTIONS. 

Rents— 

and profits, receiyer of, commission to 

be 10 per cent, of collections ISO 

and profits, receiver of not allowed 

counsel fees 150 

and profits, Tenement House Department 

may appoint receiver of 150 

Repair— 

of buildings 1171 

1344h 
of buildings, powers of Tenement House 

Department 1171 

of fire escapes, all buildings 35 

of roofs, all buildings 103 

of stairways, all buildings 36 

Repeal 161 

Report- 
annual 1333 

annual, to contain statistics of tenement 

houses 1334 

Mayor may call for fuller 1333 

Reporting of violations of tenement house 

act by inspectors 1344a 

Reports— 

and records of department 1344i-1344p 

deceptive, by employees, punishment 

for 1266 

1344f 
from different institutions and depart- 
ments to Tenement House Department. 1344j 
of inspectors, form, manner and scope to 

be prescribed by commissioner 1336 

of inspectors to be filed in department.. 1336 
Representing an officer or employee of de- 
partment falsely 1267 

1344g 
Reputation of premises in neighborhood 

competent evidence 145 



67 



67 



67 



78 
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17 
68 



63 
63 



74-79 



97 
72 



75 



63 
63 



73 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Request of taxpayer for Institution of an 
action against a tenement house for 
prostitution 1340 65 

Returns — 

false, by employees, punishment for 1266 97 

1344f 72 

in public halls, new buildings 72 30 

Richmond, Borough of, division for 1328 60 

Ridge ventilators in skylights, all build- 
ings 83 35 

Right— 

of department to make any order to be 

presumed 1261 91 

of entry of officers of department to all 

buildings 1344e 71 

Rights— 

of Health Department conferred upon 

Tenement House Department 1340 65 

powers and duties of Department of 
Buildings as to fire escapes on com- 
pleted tenement houses transferred to 
Tenement House Department 1341 65 

powers and duties of Fire and Police 
Departments as to obstruction of fire 
escapes transferred to Tenement 
House Department 1341 65 

powers and duties of Health and Build- 
ing Departments with regard to light- 
ing and ventilation of tenement 
houses transferred to Tenement House 
Department 1341 65 

powers and duties transferred to and 
conferred upon Tenement House De- 
partment by Fire Department 1341 65 

Rise of stairs, new buildings 17 9 

Roof or skylight over courts forbidden, 

new buildings 67 22 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Roofs— 

of tenement bouses to be Inspected 

xnontbly 1344a 69 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 48 

to be kept in repair and not to leak, all 

buildings 108 43 

Room not to be overcrowded, all buildings. 112 45 

Rooms- 
alcove, new buildings 71 30 

and halls, additional, old buildings 51-75 20-31 

78 82 

attic, new buildings 70 29 

basement and cellar, conditions of occu- 
pancy, old buildings 97 89 

basement and cellar, height of, old 

buildings 97 (1) 39 

lighting of cellar and basement, old 

buildings 97(5) 40 

basement and cellar, occupied for living 

purposes, drainage of, old buildings.. 97 (7) 40 

basement and cellar, open area in front 

of, old buildings 97 (4) 40 

basement and cellar, over wet ground, 

old buUdings 97 (6) 40 

basement and cellar, permit for occupa- 
tion of old buildings 97 39 

basement and cellar, sufficient light for, 

old buildings 97 (7) 40 

basement and cellar, to be fit for human 

habitation, old buildings 97 (7) 40 

basement and cellar, ventilation of, old 

buUdlngs 97 (5) 40 

basement and cellar, water-closets neces- 
sary for, old buildings 97 (3) 40 

basement and cellar, windows for, old 

buildings 97(5) 40 

basement or cellar, height of ceiling 
above street or ground, old build- 
ings 97 (2) 40 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Rooms (Continued)— 

height of, new buildings 7D 29 

interior, lighting and ventilation of, old 

buildings 7» 33 

interior, occupation of, old buildings.... 71^ 33 
lighting and yentilatlon of, new build- 
ings ({7 29 

number in each apartment, statement to 

be filed 131 60 

number of Increased in old buildings.... 33 16 

size of, new buildings 70 29 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 43 

to open on street, yard or court, new 

buHdings 67 29 

Rules— 

of evidence 145 54 

of practice to be established by Justices 
of Appellate Division of Supreme 
Court for conduct of sales in Tene- 
ment House Department 149 56 

Ruling of municipal authorities not to 
modify or dispense with any pro- 
vision of act 162 58 

Salaries of Deputy Commissioners 1327 59 

Salary, or part, forfeiture of 1331 62 

Sale— 

of property after entry of judgment 149 56 

of property, deed to be made by Tene- 
ment House Department 149 56 

Sanitary — 

code, violation of, a misdemeanor 1202 84 

company of police 1344n 77 

provisions 91-112 36-46 

Sash- 
door equivalent of window in public 

halls, new buildings 74 31 

openings from stair hall, forbidden, nos- 

fireprooC new buildings 19 10 
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SECTIONS. 

Sash (Continued)— 

windowitf in doors from public halls, oM 

buildtngs over four stories 80 

windows In interior rooms, siS6 of, ofd 

buildings 79 

Saving clause 1844p 

Scarlet feyer, deaths from to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 

School sinks, old buildings 100 

Schools, department may require reports 

from 1344k 

Scuttle — 

covers, old buildings 32 

not to be locked, old buildings S3 

Scuttles, old buildings 82 

Seal, official 1332 

Second- 
Deputy Commissioner 1827 

tier of beams, measurements may be 

taken at level of, new buildings 61 

tier of beams, yard may start at level of, 

corner lots, new buildings 65 

Security— 

for costs in taxpayer's action against 

tenement house 146 

for performance of duties to be given by 

receiver 150 

Separate — 

compartments for each water-closet, old 

buildings 100 

halls, what constitutes and how lis^ited, 

new buildings 72 

water-cl6set for each family, new 

buildings 95 

Service — 

of notices and orderir 133 

of notices and ordefs, time for 133 

of orders 1224 

of summons 134 
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19 

16 
16 
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41 



51 
51 



52 



IXXXiy INDEX. 

SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Service (Continued)-- 

of summons by posting 184 68 

of summons, personal 134 62 

posting of notices and orders lawful 183 61 

Sewer- 
connection for shafts, courts, areas and 

yards required, new buildings 93 37 

connection required, old buildings 100 41 

Shaft— 

definition 2 (4) 2 

vent, definition 2 (4) 2 

Shafts- 
air, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings 81 84 

air, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, duct, when necessary 81 84 

air, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, intake, when necessary 81 84 

air, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, not to ventilate water-closets... 81 84 

air, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings to be open at top 81 84 

and courts, access to bottom, all build- 
ings 106 44 

and courts, self-closing door at bottom, 

all buildings 106 44 

and courts, walls to be painted or white- 
washed, all buildings 107 44 

distance below floors of living rooms, 

new buildings 93 37 

fire escapes in forbidden, old buildings.. 12 (1) 6 

30 16 

hereafter constructed in all tenement 

houses 37 17 

light, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings 81 84 

light, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, duct, when necessary 81 84 
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Shafts (Continued)-^ 

light, hereafter constructed In old build- 
ings, intake, when necessary 81 84 

light, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, not to ventilate water-closets... 81 34 

light, hereafter constructed in old build- 
ings, to be open at top 81 84 

new, to be enclosed in cellar 37 17 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1844a 69 

to be concreted, graded, drained and 

sewer connected, new buildings 93 87 

vent, duct for, all buildings 85 35 

vent, hereafter constructed, all build- 
ings 85 85 

vent, intake for, all buildings 85 85 

vent, not to be roofed over, all buildings. 85 85 
Sheep not to be kept on premises, all build- 
ings no 45 

Sickness- 
cases of in tenement houses to be re- 
corded in Tenement House Depart- 
ment 13441 74 

weekly statement of cases to be sent 
Tenement House Department by hos- 
pitals and dispensaries 1344J 75 

Side walls and ceilings of bakeries to be 

fireproof, all buildings 41 19 

Signature— 

of Commissioner, Courts to take judicial 

notice of 1332 62 

of Deputy Commissioner, Courts to take 

judicial notice of 1832 62 

Sink in each apartment, new buildings 94 38 

Sinks— 

in halls or stairs, woodwork under, old 

buildings 99 41 

school, old buildings 100 41 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Sinks iConiinued)— 

wall surface underneath, in halls and 

stairs to be kept painted, old buildings 99 41 

site of school sink or privy vault to be 

disinfected, old buildings 100 41 

Size— 

of rooms, new buildings 70 29 

of windows for public halls, new build- 
ings 73 31 

of windows for stair halls, new build- 
ings 74 31 

Skylight- 
access to, new buildings 64 27 

at bottom of courts, new buildings 64 27 

bulkhead as, old buildings 83 35 

for new yard water-closet structure, old 

buildings 100 41 

all buildings 83 35 

Slats, wooden, to be removed from fire 

escapes, old buildings 30 15 

Sleepers- 
wooden, forbidden in stair halls, non- 
fireproof new buildings 18 10 

wooden, stair halls, fireproof new build- 
ings 2 (9) 2 

Smallpox, deaths from to be recorded in 

Tenement House Department 18441 74 

Soliciting in tenement house 141 63 

Space- 
around plumbing pipes to be air-tight, 

new buildings 96 38 

around plumbing pipes to be sealed, new 

buildings 96 ' 38 

underneath sinks in halls and stairs to 

be left open, old buildings 99 41 

underneath water-closets to be left open, 

old buildings 98 40 

under stairs to upper stories to be left 

open, pon-fireproof new buildings 25 13 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Specifications— 

and plans may be amended 1342 66 

121 46 
and plans not to be removed from de- 
partment 1342 66 

121 46 

and plans to be examined 1342 66 

121 46 

and plans to be public records 1342 66 

121 46 
and plans to conform to act and ordi- 
nances 1342 66 

121 46 
examination of, duty of New Building 

Bureau 1330 61 

filing of, duty of New Building Bureau.. 1330 61 

to be filed by owner, agent or architect. 1342 66 

121 46 
Stable— 

in tenement house forbidden, all build- 
ings 110 45 

on same premises with tenement house 

forbidden, all buildings 110 45 

Stairs- 
additional, when necessary, fireproof new 

buildings 16 9 

additional, when necessary, non-fireproof 

new buildings 15 9 

and halls, sinics in space underneath to 

be left open, old buildings 99 41 

entrance for each fiight, new buildings.. 17 9 
from entrance to roof, new buildings.... 14 8 
outside, in lieu of fire escapes, all build- 
ings 12 4 

29 15 
outside, wooden, as fire escape, unlaw- 
ful, old buildings 30 15 

rise, new buildings 17 9 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 43 
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Stairs {Continued)^ 

to be widened, fireproof new buildings... 16 9 
to b<3 widened, non-fireproof new build- 
ings 15 9 

to roof, encumbrance of, new buildings.. 13 8 
to roof, encumbrance of, old buildings... 32 16 
to roof, fireproof, new buildings exceed- 
ing three stories 13 8 

to scuttles, old buildings 32 16 

to upper stories, closet under forbidden, 

non-fireproof new buildings 25 13 

to upper stories, encumbrance of space 
under forbidden, non-fireproof new 

buildings 25 13 

to upper stories, space under to be left 

open, non-fireproof new buildings 25 13 

treads, new buildings 17 9 

width of, new buildings 14 8 

winders, new buildings 17 9 

Stairs, cellar- 
inside, permitted, fireproof new build- 
ings 24 13 

inside, prohibited, non-fireproof new 

buildings exceeding three stories 23 13 

under stairs to upper stories forbidden, 

new buildings 24 13 

under stairs to upper stories permitted, 

fireproof new buildings 24 13 

when to be fireproof, new buildings 23 18 

Stair hall- 
definition 2 (6) 2 

windows on courts fireproof, new build- 
ings 18 10 

Stair halls- 
doors fireproof, non-fireproof new build- 
ings 19 10 

enclosed with brick walls, non-fireproof 

new buildings 19 10 

fireproof, new buildings 18 10 
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SECTIONS. 

Stair halls (Continued)— 

fireproof new buildings, wooden flooring 

in 2(9) 

fireproof new buildings, wooden hand- 
rails 2(9) 

fireproof new buildings, wooden sleepers. 2 (9) 

fireproof new buildings, wooden treads... 2 (9) 

floors flreproof, new buildings 18 

lighting of, new buildings 74 

new buildings exceeding three stories 

and cellar 18 

new buildings, less than three stories... 18 
to be flreproof if number of rooms in- 
creased or height increased, old build- 
ings 33 

to be shut off from non-flreproof portions 
of public halls, non-flreproof new 

buildings 19 

ventilation of, new buildings 74 

windows, size of, new buildings 74 

wooden flooring in, forbidden, non-flre- 
proof new buildings 18 

wooden sleepers forbidden, non-flreproof 

new buildings 18 

Stairway openings, new fire escapes 12 (4) 

Stairways- 
banisters for, all buildings 86 

new flre escapes 12 (2) 

12 (6) 

new flre escapes, angle of 12 (2) 

new flre escapes, steps, length 12 (2) 

new flre escapes, steps, rise 12 (2) 

new fire escapes, steps, width 12 (2) 

railings for, all buildings 36 

repair of, all buildings. 86 

Standards, new flre escape 12 (6) 

Statement— 

of moneys received each month by 

counsel to be rendered commissioner.. 1344c 



2 
2 
2 

10 
31 

10 
10 



16 



10 
81 
81 

10 

10 
6 

17 
6 
7 
6 
6 
6 
6 
17 
17 
< 
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SECTIONS. 

Statement iContinued) — 

of necessary disbursements in the prose- 
cutiou of actions and proceedings to 
be made by counsel to commissioner.. 1344c 

to be filed of number of apartments in 

each house 131 

to be filed of number of families occu- 
pying house 131 

to be filed of number of rooms in each 

apartment 131 

to be filed of occupations carried on in 

house 131 

to be filed of trades carried on in house.. 131 

weekly, from Police Department to 
Tenement House Department of ar- 
rests of persons living in tenement 

houses 1344J 

Statistics of tenement houses to be kept in 

Tenement House Department 1334 

Statutes repealed 161 

Steps- 
new fire escape stairway, length 12 (2) 

new fire escape stairway, rise 12 (2) 

new fire escape stairway, width 12 (2) 

Stone fioors for water-closet compartments, 

new buildings 95 

Stops, fire, new buildings 27 

Storage— 

and handling of rags forbidden, all 

buildings 110 

of articles dangerous to life or health 

forbidden, all buildings 40 

of combustible materials prohibited, all 

buildings 40 

of cotton forbidden, all buildings 40 

of excelsior forbidden, all buildings 40 

of feed forbidden, all buildings 40 

of hay forbidden, all buildings 40 
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SO 



50 



50 



50 
50 



75 

63 
58 

5 
5 
5 

38 
14 



45 

18 

18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
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SECTIONS. 

Storage iContinued)— 

of rags forbidden, all buildings 40 

of straw forbidden, all buildings 40 

Stores- 
paint, liquor and drug, doors to halls 

from, to be fireproof, all buildings.... 42 

paint, liquor and drug, transoms to halls 

forbidden, all buildings 42 

Straw, storage of forbidden, all buildings.. 40 

Street court, definition 2 (3) 

Street to street, lots running through from, 

yards of, new buildings 56 

Street, width of to regulate height of new 

buildings 52 

Structure, new yard water-closet, height 

of, old buildings 100 

Sub-contractor violating building laws in 

tenement houses, penalty 127 

Subordinates, commissioner to appoint and 

remove 1329 

Sufficient light to be provided for basement 

and cellar rooms, old buildings 97 (7) 

Suit- 
abatement by .^ 1287-1300 

for recovery of damages to be brought 
within six months after cause of ac- 
tion arises 1344d 

Suits— 

for abatement or removal of nuisances.. 12S7-1S00 

1344h 
to be tried in the name of the Tenement 
House Department of the City of 

New York 1344c 

Summons- 
may be served by posting 184 

personal service of 184 

service of 134 

Superficial floor area of rooms, new build- 
ings 70 



18 
18 



19 

19 
18 

1 

22 
20 
41 
49 
60 
40 
107-122 



71 



107-122 
73 



70 

52 
52 
52 

29 
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SECTIONS. PAGBS. 

Superintendent of Buildings to grant cer- 
tificate that new tenement house con- 
forms to certain sections of act 1344 68 

Supply, water, all buildings 104 43 

Supreme Court- 
justices of Appellate Division to estab- 
lish rules of practice for conduct of 
sales in Tenement House Department. 149 56 

taxpayer's action against tenement house 

to be brought in 147 S& 

Surface, floor, beneath sinks in halls and 
stairs to be kept painted, old build- 
ings 99 41 

Survey of premises, by employees of de- 
partment authorized 1844e 71 

Suspension of employees 1331 62 

Swine not to be kept on the premises, all 

buildings 110 45 

System of keeping records by card cata- 
logue 13441 74 

Tanks— 

and pumps to be provided, all buildings. 104 43 

flush, of new yard water-closets to be 

protected against frost, old buildings. 100 41 

of tenement houses to be inspected 

monthly 1344a 69 

Taxpayer may institute action against tene- 
ment house 146 56 

Taxpayer's — 

action against tenement house, proced- 
ure in 147 65 

request for institution of an action 
against tenement house for prostitu- 
tion 1840 61 

Tenant- 
responsible for encumbrance of flre 

escapes 126 48 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Tenant iContinued)— 

responsible for placing filth, urine and 

fecal matter in improper places, all 

buildings 105 43 

removal of where tenement house is 

used for house of prostitution 144 54 

Tenement house- 
death rate of to be recorded in Tenement 

House Department 18441 74 

definition 2 (1) 1 

each, records of to be recorded in 

Bureau of Records 1330 61 

existing, diminution of lot restricted.... 76 32 

existing, diminution of yard restricted... 77 32 

fireproof, definition 2 (9) 2 

new building on same lot with 66 2S 

new on lot on which there is another 

building 66 28 

Squad 1344n 77 

subject to penalty of |1,000 142 S3 

taxpayer's request for institution of an 

action against, for prostitution 1340 65 

use of as house of prostitution with per- 
mission of owner or lessee 143 54 

use of for prostitution with permission 

of owner or lessee defined 144 54 

Tenement houses— 

annual deaths in to be recorded in 

Tenement House Department 13441 74 

frame, not to be altered to exceed two 

stories 34 17 

frame, outside of fire limits 28 14 

height of, how measured, new buildings. 52 20 

height of proportionate to width of 

street, new buildings 52 20 

hereafter erected, duty of New Building 

Bureau to examine plans for 1330 61 
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SECTIONS. PAGES. 

Tenement houses (Continued)— 

hereafter erected, proYisions applicable 
to 



u-« 


4.1S 


8I-7S 


17-n 


8t-96 


S**39 


1«L-112 


42-46 


121 


46 


122 


47 


128 


48 



hereafter erected, water in each apart- 
ment 94 38 

increase of height restricted, old build- 
ings 77a 82 

less than four stories, fire escapes on, 

new buildings 12 4-8 

less than four stories, fire escapes on, old 

buildings 12 4 

29 16 

less than three stories new stair halls in. 18 10 

new and old, provisions applicable to.... 35-42 17-19 

82-S5 84-36 

101-112 42-46 

new fire escapes on, all buildings 12 4-8 

35 17 
new, inspection of, duty of New Build- 
ing Bureau 1880 61 

new rear 65 28 

not to be altered contrary to law 2 (10) 8 

now existing, fire escapes 29-80 16 

31 16 

8S 17 

now existing, prorisions applicable to... 29-42 16-19 

76-85 82-^ 

97-112 89-46 

old, existing fire escapes, when sufficient. 29 16 

old, fire escapes 29-30 16 

31 16 

35 17 
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SECTIONS. 

Tenement houEes (Continued)-- 

over three stories, entrance hall enclosed 

with brick walls, new buildings 20 

statistics of to be kept in department.... 1334 

to be constructed and maintained in con- 
formity with existing law, except as 

specified in act 162 

to be maintained according to law 2 (10) 

to be maintained in conformity with ex- 
isting law 162 

when to be fireproof, new buildings 11 

where rental is $25 a nM>nth or more, 

period of inspection for 1344a 

wooden, not to be altered to exceed two 

stories, old buildings 34 

wooden, outside fire limits 28 

Tenement House Commissioner- 
appointment of ^326 

may administer oath 1337 

may design and adopt a departmental 

seal 1^2 

may organize necessary bureaus 1330 

may provide for publicity of records 1334 

may take affidavit 1337 

salary 1326 

term of office 1326 

title 1326 

to approve plans and specifications if 

lawful 1342 

to assign employees to different bureaus. 1330 
to assign inspectors to different parts 

of city 1330 

to cause inspection of tenement houses 
in course of construction or altera- 
tion 134a 

to cause monthly inspections of com- 
pleted tenement houses 1344a 



11 
6S 



68 
t 



68 
4 



17 
14 



62 
61 
63 
64 
69 
69 
69 

66 
61 

61 
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SECTIONS. 

Tenement House Commiseioner {Continued) — 
to have discretionary powers as to fre- 
quency of inspection of tenement 
houses where monthly rental is $25 or 

more 1344a 

to investigate complaints 1338 

to issue orders requiring removal of 

violations 1344a 

to keep complaint book 1338 

to make annual report 1833 

to pay monthly to comptroller all 

moneys collected 1344c 

to prescribe duties of inspectors in In- 
spection Bureau 1330 

to prescribe form, manner and scope of 

reports of inspectors 1336 

to prescribe manner and form of keep- 
ing records 1330 

to receive moneys collected by counsel.. 1344c 

to receive reports of inspectors 1336 

Tenement House Commissioner's signature, 

Courts to take Judicial notice of 1332 

Tenement House Department— 

as party plaintiff and defendant 1259 

employees of 1326 

may apply to Court for leave to sell 

property 149 

may appoint receiver of rents and 

profits 150 

may require changes made at earlier 

period than time fixed by act 164 

may require reports from other depart- 
ments 1344k 

need not give an undertaking lS44b 

ofllces of 1326 

organization of 1826-1829 

powers of in regard to repair of build- 
ings 1171 

powers of in relation to nuisances 1176 



69 
64 

69 
64 
63 

70 

61 

63 

61 
70 
63 

62 

90 
69 

56 

67 

68 

76 

70 

69 

69-61 

80 
81 
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BBCTIONS. 

Tenement House Department {Continued) — 
rules of practice for conduct of sales In, 
to be established by Justices of Appel- 
late Division of Supreme Court 149 

to be plaintifC in proceedings for prostl- 

tution 146 

to enforce certain provisions of tenement 

house act 1840 

to make deed for sale of property 149 

T«rm of office of Tenement House Commis- 
sioner 1326 

Terra cotta blocks, entrance halls, fireproof 

new buildings 20 

Three-story— 

six-family new buildings, inner courts, 

length and width of 61 

six-family new buildings, outer courts, 

width of 58-59 

Tier of beams, first, in new buildings five 

stories or more in height 21 

Tile floors for water-closet compartments, 

new buildings 95 

Time- 
act takes efCect 165 

for compliance 164 

for making alterations to existing houses. 164 

for making changes in existing houses... 164 

for removal of tenants when house is 

used for prostitution 144 

for service of notices and orders 133 

within which action for recovery of 

damages may be brought 1344d 

within which new building certificate 

shall be issued 1344 

122 

Title 1 

of action in prostitution proceedings.... 146 

Trades carried on in house, statements to 

be filed 131 



65 



65 

56 



59 



U 



25 



23 



11 



58 
58 
58 
58 

54 
51 

71 



47 
1 
55 

50 
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SECTIONS. PAGSS. 
Transfer— 

of property from other departments to 

Tenement House Department 13441 74 

of tenement house, grantor or grantee to 

file notice of transfer In Tenement 

House Department 131 60 

to Tenement House Department of rights, 

powers and duties of Department of 

Buildings with regard to fire escapes 

on completed tenement houses 1341 66 

to Tenement House Department of rights, 

powers and duties of Fire and Police 

Departments as to obstruction of fire 

escapes 1341 66 

to Tenement House Department of rights, 

powers and duties of Health and 

Building Departments with regard to 

lighting and ventilation of tenement 

houses 1341 65 

Transoms— 

in stair hall forbidden in non-fireproof, 

new buildings 19 10 

to halls from paint, liquor and drug 

stores forbidden, all buildings 42 19 

Traps of new yard water-closets to be pro- 
tected against frost, old buildings 100 41 

Trays, drip, prohibited, new buildings 95 38 

Treads- 
new fire escapes *. 12 (6) 7 

of stairs, new buildings 17 9 

wooden, permitted, stair halls, new 

buildings 18 10 

wooden, stair halls, fireproof, new build- 
ings 2 (9) 2 

Treasury, city, penalties to be paid into.... 163 68 

Trial of suits for abatement of nuisances.. 12S9 108 

Tuberculosis, deaths from to be recorded in 

Tenement House Department 13441 74 
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SECTIONS. PAQBS. 

Typhoid fever, deaths from to be recorded 

in Tenement House Department 13441 74 

Undertaking not necessary in prosecuting.. 1844b 70 

Uniform for Inspectors 1335 61 

Uninhabitable houses— 

proceedings for condemnation of 1300 119 

to be condemned by Tenement House 

Department 1299 118 

Unlawful occupation of new building 1344 68 

122 47 
Urine not to be placed in improper places, 

all buildings 105 43 

Use— 

of tenement house for house of prostitu- 
tion with permission of owner or 

lessee 143 54 

of tenement house for prostitution with 

permission of owner or lessee defined. 144 5i 

presumption of .with permission of owner 

for prostitution 145 54 

Uses prohibited, all buildings 110 45 

Using badge, emblem or insignia of depart- 

ment without authority 1267 98 

1344g 73 

Vacation— 

of new buildings occupied without cer- 
tificate required 1344 68 

123 47 

of premises, procedure for 128 49 

of premises, service of papers 134 52 

Vagrant, prostitute in tenement house 

deemed a 141 53 

Vaults, privy, old buildings 100 41 

Vent shaft, definition 2 (4) 2 

Vent shafts- 
duct for, all buildings 85 35 

hereafter constructed, all buildings 85 35 

hereafter constructed, increase in size, 

when necessary, all buildings 85 35 
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BBCTIONS. PAGES. 

Vent shafts iContinued)— 

intake for, all buUdings 85 85 

not to be roofed over, all buildings 86 85 

Ventilating skylights, all buildings 88 85 

Ventilation— 

and light, inspectors of, minimum num- 
ber in New Building Bureau 1328 60 

and light of tenement houses, plans for 
new buildings. New Building Bureau 
to file and examine 1330 61 

and lighting of tenement houses, rights, 
powers and duties of Health and 
Building Departments transferred to 
Tenement House Department 1341 65 

and light provisions 51-85 20-36 

of additional rooms and halls, old build- 
ings 61-75 20-31 

78 82 

of basement and cellar rooms, old build- 
ings 97(5) 40 

of interior rooms, old buildings 79 83 

of new water-closet compartments, old 

buildings 100 41 

of public halls, new buildings 72 30 

of stair halls, new buildings 74 81 

of water-closet compartments, new build- 
ings 95 38 

Ventilators in skylights, all buildings 83 36 

Violation— 

of building laws in tenement houses 127 49 

of building ordinances in tenement 

houses 127 49 

of building regulations in tenement 

houses 127 49 

of departmental orders, actions for 1262 91 

of departmental orders, arrests for 1263 95 

of orders of department, punishment for. 1222-1224 85-86 

1344h 73 

on Sanitary Code a misdemeanor 1202 84 
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8BCTION8. PAQBS. 

ViolatloDB 125-126 48 

127 49 
of law and ordinance! In completed tene- 
ment housei to be recorded by Inspec- 
tion Bureau 1880 a* 

of Tenement House Act In new bulldlnga 
and alterations. New Building Bureau 

to record 1880 (Q 

of Tenement House Act to be Imme- 
diately reported by Inspectors 1844a 69 

penalties for 126 43 

procedure for preyentlon 128 49 

wilful, fine for 126 43 

Wainscoting, new, all buildings 88 18 

Wall paper, all buildings 108 46 

Wall surface underneath sinks In halls and 
stairs to be kept painted, old build- 
ings 99 41 

Walls— 

and ceilings of cellar to be whitewashed 

or painted, all buildings 102 48 

damp-prooflng of, new buildings 91 (5) -92 87 

enclosing entrance halls, new buildings 

over three stories 20 11 

enclosing stair halls, non-fireproof, new 

buildings 19 10 

foundation, damp-proofing and water- 
proofing of, new buildings 92 87 

no paper to be placed on same until all 

pld paper Is remoTed, all buildings... 108 46 

of courts and shafts to be painted or 

whitewashed, all buildings 107 44 

to be cleaned before papering or paint- 
ing, all buildings 108 46 

to be kept clean, all buildings 106 48 

waterproofing of, new buildings 91 (5) -92 87 

Warrant may be Issued by department 1268 96 
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Water not to be turned on in new building 

without certificate 1344 68 

123 47 

Water-cloaet— 

accommodations, new buildings 95 38 

compartments, access to, new buildings.. 75 81 

compartments, floors to be waterproof, 

new buildings 95 38 

compartments, lighting of, new buildings 96 38 

compartments, new, lighting and ventila- 
tion of, old buildings 100 41 

compartments to be lighted at night, new 

buildings 95 38 

compartments, ventilation of, new build- 
ings 95 38 

for each family, new buildings 95 38 

seats, space underneath to be left open, 

old buildings 98 40 

structure, new yard, skylight for, old 

buildings 100 41 

structure new yard, height of, old build- 
ings 100 41 

windows, new buildings 09 29 

Water-closets— 

for basement and cellar rooms, new 

buUdings 91(8) 86 

in yards, old buildings 100 41 

necessary for basement and cellar rooms, 

old-buildings 97(8) 40 

new floors to be waterproof, old build- 
ings 100 41 

new yard, flush tanks to be protected 

against frost, old buildings 100 41 

new yard, lighted at night, old buildings. 100 41 

new yard, pipes to be protected against 

frost, old buildings 100 41 

new yard, new traps of, to be protected 

against frost, old buildings 100 41 



cUi 



SECTIONS. 

Water-closets (Continued)— 

of tenement houses to be Inspected 

monthly 1344a 

one for eyery two families, old buildings. 100 
separate compartment for each, old build- 
ings 100 

space beneath and around to be kept in 

good order and painted, old buildings. 98 

substitution for privy vaults and school 

sinks required, old buildings 100 

to be kept clean, all buildings 105 

to be located within apartments, new 

buildings 95 

to be open, new buildings 95 

woodwork under, old buildings 98 

Water pressure beneath basement or cellar 

living rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 

Waterproof- 
floors for new water-closet compart- 
ments, old buildings 100 

base required for water-closet compart- 
ments, new buildings 95 

floors required for water-closet compart- 
ments, new buildings 95 

Waterproofing— 

and damp-proofing of foundation walls, 

new buildings 92 

and damp-prooflng of lowest floors, new 

buildings 92 

of basement and cellar floors, new build- 
ings 91 (6) 

of lowest floor, basement and cellar 

rooms, old buildings 97 (6) 

of walls, new buildings 91 (5)-92 

Water Supply- 
all buildings 104 

general failure of by city authorities, all 

buildings 104 

new buildings 94 



69 
41 

41 

40 

41 
43 
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40 



41 



37 



37 



37 



40 
37 
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43 

88 
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Watertight, basement and cellar floors to 

be, all buildings 101 42 

Wearing badge, emblem or insignia of de- 
partment without authority 1267 98 

1344g 73 
Weekly- 
reports of inspectors 1336 63 

statement from Police Department to 
Tenement House Department of ar- 
rests of persons living in tenement 

houses 1344J 75 

statement of sickness In hospitals and 
dispensaries to be sent to Tenement 

House Department 1344J 76 

Wet ground, basement and cellar rooms 

over, old buildings 97 (6) 40 

Widening— 

of public halls and stairs, flreproof, new 

buildings 16 9 

of public halls and stairs, non-flreproof, 

new buildings 15 9 

Width- 

and length of inner courts enclosed on 

four sides proportionate to height of 

buildings, new buildings 62 26 

and length of inner courts, three-story, 

six-family, new buildings 61 25 

of entrance halls, new buildings 20 11 

of outer courts on lot line, new buildings. 58 23 

of stairs and public halls, new buildings. 14 8 

of street to regulate height of new 

buildings 52 20 

of street to regulate increase of height 
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TENEMENT HOUSE ACT, 



An Act in relation to tenement houses in cities of the 
rst class. Became a law April 12, 1901. 

CHAPTER I. 

DEFINITIONS. 

Section v. Short title and applicatlpd. — ^This act 
may be cite^as the Tenement House Act, and its pro- 
visions shall aWly to cities of the fi^t class. 

§ 2. Definitionl^-Certain words used in this act 
are defined for th^aurposes the^f as follows: 

(1) A tenement hoai|e is ai^y house or building, or 
portion thereof, which\fl rented, leased, let or hired 
out, to be occupied, or is d^upied as the home or resi- 
dence of three families/or\aore liying independently 
of each other, and do^ thein^ooking upon the prem- 
ises, or by more th^ two fammes upon any floor, so 
living and cooking but having a\ommon right in the 
halls, stairways, yards, water-cloi(|ts or privies, or 
some of the 

(2) A/urd is an open unoccupied spa^on the same 
lot with a tenement house, between the OKtreme rear 

tie of the house and the rear line of the la 
(8) A court is an open unoccupied space, o£Hf r than 
a yard, on the same lot with a tenement house, \court 
not extending to the street or yard is an inner CQurt. 



A court extending to the street or yard is an oater 
court If it extends to the street it is a street court 
If it extends to the yard it is a yard court 

(4) A shaft includes exterior and interior shafts, 
whether for air, light elevator, dumbwaiter, or any 
other purpose. A vent shaft is one used solely to 
ventilate or light a water-closet compartment or bath- 
room. 

(5) A public hall is a hall, corridor or passageway 
not within an apartment. 

(6) A stair hall includes the stairs, stair landings 
and those portions of the public halls through which 
it is necessary to pass in going between the entrance 
floor and the roof. 

(7) A basement is a story partly but not more than 
one-half below the level of the curb. 

(8) A cellar is a story more than one-half below the 
level of the curb. 

(9) A fireproof tenement house is one the walls of 
which are constructed of brick, stone, iron or other 
hard incombustible material, and in which there are 
no wood beams or lintels, and in which the floors, 
roofs, stair halls and public halls are built entirely of 
brick, stone, iron or other hard incombustible ma- 
terial, and in which no woodwork or other Inflam- 
mable material is used in any of the partitions, fur- 
rings or ceilings. But this definition shall not be con- 
strued as prohibiting, elsewhere than in the stair halls 
or entrance halls, the use of wooden flooring on top 
of the fireproof floors or the use of wooden sleepers, 
nor as prohibiting wooden handrails and hard- wood 



treads such as described in section eighteen of this 
act. 

(10) The word shall is always mandatory, and not 
directory, and denotes that the house shall be main- 
tained in all respects according to the mandate, as 
long as it continues to be a tenement house. 

(11) Wherever the words, charter, ordinances, reg- 
ulations, department of buildings, department of 
health, department of water supply, fire department, 
corporation counsel, city treasury or fire limits occur 
in this act they shall be construed as if followed by 
the words " of the city in which the tenement house 
is situated.*' 

§ 3. Buildings converted or altered. — A building not 
erected for use as a tenement house, if hereafter con- 
verted or altered to such use, shall thereupon become 
subject to all the provisions of this act affecting tene- 
ment houses hereafter erected. 

§ 4. Buildings in process of erection. — A tenement 
house not now completed, but the excavation for 
which shall have been commenced in good faith on 
or before the first day of June, nineteen hundred and 
one, after approval of the plans therefor by the de- 
partment of buildings, and the first tier of beams of 
which shall have been set on or before the first day 
of August, nineteen hundred and one, shall be sub- 
ject only to the provisions of this act affecting now 
existing tenement houses; provided that the plans for 
said house were filed in said department on or before 
the tenth day of April, nineteen hundred and one, 
and were in accordance with the laws in force at the 



time of filing, and that the building is built in accord- 
ance with such laws. 

CHAPTER II. 

PBOTECTION FBOM FIBE. 

Title I. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO TENEMENT HOUSES 
HEBEAFTEB EBECTED. 

Section 11. Fireproof tenements, when required.— 
Every tenement house hereafter erected exceeding 
six stories or parts of stories, in height above the curb 
level, shall be a fireproof tenement house, nor shall 
any tenement house be altered so as to exceed such 
height without being made a fireproof tenement 
house. A cellar the ceiling of which does not extend 
more than two feet above the curb level is not )a 
story within the meaning of this section. 

§ 12. Fire escapes. — Every non-fireproof tenement 
house hereafter erected, unless provided with fireproof 
outside stairways directly accessible to each apart- 
ment, shall have fire escapes located and constructed 
as in this section required, except that tenement 
houses that are less than four stories in height and 
which also do not contain accommodations for more 
than four families in all, may be equipped with such 
other iron, steel, or wire cable fire escapes as may be 
approved by the department of buildings, such 
escapes must be capable of sustaining two thousand 
pounds, and be of sufficient length to reach from the 
top floor to the ground, and with rungs not more than 
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twelve inches apart and not less than fifteen inches in 
length. 

(1) The fire escapes shall open directly from at 
least one room in each apartment at each story above 
the ground floor, and no fire escape shall be placed 
in a court except as provided in section fifty-seven 
of this act. Fire escapes may project into the public 
highway to a distance not greater than four feet 
beyond the building line. 

(2) The fire escapes shall consist of outside open 
iron balconies and stairways. The stairways shall be 
placed at an augle of not more than sixty degrees, 
with steps not less than six inches in width and 
twenty inches in length, and with a rise of not 
more than ulue inches. The balcony on the top 
floor, except in case of a front fire escape, shall be 
provided with a goose-neck ladder leading from said 
balcony to and above the roof. 

(3) Balconies. — The balconies shall not be less than 
three feet in width, taking in at least one window of 
each apartment at each story above the ground floor. 
They shall be below and not more than one foot be- 
low the window sills and extend in front of and not 
less than nine inches beyond each window. There 
shall be a landing not less than twenty-four inches 
square at the head and foot of each stairway. The 
stairway opening on each platform shall be of a size 
suflScient to provide clear headway. 

(4) Floors of balconies. — The floors of balconies 
shall be of wrought iron or steel slats not less than 
one and a half inches by three-eighths of an inch, 



placed not more than one and one quarter inches 
apart, and well secured and riveted to iron battens 
one and a half inches by three-eighths of an inch, not 
over three feet apart and riveted at the intersection. 
Tlie openings for stairways in all buildings shall not 
be less than twenty-one inches wide and thirty-six 
Inches long, and such openings shall have no covers 
of any kind. The platforms or balconies shall be 
constructed and erected to safely sustain in all their 
parts a safe load at a ratio of four to one, of not less 
than eighty pounds per square foot of surface. 

(5) Railings. — The outside top rail Shall extend 
around the entire length of the platform and In all 
cases shall go through the wall at each end, and be 
properly secured by nuts and four-inch square 
washers at least three-eighths of an inch thick, and 
no top rail shall be connected at angles by cast iron. 
The top rail of balconies shall be one and three- 
quarter inches by one-half inch of wrought iron, or 
one and a half inch angle iron one-quarter inch thick. 
The bottom rails shall be one and one-half inches by 
three-eighths of an inch wrought iron, or one and a 
half inch angle iron, one-quarter inch thick, well 
leaded into the wall. The standards or flUing-in bars 
shall be not less than one-half inch round or square 
wroujrht iron, well riveted to the top and bottom rails 
and platform frame. Such standards or filling-ln bars 
shall be securely braced by outside brackets at suit- 
able intervals, and shall be placed not more than six 
inches from centres: the height of railings shall in no 
case be less than two feet nine inches. 



(d) Stairways. — The stairways shall be constiucted 
and erected to fully sustain in all their parts a safe 
load at a ratio of four to oue of not less than one hun- 
dred pounds per step, with the exception of the tread 
which must safely sustain at said ratio a load of two 
hundred pounds. The treads shall be flat open treads 
not less than six inches wide and with a ilse of not 
more than nine inches. The stairs shall be not less 
than twenty inches wide. The strings shall be not 
less than three-inch channels of iron or steel, or other 
shape equally strong, and shall rest upon and be 
fastened to a bracket, which shall be fastened 
through the wall as hereinafter provided. The strings 
shall be securely fastened to the balcony at the top, 
and the steps in all cases shall be double-riveted or 
bolted to the strings. The stairs shall have three- 
quarter inch handrails of wrought iron, well braced. 

(7) Brackets. — The brackets shall not be less 
than one-half inch by one and three-quarter 
inches wrought iron, placed edgewise, or one 
and three-quarter inch angle iron, one-quarter 
inch thick, well braced; they shall not be more 
than four feet apart, and shall be braced by 
means of not less than three-quarters of an inch 
square wrought iron, and shall extend two-thirds of 
the width of the respective balconies or brackets. 
The brackets shall go through the wall and be turned 
down three inches, or be properly secured by nuts and 
four-Inch square washers at least three-eighths of an 
inch thick. On new buildings the brackets shall be 
set as the walls are being built. When brackets are 
put on tenement houses already erected the part going 
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through the wall shall not be less than one inch In 
diameter with screw nuts and washers not less than 
five inches square and one-half an inch thick. 

(8) Drop-ladders. — A proper drop-ladder shall be re- 
quired from the lower balcony when the floor of such 
balcony is more than fourteen feet above the sidewalk 
or ground. 

(9) Painting. — All the parts of such fire escapes 
shall receive not less than two coats of paint, one in 
the shop and one after erection. All fire escape bal- 
conies shall contain a plate firmly fastened to the 
standards or tiUing-in bars near the top railing in 
front of each window, such plate to contain in plain, 
large, prominent, raised letters, each letter to be not 
less than one-half an inch in length, the following 
words: ** Any one placing any encumbrance on this 
balcony will be fined ten dollars." 

§ 13. Bulkheads. — Every tenement house hereafter 
erected shall have in the roof a fireproof bulkhead 
with a fireproof door to the same, and every tene- 
ment bouse hereafter erected exceeding three stories 
and cellar in height shall have fireproof stairs with 
a guide or handrail leading to the roof, and such stairs 
shall be kept free from encumbrance at all times. 
No bullvhead door shall at any time be locked with 
a key, but it may be fastened on the inside by mov- 
able bolts or hooks. 

§ 14. Stairs and public halls. — Every tenement 
house hereafter erected shall have at least one flight 
of stairs extending from the entrance floor to the roof, 



and the stairs and public lialls therein shall jeaeh be 
at least three feet wide in the clear. 

§ 15. Stairways in non-fireproof buildings. — Every 
non-fireproof tenement house hereafter erected con- 
taining over twenty-six apartments or suites of rooms 
above the entrance story shall also have an additional 
flight of stairs for every additional twenty-six apart- 
ments or fraction thereof; If said house contains not 
more than thirty-six apartments above the entrance 
story, in lieu of an additional stairway, the stairs and 
public halls throughout the entire building may each 
be at least one-half wider than is specified in sections 
fourteen and twenty of this act. 

§ 16. Stairways in fireproof buildings. — Every fire- 
proof tenement house hereafter erected containing 
over thirty-six apartments or suites of rooms above 
the entrance story shall also have an additional flight 
of stairs for every additional thirty-six apartments 
or fraction thereof; but if said house contains not 
more than forty-eight apartments above the entrance 
story, in lieu of an additional stairway the stairs and 
public halls throughout the entire building may each 
be at least one-half wider than is specified in sections 
fourteen and twenty of this act; and a power pas- 
senger elevator, enclosed in a separate shaft from the 
stairs and distant not less than thirty-five feet from 
the main flight of stairs, shall be deemed the equiva- 
lent of an adc^Itional flight. 

§ 17. Stairways, continued. — Each flight of stairs 
mentioned in the last three sections shall have an 
entrance on the entrance floor from the street or 



sti'eet eourt, or from an inner court which connects 
directly with the street. All stairs shall be con- 
structed with a rise of not more than seven and one- 
half inches and with treads not less than ten inches 
wide and not less than three feet long in the clear. 
Where winders are used, all treads at a point eighteen 
inches from the strings on the well side shall be at 
least ten inches wide. 

§ 18. Stair halls.— The stair halls in all non-fire- 
proof as well as fireproof tenement houses hereafter 
erected exceeding three stories and cellar in height 
shall be constructed of fireproof material throughout, 
except as in this section specified. The risers, strings 
and banisters shall be of metal or stone. The treads 
shall be of metal, slate or stone, or of hard wood not 
less than two inches thick. Wooden hand rails to 
stairs will be permitted if constructed of hard wood. 
The floors of all such stair halls shall be constructed 
of iron or steel beams and fii-eproof filling and no 
wooden fiooring or sleepers shall be permitted. All 
windows on such stair halls opening on courts shall 
be of good quality wire-glass in frames of fireproof 
material. 

§ 19. Stair halls, continued. — In every non-flreproof 
tenement house hereafter erected exceeding three 
stories and cellar in height all stair halls shall be 
enclosed on all sides with brick walls. The doors 
opening from such stair halls shall b4 fireproof and 
self-closing, and if provided with glass such glass 
shall be good quality wire-glass. There shall be no 
transom or movable sash opening from such stair hall 



to any other part of the house. Each stair hall shall 
be shut off from all non-fireproof portions of iho pub- 
lic halls and from all other non-fireproof parts of the 
building, on each story, by self-closing fireproof doora, 
and If glass is used in such doors it shall be of good 
quality wire-glass. 

§ 20. Entrance halls. — Every entrance hall in a 
tenement house hereafter erected shall be at least 
three feet six inches wide in the clear, from the en- 
trance up to and including the stair enclosure, and be- 
yond this point at least three feet wide in the clear. 
In tenement houses hereafter erected exceeding three 
stories and cellar in height every entrance hall shall 
be enclosed with brick walls, except that in a fire- 
proof tenement house hereafter erected it may be 
enclosed with terra cotta blocks not less than four 
inches thick and with angle iron construction, and 
shall comply with all the conditions of the preceding 
sections of this act as to the construction of stair 
halls. If such entrance hall is the only entrance to 
more than one flight of stairs, that portion of said 
hall between the entrance and the first flight of stairs 
shall be increased one-half in width in every part for 
each such additional flight of stairs. In every tene- 
ment house hereafter erected, access shall be had 
from the street to the yard, either in a direct line or 
through a court. 

§ 21. First tier of beams. — In all non-fireproof as 
well as fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected 
five stories or more in height, exclusive of the cellar, 
the first floor above the lowest cellar, or, if there be 
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no cellar, above the lowest story, shall be constructed 
fireproof with Iron or steel beams and fireproof floor- 
ing; and the bottom flanges and all exposed por- 
tions of such iron or steel beams below the abutments 
of the floor arches or flUing shall be entirely encased 
with hard-burnt clay or porous terra cotta or with 
metal lath properly secured and plastered on the 
under side. In all non-flreproof tenement houses 
hereafter erected less than flve stories in height, 
where the flrst floor above the lowest cellar, or, if 
there be no cellar, above the lowest story. Is not con- 
structed flreproof with iron or steel beams and flre- 
proof flooring, the cellar ceiling of said tenement 
house shall be lathed with metal lath and plastered 
thereon with two coats of brown mortar of good 
materials, or shall be covered with plaster boards not 
less than one-half inch in thickness, made of plaster 
and strong fibre and all joints made true and well 
pointed. 

§ 22. Partitions, construction of. — In all non-fire- 
proof tenement houses hereafter erected, fore and aft 
stud partitions which rest directly over each other 
shall run through the wooden fioor beams and rest 
upon the plate of the partition below, and shall have 
the studding filled in solid between the uprights to 
the depth of the floor beams with suitable incombust- 
ible materials. In all flreproof tenement houses here- 
after erected, all partitions shall rest directly upon the 
flreproof floor construction, and extend to the fire- 
proof beam filling above. 
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§ 23. Cellar stairs in non-fireproof buildings. — In 
non-fireproof tenement houses hereafter erected ex- 
ceeding three stories and cellar in height there shall 
be no inside stairs communicating between the lowest 
cellar or other lowest story and the floor next above, 
but such stairs shall in every case be located outside 
the building, and if enclosed shall be constructed 
entirely fireproof and be enclosed in a fireproof enclos- 
ure with fireproof self-closing doors at all openings. 
This provision however shall not apply to the stairs 
leading from the entrance story to the upper stories 
in tenement houses hereafter erected where there is 
no cellar or other story below the said entrance story. 

§ 24. Cellar stairs in fireproof buildings. — In every 
fireproof tenement house hereafter erected the stairs 
communicating between the lowest cellar or other 
lowest story and the floor next above, if not located 
underneath the stairs leading to the upper stories, 
may be placed inside of the said building; provided, 
that the portion of the cellar or other lowest story Into 
which said stairs lead is entirely shut oflC by fireproof 
walls from those portions thereof which are used for 
the storage of fuel, or in which heating appliances, 
boilers or machinery are located. All openings in 
such walls shall be provided with self-closing fire- 
proof doors. 

§ 25. Closet under first story stairs. — In non-fire- 
proof tenement houses hereafter erected no closet of 
any kind shall be constructed under any staircase 
leading from the first story, exclusive of the cellar, 
to the upper stories, but such space shall be left en- 
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tirely open and kept clear and free from encum- 
brance. 

§ 26. Cellar entrance. — In every tenement house 
hereafter erected there shall be an entrance to the 
cellar or other lowest story from the outside of the 
said building. In such tenement houses, which exceed 
three stories and cellar in height, unless the entire 
ceiling and floor above the cellar or other lowest 
story is constructed fireproof, all receptacles for fuel 
or storage in the cellar or other lowest story shall be 
constructed entirely of fireproof materials. 

§ 27. Fire stops. — In tenement houses hereafter 
erected, in all walls where wooden furring is used 
all the courses of brick from the under side of the 
fioor beams to the top of the same shall project a 
distance of at least two inches beyond the inside face 
of the wall so as to provide an effective fire stop; 
and wherever floor beams run parallel to a wall and 
wooden furring is used such beams shall always be 
kept at least two and one-half inches away from the 
inside line of the wall, and the space between the 
beams and the wall shall be built up solidly with 
brickwork from the under side of the floor beams to 
the top of the same, so as to form an effective fire 
stop. 

§ 28. Wooden tenement houses. — Within the fire 
limits no wooden tenement house shall hereafter be 
erected, and no wooden building not now used as a 
tenement house shall hereafter be altered or converted 
to such use. But outside of the fire limits, tenement 
houses not exceeding two stories in height, exclusive 
of the cellar, may bo erected of wood, but shall not 
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provide accommodations for, or be occupied by, more 
than four families in all, or more than two families 
on any floor; and such houses, whether of wood or 
other material, need not comply with the foregoing 
provisions of this act In reference to protection from 
fire nor with the provisions of sections twenty-nine, 
thirty, thirty-one, thirty-two, thirty-seven and thirty- 
eight of this act. 

Title II. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW EXISTING TENE- 
MENT HOUSES. 

§ 29. Fire escapes. — Every now existing non-fire- 
proof tenement house, unless provided with fireproof 
outside stairways directly accessible to each apart- 
ment, shall have fire escapes located and constructed 
as described in section twelve of this act But a fire 
escape now erected upon such house shall be deemed 
suf^cient except as provided in the next two sections. 

§ 30. Fire escapes, continued. — In every now exist- 
ing non-fireproof tenement house there shall be a sep^ 
arate fire escape directly accessible to each apartment, 
exclusive of fire escapes in air shafts and courts; and 
a party-wall fire escape balcony on the rear of the 
building connecting with the window of an adjoining 
building shall be deemed a sufficient fire escape only 
when the two buildings are completely sepai-ated by 
an unpierced fire wall throughout their entire height 
and length. All wooden fioor slats and fioors in fire 
escape balconies shall be replaced by proper iron slats 
or fioors. No wooden balcony or wooden outside 
stairs shall be deemed part of a lawful fire escape. 
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§ 31. Fire escapes, continued. — Whenever a now 
existing non-fireproof tenement house is not provided 
with sufficient means of egress in case of fire the 
tenement house department* may order such addi- 
tional fire escapes or other means of egress as in its 
judgment may be necessary. 

§ 32. Scuttles, bulkheads and ladders. — Every now 
existing tenement house shall have in the roof a bulk- 
head or scuttle constructed as in this section required. 
No scuttle shall be less in size than two feet by three 
feet, and all scuttles shall be covered on the outside 
with metal and shall be provided with stairs or 
stationary ladders leading thereto and easily accessible 
to all tenants of the building and kept free from en- 
cumbrance, and all scuttles and ladders shall be kept 
so as to be ready for use at all times. Every bulk- 
head hereafter constructed in a tenement house shall 
be fireproof with a fireproof door to the same and 
shall have stairs with a guide or handrail leading to 
the roof, and such stairs shall be kept free from 
encumbrance at all times. No scuttle and no bulk- 
head door shall at any time be locked with a key, 
but cither may be fastened on the inside by movable 
bolts or hooks. 

§ 33. Stair halls, public halls and entrance halls.— 
If any now existing tenement house shall be so al- 
tered as to increase the number of rooms therein by 
thirty-three and one-third per centum or more, or if 
such building is increased in height so that the said 

•"Department of buildings" In original act. Changed by 
Greater New York Charter to "tenement house department" 
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building is more than four stories or parts of stories 
above the curb level, and also the number of rooms 
is increased therein, the entire stair halls, entrance 
halls and other public halls of the whole building 
shall be made to conform to the requirements of 
sections fourteen to twenty, inclusive, of this act. 

§ 34. Alteration of wooden tenement houses. — No 
now existing wooden tenement house shall be in- 
creased in height so as to exceed two stories, exclu- 
sive of the cellar, nor shall It be altered so as to be 
occupied bj more than two families on any floor nor 
by more than four families in all. 

Title III. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENEMENT HOUSES 
HEREAFTER ERECTED OR NOW EXISTING. 

§ 35. Fire escapes. — ^AU fire escapes hereafter con- 
structed upon tenement houses shall be located and 
constructed as described in section twelve of this act 
The owner of every tenement house shall kee^) all the 
fire escapes thereon in good order and repair, and 
whenever rusty shall have them properly painted 
with two coats of paint No person shall at any time 
place any encumbrance of any kind before or upon 
any such fire escape. 

§ 36. Stairways. — In every tenement house all 
stairways shall be provided with proper banisters and 
railings and kept in good repair. 

§ 37. Shafts. — All shafts hereafter constructed in 
tenement houses shall be constructed fireproof 
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throughout, with fireproof self-closing doors at all 
openings, at each story, except window openings In 
vent shafts; and, if they extend to the cellar, shall 
also be enclosed in the cellar with fireproof walls and 
fireproof self-closing doors at all openings. In no case 
shall any shaft be constructed of materials in which 
any Inflammable material or substance enters Into 
any of the component parts. But nothing in this sec- 
tion contained shall be so construed as to require such 
enclosures about elevators or dumb-waiters in the 
well-hole of stairs where the stairs themselves are en- 
closed in bricl£ or stone walls, and are entirely con- 
structed of fireproof materials as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. 

§ 38. Plasteriug behind wainscoting. — When wain- 
scoting is hereafter placed in any tenement house, or 
any building in process of alteration into a tenemrat 
house, the surface of the wall or partition behind such 
wainscoting shall be plastered down to the floor line, 
and any intervening space between said plastering 
and said wainscot shall be filled in solid with incom- 
bustible material. 

§ 39. Wooden buildings on same lot with a tene- 
ment house, — No wooden building of any kind whaV 
soever shall hereafter be placed or built upon the 
same lot with a tenement house within the fire llmiU. 

§ 40. Combustible materials. — No tenement house, 
nor any part thereof, shall be used as a place of 8to^ 
age for any combustible article except under such con- 
ditions as may be prescribed by the fire department 
under authority of a written permit issued by said 
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department. No tenement house, nor any part 
thereof, shall be used as a place of storage for any 
article dangerous to life or health, nor for the stor- 
age of feed, hay, straw, excelsior or cotton, nor for 
the storage or handling of rags. 

§ 41. Bakeries and fat boiling. — No baliery and no 
place of business in which fat is boiled shall be main- 
tained in any tenement house which is not fireproof 
throughout, unless the ceiling and sidewalls of said 
bakery or of the said place where fat boiling is done 
are made safe by fireproof materials around the same, 
and there shall be no openings either by door or win- 
dow, dumb-waiter shafts or otherwise, between said 
bakery or said place where fat is boiled in any tene- 
ment house and the other parts of the said building. 

§ 42. Other dangerous businesses. — All transoms 
and windows opening into halls from any portion of a 
tenement house where paint, oil, spirituous liquors or 
drugs are stored for the purpose of sale or otherwise, 
shall be glazed with wire-glass or they shall be re- 
moved and closed up as solidly as the rest of the wall; 
aDd all doors leading into any such hall from such 
portion of said house shall be made fireproof. 
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CHAPTER III. 

LIGHT AND VENTILATION. 

Title I. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO TENEMENT HOUSES 
UEKEALTLR ERECTED. 

§ 51. Percentage of lot occupied. — No tenement 
house hereafter erected shall occupy more than ninety 
per ceutum of a corner lot, or more than seventy per 
centum of any other lot; provided, that the space 
occupied by lire escapes of the size hereinbefore pre- 
scribed shall not be deemed a part of the lot occupied. 
For the puri)oses of this section the measurements 
shall be taken at the ground level, except that where 
such a building has no basement, and the cellar ceil- 
ing is not more than two feet above the curb level, 
the nieasiuemeuls as to percentage of lot occupied 
may be tal^en at the level of the second tier of beams. 

§ 52. Height. — The height of no tenement house 
hereafter erected shall by more than one-half exceed 
the width of the widest street upon which It stands. 
Such height shall be the perpendicular distance meas- 
ured in a straight line from the curb level to the high- 
est point of the roof beams; provided that where there 
are bullvheads exceeding ten feet in height or exceed- 
ing in area ten per centum of the area of the roof, the 
measurements shall be taken to the top of the bulk- 
head; but this sliall not apply to elevator enclosures 
not exceeding fifteen feet in height The measure- 
ments in all cases shall be taken through the center 
of the facade of the house. 



§ 53. Yards. — Behind every tenement house here- 
after erected there shall be a yard extending across 
the entire width of the lot, and except upon a corner 
lot, at every point open from the ground to the sky 
unobstruycted, except that fire escapee or unenclosed 
outside stairs may project not over four feet from 
the rear line of the house. The depth of said yard, 
measured from the extreme rear wall of the house 
to the rear line of the lot, shall be as set forth In the 
tw^o following sections. 

§ 54. Yards of interior lots. — Except upon a corner 
lot the depth of the yard behind every tenement house 
hereafter erected sixty feet in height shall be not less 
than twelve feet in every part. Said yard shall be in- 
creased in depth one foot for every additional twelve 
feet of height of the building, or fraction thereof; and 
may be decreased in depth one foot for every twelve 
feet of height of the building less than sixty feet; but 
it shall never be less than ten feet in depth in any 
part 

§ 55. Yards of corner lots. — The depth of the yard 
behind every tenement house hereafter erected upon 
a corner lot shall be not less than ten feet in every 
part, provided that where such lot is less than one 
hundred feet in depth, the depth of the yard may 
be not less than ten per centum of the depth of such 
lot, but shall never be less than five feet in every 
part. Where a tenement house hereafter erected on 
a corner lot has no basement and the cellar ceiling is 
not more than two feet above the curb level, said yard 
may start at the level of the second tier of beams. 



Where a comer lot is more than fifty feet in width, 
the yard for that portion in excess of fifty feet shall 
conform to the provifiions of section fifty-four of this 
act 

§ 56. Yard spaces of lots running through from 
street to street. — ^Wherever a tenement house here- 
after erected is upon a lot which runs through from 
one street to another street, and said lot is not less 
than seventy feet nor more than one hundred feet in 
depth, there shall be a yard space through the center 
of the lot midway between the two streets, which 
space shall extend across the full width of the lot 
and shall never be less than twelve feet in depth from 
wall to wall; but where such building has no base- 
ment and the cellar ceiling is not more than two feet 
above the curb level, such yard space may start at 
the level of the second tier of beams. Where such lot 
is over one hundred feet in depth such yard space 
shall conform to the provisions of section sixty-two 
of this act for inner courts, and shall be left through 
the center of the lot midway between the two streets, 
and shall extend across the entire width of the lot 
Where a single tenement house hereafter erected is 
situated on a lot formed by the intersection of two 
streets at an acute angle, the yard of the said house 
need not extend across the entire width of the lot, 
provided that it extends to a point in line with the 
middle line of the block. 

§ 57. Courts. — No court of a tenement house here- 
after erected shall be covered by a roof or skylight 
but every such coni*t shall be at every point open from 
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the ground to the sky unobstructed, except as herein- 
after otherwise provided, and shall conform to the 
requiremeDits of the following sections; provided, that 
an apartment not containing any room fronting upon 
the street or yard shall have a fire escape in a court, 
projecting not more than four feet from the wall of 
the house. 

§ 58. Outer courts. — Where one side of an outer 
court is situated on the lot line, the width of the said 
court, measured from the lot line to the opposite wall 
of the building, for tenement houses sixty feet in 
height shall not be less than six feet in any part; 
and for every twelve feet of increase or fraction 
thereof in height of the said building, such width 
shall be increased six inches throughout the entire 
height of said court; and for every twelve feet of 
decrease in the height of the said building below sixty 
feet, such width may be decreased six inches. Ex- 
cept that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apart- 
ment extends through from the street to the yard, 
the width of an outer court situated on the lot line 
shall not be less than four feet in any part provided 
that the length of such outer court does not exceed 
twenty-four feet. 

§ 59. Outer courts, continued. — Where an outer 
court is situated between wings or parts of the same 
building, or between different buildings on the same 
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lot, the width of the said court, measured from wall 
to wall, for tenement houses sixty feet in height shall 
not be less than twelve feet in any part; and for 
every twelve feet of increase or fraction thereof in 
the height of the said building, such width shall be 
increased one foot throughout the entire height of the 
said court; and for every twelve feet of decrease in 
the height of the said building below sixty feet, such 
width of the said court may be decreased one foot 
Except that in tenement houses hereafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apart- 
ment extends through from the street to the yard, 
the width of an outer court situated between wings 
or parts of the same building, or between different 
buildings on the same lot, measured from wall to 
wall, shall be not less than eight feet In any part 
provided that the length of said outer court does not 
exceed twenty-four feet. 

§ GO. Outer courts, continued. — ^Wherever an outer 
court changes its initial horizontal direction, or wher- 
ever any part of such court extends in a direction 
so as not to receive direct light from the street or 
yard, the length of such portion of said court shall 
never exceed the width of said portion; such length 
to be measured from the point at which the change 
of direction commences. Wherever an outer court is 
less in depth than the minimum width prescribed by 
this title then its width may be equal to, but not less 
than its depth, provided that such width is never less 
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than four feet In the clear. This exception shall also 
apply to each offset or recess in outer courts. And 
no window except windows of water-closet compart- 
ments, bath-rooms or halls shall open uipon any offset 
or recess less than six feet in width. 

§ 61. Inner courts. — Where one side of an inner 
court is situated on the lot line, the width of the said 
court measured from the lot line to the opposite wall 
of the building, for tenement houses sixty feet in 
height shall not be le&s than twelve feet in any part, 
and its other horizontal dimension shall not be less 
than twenty-four feet in any part; and for every 
twelve feet of increase or fraction thereof in the 
height of the said building, such width shall be in- 
creased six inches throughout the entire height of said 
court, and the other horizontal dimension shall be 
increased one foot throughout the entire height of 
said court; and for every twelve feet of decrease in 
the height of the said building below sixty feet, such 
width may be decreased six inches and the other 
horizontal dimension may be decreased one foot. Ex- 
cept that in tenement houses hei'eafter erected not 
exceeding three stories and cellar in height and which 
also are not occupied or arranged to be occupied by 
more than six families in all, or by more than two 
families on any floor, and in which also each apart- 
ment extends through from the street to the yard, 
the width of an inner court situated on the lot line 
measured from the lot line to the opposite wall of the 
building shall not be less than eight feet in any part, 
and its other horizontal dimension shall not be less 
than fourteen feet in any part. 
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§ 62. Inner coui"te, continued. — ^Where an Inner 
court is not situated upon the lot line, but Is enclosed 
on all four sides, the least horizontal dimension of 
the said court for tenement houses sixty feet in 
height, shall not be less than twenty-four feet; and 
for every twelve feet of increase or fraction thereof 
in the height of the said building, the said court shall 
be increased one foot in each horizontal dimension, 
throughout the entire height of said court; and for 
every twelve feet of decrease in the height of the said 
building below sixty feet, the horizontal dimensions 
of the said court may be decreased one foot in each 
direction. Except that in tenement houses hereafter 
erected not exceeding three stories and cellar in 
height and which also are not occupied or arranged 
to be occupied by more than six families in all, or 
by more than two families on any floor, and in which 
also each apartment extends through from the street 
to the yard, the least horizontal dimension of an 
inner court not situated on the lot line, but enclosed 
on all four sides, shall not be less than fourteen feet 
Offsets or recesses in inner courts will be permitted, 
but where the depth of such offset or recess is less 
than the minimum width prescribed, then the width 
of said offset or recess may be equal to but not less 
than its depth, provided that such width is never less 
than four feet in the clear. And no window except 
windows of water-closet compartments, bath-rooms or 
halls shall open upon any offset or recess less than six 
feet in width. 
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§ 63. Inner courts, continued. — Every inner court 
shall be provided with one or more horizontal intakes 
or ducts at the bottom. Said intakes or ducts shall 
be not less in total area than four per centum of the 
area of said inner court. Each such intake or duct 
shall be at least five square feet in area, and shall 
always communicate directly with the street or yard. 
Wherever the said intakes or ducts consist of a pas- 
sageway or passageways, such passageway shall be 
left open, or if not open there shall always be pro- 
vided in said passageway or passageways open grilles 
or transoms of a size not less than five square feet 
each, and such open grilles or transoms shall never be 
covered over by glass or in any other way. There 
shall be at least two such grilles or transoms in each 
such passageway, one at the inner court and the other 
at the street or yard, as the case may be. 

§ 64. Outer and inner courts. — Nothing contained In 
the foregoing sections concerning outer and inner 
courts shall be construed as preventing windows at 
the angles of said courts, provided that the running 
length of the wall containing such windows does not 
exceed six feet. Except that in outer or inner courts 
of a less size than the minimum prescribed for tene- 
ment houses sixty feet in height, the running length 
of the wall containing windows in the angles of said 
courts, shall not exceed four feet. In construing said 
sections the height of the building is to be measured 
from the curb level to the top of the highest wall 
enclosing or forming such court. When a tenement 
house hereafter erected has no basement and the 
cellar ceiling is not more than two feet above the 
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curb level, the courts mentioned in the seven preced- 
ing sections may start at the level of the second tier 
of beams. This provision, however, shall not be 
construed so as to permit any room without a window 
opening on the street or yard or on a court in every 
part the dimensions prescribed in the foregoing sec- 
tions. Where a court starts at the level of the second 
tier of beams in whole or in part, and the bottom of 
said court is a skylight over a store or hall, proper 
access to the top of said skylight shall be provided, 
and said skylight shall be so arranged as to be easily 
cleaned. 

§ 65. Rear tenements. — No separate tenement house 
shall hereafter be erected upon the rear of a lot fifty 
feet or less in width where there is a tenement house 
on the front of the said lot, nor upon the front of any 
such lot ui)on the rear of which there is such a tene- 
ment house. 

§ 66. Buildings on same lot with tenement houses. — 
If any building is hereafter placed on the same lot 
with a tenement house the space between the said 
buildings shall always be of such size and arranged 
in such manner as is prescribed in section sixty- two 
of this act for inner courts; and no building of any 
kind shall be hereafter placed upon the same lot with 
a tenement house so as to decrease the minimum size 
of courts or yards as hei'einbefore prescribed. And if 
any tenement house is hereafter erected upon any lot 
upon which there is already another building, it shall 
comply with all of the provisions of this act, and in 
addition the space between the said building and the 
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said tenement house shall be of such size and ar- 
ranged in such manner as is prescribed in section 
sixty-two of this act for inner courts, the height of 
the highest building on the lot to regulate the dimen- 
sions. 

§ 67. Rooms, lighting and ventilation of. — In every 
tenement house hereafter erected every room, except 
water-closet compartments and bathrooms, shall have 
at least one window opening directly upon the street 
or upon a yard or court. 

§ 68. Windows in rooms. — In every tenement house 
hereafter erected the total window area in each room, 
except water-closet compartments and bathrooms, 
shall be at least one-tenth of the superficial area of 
the room, and the top^ at least of one window shall 
not be less than seven feet six inches above the floor, 
and the upper half of it shall be made so as to open 
the full width. No such window shall be less than 
twelve square feet in area between the stop beads. 

§ 69. Windows in water-closet compartments and 
bathrooms. — In every tenement house hereafter 
erected the total window area in a water-closet com- 
partment or bathroom shall not be less than three 
square feet in area for each, and no such window 
shall be less than one foot in width, measured be- 
tween stop beads. 

I 70. Rooms, size of. — In every tenement house 
hereafter erected all rooms, except water-closet com- 
partments and bathrooms, shall be of the following 
minimum sizes: In each apartment there shall be at 
least one room containing not less than one hundred 
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and twenty square feet of floor area, and each other 
room shall contain at least seventy square feet of 
floor area. Each room shall be in every part not less 
than nine feet high from the finished floor to the 
finished ceiling; provided that an attic room need be 
nine feet high in but one-half its area. 

§ 71. Alcoves — Alcove rooms must conform to all 
the requirements of other rooms. 

§ 72. Public halls. — In every tenement house here- 
after erected, exceeding three stories and cellar in 
height, every public hall shall have at least one win- 
dow opening directly xxpon the street or upon a yard 
or court. Either such window shall be at the end 
of said hall, with the plane of the window at right 
angles to the axis of said hall or there shall be at 
least one window opening directly upon the street or 
upon a yard or court in every twenty feet in length 
or fraction thereof of said hall; but this provision for 
one window in every twenty feet of hallway shall not 
apply to that portion of the entrance hall between 
the entrance and the first flight of stairs, provided 
that the entrance door contains not less than flve 
square feet of glazed surface. In every public hall 
in a tenement house hereafter erected recesses or 
returns the length of which does not exceed twice 
their width will be permitted without an additional 
window. But wherever the length of such recess or 
return exceeds twice its width the above provisions 
in reference to one window in every twenty feet of 
hallway shall be applied. Any part of a hall which 
is shut off from any other part of said hall by a door 
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or doors shall be deemed a separate hall within the 
meaning of this section. In every tenement house 
hereafter erected not exceeding three stories and 
cellar in height where the public hall is not provided 
with a window opening directly to the outer air, sash 
doors admitting light to the public halls from the 
apartments shall be provided where possible. 

§ 73. Windows for public halls, size of. — In every 
tenement house hereafter erected one at least of the 
windows provided to light each public hall or part 
thereof shall be at least two feet six inches wide and 
five feet high, measured between stop beads. 

§ 74. Windows for stair halls, size of. — ^In every 
tenement house hereafter erected the aggregate area 
of windows to light or ventilate stair halls shall be at 
least eighteen square feet for each floor. There shall 
be provided for each story at least one of said win- 
dows, which shall be at least two and a half feet 
wide and five feet high, measured between the stop 
beads. A sash door shall be deemed the equivalent 
of a window in sections seventy-two, seventy-three, 
and seventy-four of this act, provided that such door 
contains the amount of glazed surface prescribed for 
such windows. 

§ 75. Privacy. — In every apartment of three or 
more rooms in a tenement house hereafter erected, 
access to every living room and bedroom and to at 
least one water-closet compartment shall be had with- 
out passing through any bedroom. 



Title II. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW EXISTING TENS- 
MENT HOUSES. 

§ 70. Percentage of lot occupied. — No now existing 
tenement house shall hereafter be enlarged, or its lot 
lie diminished, so that the house occupy more than 
ninety per centum of a corner lot, or more than sey- 
enty per centum of any other lot, the measurements 
in all cases to be taken at the ground level; provided 
that the space occupied by fire escapes of the size 
hereinbefore prescribed, shall not be deemed a part 
of the lot occupied. 

§ 77. Yards. — No now existing tenement house 
shall hereafter be enlarged or its lot be diminished, 
so that the yard shall be less than ten feet in depth 
when the building is on a corner lot, or less than 
twelve feet in depth in other cases, the measurements 
in all cases to be talten from the extreme rear wall of 
the building to the rear lot line, and across the full 
width of the lot, and such yard shall be at every point 
open from the ground to the sky, except as provided 
in section fifty-three of this act. 

§ 77 a. Height. — No now existing tenement house 
shall be increased in height so that the building shall 
exceed by more than one-half the width of the widest 
street on which it stands. 

§ 78. Additional rooms and halls. — Any additional 
room or hall that is hereafter constructed or created 
in a now existing tenement house shall comply in all 
respects with the provisions of the foregoing sections 
of chapter three of this act. 
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§ 79. Rooms, lighting and ventilation of, contin- 
ued. — No room in a now existing tenement house shall 
hereafter be occupied for living purposes unless it 
Bhall have a window upon the street, or upon a yard 
not less than four feet deep, or upon a court or shaft 
of not less than twenty-five square feet In area, open 
to the sky without roof or skylight, or unless such 
room has a sash window opening into an adjoining 
room In the same apartment said sash widow hav- 
ing at least fifteen square feet of glazed surface, 
being at least three feet by five feet between stop 
beads, and at least one-half thereof being made to 
open readily. An alcove opening of no less dimension 
than said sash window shall be deemed Its equivalent. 

§ 80. Public halls, lighting of. — In every now ex- 
isting tenement house four stories or over in height, 
whenever a public hall on any fioor is not light 
enough in the daytime to permit a person to read in 
every part thereof without the aid of artificial light, 
the wooden panels in the doors located at the ends of 
the public halls and opening into rooms shall be re- 
moved, and ground glass, or other translucent glass 
or wire glass panels of an aggregate area of not less 
than four square feet for each door shall be substi- 
tuted; or in lieu of removing the panels in the doors 
a fixed sash window of wire glass of an area of not 
less than five square feet may be cut into the parti- 
tions separating the said hall from a room which 
opens directly upon the street or upon a yard, court, 
or shaft of the dimensions specified in the last section; 
or said public hall may be lighted by a window or 
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windows at the end thereof with the plane of the 
window at right angles to the axis of the said hall, 
said window opening upon the street or upon a yard, 
eouirt, or shaft of said dimensions. 

§ 81. Light and vent shafts in existing buildings.— 
Any shaft used or intended to be used to light or ven- 
tilate rooms used or intended to be used for living 
purposes, and which may be hereafter placed In a 
now existing tenement house, shall not be less in 
area than twenty-five square feet, nor less than four 
feet in width in any part, and such shaft shall under 
no circumstances be roofed or covered over at the top 
with a roof or slcylight; but if such shaft is provided 
at the bottom with a horizontal intake or duct, of a 
size not less than two square feet, and communicat- 
ing directly with the street or yard, such shaft may 
be of a size not less than three feet by five feet, pro- 
vided that not more than two rooms on any floor open 
thereon, and that if it be used to light or ventilate 
any living room no water-closet open upon it. 



Title III. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENEMENT HOUSES 
HEREAFTER ERECTED OR NOW EXISTING. 

§ 82. Public halls. — In every tenement house a 
proper light shall be kept burning by the owner in 
the public hallways, near the stairs, upon the en- 
trance floor, and upon the second floor, above the en- 
trance floor of said house, every night from sunset to 
sunrise throughout the year, and upon all other floors 
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of the said house from suuset until ten o'clock in the 
evening. 

§ 83. Sliylights. — In every tenement house there 
shall be in the roof, directly over each stair well, a 
ventilating sltylight with both ridge ventilators and 
fixed louvres, the glazed surface thereof to be not less 
than twenty square feet in area. Provided, that this 
section shall not apply to a now existing tenement 
house now having a bullthead in the roof over the 
main stairs, which bulkhead is provided with win- 
dows made so as to readily open, and with not less 
than twelve square feet of glass in the top of said 
bulkhead. 

§ 84. Chimneys or fireplaces. — In every tenement 
house there shall be adequate chimneys running 
through every floor with an open fireplace or grate, 
or place for a stove, properly connected with one of 
said chimneys for every apartment. 

§ 85. Vent shafts.^Every vent shaft hereafter con- 
structed in a tenement house shall be at least twenty 
square feet in area, and the least dimension of such 
shaft shall not be less than four feet; and if the build- 
ing be above sixty feet in height such shaft shall 
throughout its entire height be increased in area three 
square feet for each additional twelve feet of height 
or fraction thereof; and for each twelve feet of height 
less than sixty feet such shaft may be decreased in 
area three square feet. A vent shaft may be en- 
closed on all four sides but shall not be roofed or 
covered over in any way. Every such shaft shall be 
provided with a horizontal intake or duct at the bot- 
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torn, communicating with the street or yard or with 
a court; such duct or intal^e to be not less than one 
and one-half square feet in total area. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SANITARY PBOVISIONS. 

Title I. 

PBOVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO TENEMENT HOUSES 
HEBEAFTEB EBECTED. 

§ 91. Basements and cellars. — In tenement houses 
hereafter erected no room in the cellar or in the base- 
ment shall be constructed, altered, converted or occu- 
pied for living purposes, unless all of the following 
conditions are complied with: 

1. Such room shall be at least nine feet high in 
every part from the floor to the ceiling. Provided, 
that in buildings already erected and not now used 
as tenement houses but hereafter altered or converted 
to such use, such room shall be not less than seven 
feet high in every part. 

2. The ceiling of such room shall be at least four 
feet and six inches above the surface of the street or 
ground outside of or adjoining the same. 

3. There shall be appurtenant to such room the use 
of a separate water-closet, constructed and arranged 
as required by section ninety-five of this act 

4. Such room shall have a window or windows 
opening upon the street, or upon a yard or court 
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The total area of windows in such room shall be at 
least one-eighth of the superficial area of the room» 
and one-half of the sash shall be made to open the 
full width, and the top of each window shall be 
within six inches of the ceiling. 

5. All walls surrounding such room shall be damp- 
proof. 

6. The floor of such room shall be damp-proof and 
water-proof. 

§ 92. Basements and cellars, continued. — Every 
tenement house hereafter erected shall have all walls 
below the ground level and all cellar or lower floors 
damp-proof and water-proof. When necessary to 
make such walls and floors damp-proof and water- 
proof, the damp-proofing and water-proofing shall run 
through the walls and up the same as high as the 
ground level and shall be continued throughout the 
floor, and the said cellar or lowest floor shall be prop- 
erly constructed so as to prevent dampness or water 
from entering. 

§ 93. Shafts, courts, areas and yards. — In every 
tenement house hereafter erected the bottom of all 
shafts, courts, areas and yards which extend to the 
basement for light or ventilation of living rooms, 
must be six inches below the floor level of the part 
occupied or intended to be occupied. All shafts, 
courts, areas and yards shall be properly concreted, 
graded and drained, and shall be properly connected 
with the street sewer so that all water may pass 
freely into It. 
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§ 94. Water supply. — In every tenement house here- 
after erected there shall be in each apartment a 
proper sink with running water. 

§ 95. Water-closet accommodations. — In every tene- 
ment house hereafter erected there shall be a sep- 
arate water-closet in a separate compartment within 
each apartment, provided that where there are apart- 
ments consisting of but one or two rooms, there shall 
be at least one water-closet for every three rooms. 
All water-closet compartments must have a window 
opening upon the street or yard or upon a court or 
vent shaft Every water-closet compartment shall be 
provided with proper means of lighting the same at 
night If fixtures for gas or electricity are not pro- 
vided in said compartment, then the door of said com- 
partment shall be provided with ground glass or wire 
glass panels, or with a ground glass or wire glass 
transom, not less in area than four square feet The 
floor of every water-closet compartment shall be 
made wator-proof with asphalt, tile, stone, metal or 
some other water-proof material; and such water- 
proofing shall extend at least six inches above the 
floor so that the said floor can be washed or flushed 
out without leading. No drip trays shall be per- 
mitted. No water-closet fixtures shall be enclosed 
with any woodworlc. 

§ 9G. Plumbing. — In every tenement house here- 
after erected all plumbing pipes shall wherever pos- 
sible be exposed, or if such pipes are covered there 
shall be at each floor access to all rising lines through 
removable panels; said panels shall always be as wide 
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as the whole stack of pipes, and at least two feet and 
six inches in height. In all tenement houses here- 
after erected where plumbing or other pipes pass 
through floors or partitions, the openings around such 
pipes shall be sealed or made air tight with plaster, 
or other incombustible materials, so as to prevent the 
passage of air or the spread of fire from one floor to 
another or from room to room. 



Title II. 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE ONLY TO NOW EXISTING TENE- 
MENT HOUSES. 

§ 97. Basements and cellars. — Hereafter in any 
now existing tenement house no room in the base- 
ment or cellar shall be occupied for living purposes 
without a written permit from the department charged 
with the enforcement of this act ^Tenement House 
Department), and such permit shall be kept readily 
accessible in said room. And no such room shall 
hereafter ibe occupied unless all the following condi- 
tions are complied with. The said written permit 
shall be issued when all of the said conditions are 
complied with. If refused, the reason for such refusal 
shall be stated by said department in writing, and a 
copy thereof shall be liept in a proper book in the 
office of said department, and be accessible to the 
public. 

1. Such room shall be at least seven feet high in 
every part from the floor to the ceiling. 
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2. The ceiling of such room shall be in every part 
at least two feet above the surface of the street or 
ground outside of or adjoining the same. 

3. There shall be appurtenant to such room the use 
of a water-closet. 

4. There shall be outside of and adjoining such 
room, and extending along the entire frontage thereof, 
an open space of at least two feet six inches wide in 
every part, unless such room extends for more than 
one-half of its height above the curb level. Such 
space shall be well and effectually drained. 

5. Such room shall have a window or windows 
opening to the outer air of at least nine square feet 
in size clear of the sash frame, and at least four and 
one-half square feet of which shall have been made 
to readily open for purposes of ventilation. 

6. If the house is situated over marshy ground, or 
ground on which water lies, or ground on which there 
is water pressure from below, the lowest floor shall 
have been made waterproof and dampproof. 

7. Such room shall have sufficient light, shall be 
well drained and dry, and shall be fit for human 
habitation. 

§ 98. Water-closets. — In all now existing tenement 
houses the woodwork enclosing all water-closets shall 
be removed from the front of said closets, and the 
space underneath the seat shall be left open. The 
floor or other surface beneath and around the closet 
shall be maintained in good order and repair and If 
of wood shall be kept well painted with light-colored 
paint 
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§ 99. Public sinks. — In all now existing tenement 
houses the woodwork enclosing sinks located in the 
public halls or stairs shall be removed, and the space 
underneath said sinks shall be left open. The floors 
and wall surfaces beneath and around the sink shall 
be maintained in good order and repair, and if of 
wood shall be kept well painted with light-colored 
paint. 

§ 100. Privy vaults, school sinks and water- 
closets. — ^In all now existing tenement houses, where 
a connection with a sewer is possible, all school sinks, 
privy vaults or other similar receptacles used to re- 
ceive fecal matter, urine or sewage, shall before 
January first, nineteen hundred and three, be com- 
pletely removed and the place where they were 
located properly disinfected under the direction of 
the department charged with the enforcement of this 
act. Such appliances shall be replaced by individual 
water-closets of durable non-absorbent material, prop- 
erly sewer connected, and with individual traps, and 
properly connected flush tanks providing an ample 
flush of water to thoroughly cleanse the bowl. Each 
water-closet shall be located in a compartment com- 
pletely separated from every other water-closet, and 
such compartment shall contain a window of not less 
than three square feet in area opening directly to the 
outer air. The floors of the water-closet compart- 
ments shall be water-proof as provided in section 
ninety-flve of this act. Where water-closets are 
placed in the yard to replace school sinks or privy 
vaults long hopper closets may be used; but all traps, 
flush tanks and pipes shall be protected against the 
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action of frost. In such cases, the structure contain- 
ing the water-closets shall not exceed ten feet in 
height; and shall not be considered as increasing the 
percentage of the lot occupied nor shall it be subject 
to the provisions of section sixty-six of this act, pro- 
vided that it does not occupy more than fifty per 
centum of the open space or yard in which it is 
placed, and provided further that the use of said 
structure is limited solely to water-closet purposes. 
Such structure shall be provided with a ventilating 
skylight in the roof, of an adequate size, and each 
water-closet shall be located in a compartment com- 
pletely separated from every other water-closet 
Proi>er and adequate means for lighting the structure 
at night shall be provided. There shall be provided 
at least one water-closet for every two families in 
every now existing tenement house. Except as in 
this section otherwise provided such water-closets and 
all plumbing in connection therewith shall be in 
accordance with the ordinances and regulations in 
relation to plumbing and drainage. 



Title III. 

PBO VISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL TENEMENT HOUSES, 
WHETHER HEREAFTEB ERECTED OB NOW EXISTING. 

§ 101. Basements and cellars. — The floor of the cel- 
lar or lowest floor of every tenement house shall be 
water-tight. And the cellar ceiling shall be plastered, 
except where the first floor above the cellar Is con- 
structed of iron beams and fireproof filling. 
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§ 102. Cellar walls and ceilings. — The cellar walla 
and ceilings of every tenement house shall be thor- 
oughly whitewashed or painted a light color by the 
owner at least once a year; and no tenement house 
hereafter erected, whether or not it has how been 
actually commenced, shall be occupied until this has 
been done for the first time. 

§ 103. Roofs. — The roof of every tenement house 
shall be kept in good repair and so as not to leali, and 
all rain water shall be so drained and conveyed there- 
from as to prevent its dripping on to the ground or 
causing dampness in the walls, ceilings, yards or 
areas. 

§ 104. Water supply. — Every tenement house shall 
have water furnished in sufficient quantity at one or 
more places on each floor occupied by or intended to 
be occupied by one or more families. The owner shall 
provide proper and suitable tanks, pumps or other ap- 
pliances to receive and to distribute an adequate and 
sufficient supply of such water at each floor in the 
said house, at all times of the year, during all hours 
of the day and night. But a failure in the general 
supply of water by the city authorities shall not be 
construed to be a failure on the part of such owner, 
provided that proper and suitable appliances to re- 
ceive and distribute such water have been provided 
in said house. 

§ 105. Cleanliness of buildings. — Every tenement 
house and every part thereof shall be kept clean and 
free from any accumulation of dirt, filth or garbage 
or other matter in or on the same, or in the yards. 
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courts, passages, areas or alleys connected with or 
belonging to the same. The owner of every tenement 
house or part thereof shall thoroughly cleanse all the 
rooms, passages, stairs, floors, windows, doors, walls, 
ceilings, privies, water-closets, cesspools, drains, halls, 
cellars, roofs and all other parts of the said tenement 
house, or part of the house of which he is the owner, 
to the satisfaction of the tenement hoi:se department* 
and shall keep the said parts of the said tenement 
house in a cleanly condition at all times. No person 
shall place filth, urine or fecal matter in any place iu 
a tenement house other than that provided for the 
same, or keep filth, urine or fecal matter in his apart- 
ment or upon his premises such length of time as to 
create a nuisance. 

§ 106. Shafts and com-ts. — In every tenement house 
there shall be, at the bottom of every shaft and inner 
court, a self-closing fireproof door giving sufficient 
access to such shaft or court to enable it to be prop- 
erly cleaned out Provided, that where there is 
already a window in a now existing tenemeut house, 
giving proper access to such shaft or court, such 
window shall be deemed sufficient. 

S 107. Walls of courts and shafts. — The walls of all 
yard-courts, inner-courts and shafts unless built of a 
light color brick or stone shall be thoroughly white- 
washed by the owner at least once in three years, or 
shall be painted a light color by him at least once in 
five years; and no tenement house hereafter erected, 

• " Dei>artmeiit of health " in oriffinal act. Changed by Greater 
New York Charter to '• tenement honse department" 
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whether or not it has now been actually commenced, 
shall be occupied until this has been done for the first 
time. 

§ 108. Wall paper. — No wall paper shall be placed 
upon a wall or ceiling of any tenement house unless 
all wall paper shall be first removed therefrom and 
said wall and ceiling thoroughly cleaned. 

§ 109. Receptacles for ashes, garbage and refuse. — 
The owner of every tenement house shall provide for 
said building proper and suitable conveniences or re- 
ceptacles for ashes, rubbish, garbage, refuse and 
other matter. 

§ 110. Prohibited uses. — No horse, cow, calf, swine, 
sheep or goat shall be Itept in a tenement house, or on 
the premises thereof, and no tenement house shall be 
used for a lodging house or stable, or for the storage 
or handling of rags. 

§ 111. Janitor or houselseeper. — Whenever there 
shall be more than eight families living in any tene- 
ment house, in which the owner thereof does not re- 
side, there shall be a janitor, houselceeper or some 
other responsible person who shall reside in said 
house and have charge of the same, if the depart- 
ment of health shall so require. 

§ 112. Overcrowding. — No room in any tenement 
house shall be so overcrowded that there shall be 
afforded less than four hundred cubic feet of air to 
each adult, and two hundred cubic feet of air to each 
child under twelve years of age occupying such room. 
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CHAPTER V. 

BEMEDIES. 

Title I. 

GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

§ 121. Permit to commence building. — Before the 
construction or alteration of a tenement house, or the 
alteration or conversion of a building for use as a 
tenement house, is commenced, the owner, or his 
agent or architect, shall submit to the department 
charged with the enforcement of this act a detailed 
statement in writing, verified by the person making 
the same, of the specifications for the construction 
and for the light and ventilation of such tenement 
house or building, upon a blanls or form to be fur- 
nished by such department, and also a full and com- 
plete copy of the plans of such work. Such state- 
ment shall give in full the name and residence, by 
street and number, of the owner or owners of such 
tenement house or building. If such construction, 
alteration, or conversion, is proposed to be made by 
any other person than the owner of the land in fee, 
such statement shall contain the full name and resi- 
dence, by street and number, not only of the owner of 
the land, but of every person interested in such tene- 
ment house, either as owner, lessee or in any repre- 
sentative capacity. The statements herein provided 
for may be made by the owner, or the person who 
proposes to make the construction, alteration or con- 
version, or by his agent or architect No person, how- 
ever, shall be recognized as the agent of the owner, 
unless he shall file with the said department a written 
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Instrument, signed by such owner, designating him as 
such agent. Such specifications, plans and state- 
ments shall be filed in the said department and shall 
be deemed public records, but no such specifications, 
plans or statements shall be removed from said de- 
partment The said department shall cause all such 
plans and specifications to be examined. If such 
plans and specifications conform to the provisions of 
this act and to the building ordinances and regula- 
tions they shall be approved by such department, and 
a written certificate to that effect shall be issued to 
the person submitting the same. The department 
may, from time to time, approve changes in any plans 
and specifications previously approved by it, provided 
the plans and specifications when so changed shall 
be in conformity with law. The construction, altera- 
tion or conversion of such tenement house or building, 
or any part thereof, shall not be commenced until the 
filing of such specifications, plans and statements, 
and the approval thereof, as above provided. 

§ 122. Certificate of compliance. — No building here- 
after constructed as or altered into a tenement house 
shall be occupied in whole or in part for human hab- 
itation until the issuance of a certificate by the der 
partment aforesaid that said building conforms in all 
respects to the requirements of this act Such certifi- 
cate shall be issued within ten days after written ap- 
plication therefor, if said building at the date of such 
application shall be entitled thereto. 

§ 123. Unlawful occupation. — If any building here- 
after constructed as or altered into a tenement house" 
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be occupied in whole or in part for liuman habitation 
in violation of the last section, during such unlawful 
occupation any bond or note secured by a mortgage 
upon said building, or the lot upon which it stands, 
may be declared due at the option of the mortgagee. 
No rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of 
such premises for said period, and no action or special 
proceeding shall be maintained therefor, or for pos- 
session of said premises for non-payment of such 
rent. The department of water supply shall not per- 
mit water to be furnished in any such tenement 
house, and said premises shall be deemed unfit for 
human habitation, and the tenement house depart- 
ment* shall cause them to be vacated accordingly. 

§ 124. Enforcement. — Except as herein otherwise 
provided, the provisions of this act shall be enforced 
by the department of any city to which this act ap- 
plies, which is now charged with the enforcement of 
laws, ordinances and regulations relating to similar 
subject matter in tenement houses. 

§ 125. Violations. — Nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to abrogate or impair the powers of the de- 
partment of health, the department of buildings, op of 
the courts, to enforce any provisions of the charter or 
building ordinances and regulations, not inconsistent 
with this act, or to prevent or punish violations 
thereof. 

§ 126. Penalties for violations. — Every person who 
shall violate or assist in the violation of any provision 
of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punlsh- 

* See note, p. 44. 
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able by imprisonment for ten days for each and every 
day that such violation shall continue, or by a fine of 
not less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred 
dollars if the offence be not wilful, or of two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars if the offence be wilful, and in 
every case of ten dollars for each day after the first 
that such violation shall continue, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment in the discretion of the court; pro- 
vided, that the punishment for a violation of section 
one hundred and thirty-one of this act shall be a fine 
of fifty dollars; and provided further, that the penalty 
for encumbrance of a fire escape by an occupant of 
the tenement house shall be a fine of ten dollars, 
which the nearest police magistrate shall have juris- 
diction to impose. 

§ 127. Violation of building laws, ordinances and 
regulations. — Any owner, agent, architect, builder, 
contractor, sub-contractor, or foreman who shall, in 
the construction or alteration of any building intended 
to be used as a tenement house, linowingly violate 
any of the provisions of the building laws, ordinances 
or regulations shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 128. Procedure. — Except as herein otherwise 
specified, the procedure for the prevention of viola- 
tions of this act, or for the vacation of premises un- 
lawfully occupied, or for other abatement of nuisance 
in connection with a tenement house, shall be as set 
forth in charter and ordinances. 

§ 129. Liens. — Every fine imposed by judgment 
under section one hundred and twenty-six of this act 
upon a tenement house owner shall be a lien upon the 
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house in relation to which the fine is imposed from 
the time of the filing of a certified copy of said judg- 
ment in the office of the clerk of the county in which 
said tenement house is situated, subject only to taxes, 
assessments and water rates and to such mortgage 
and mechanics' liens as may exist thereon prior to 
such filing; and it shall be the duty of the tenement 
house department,* upon the entry of said Judgment, 
to forthwith file the copy as aforesaid, and such copy, 
upon such filing, shall be forthwith indexed by the 
clerk in the index of mechanics* liens. 



Title II. 

REGISTRY OF NAMES AND SERVICE OF PAPERS. 

§ 131. Registry of owners' names. — Every owner 
of a tenement house and every lessee of the whole 
house, or other person having control of a tenement 
house, shall file in the tenement house department* a 
notice containing his name and address, and also a 
description of the property, by street number or other- 
wise, as the case may be, in such manner as will 
enable the tenement house department* easily to find 
the same; and also the number of apartments in each 
house, the number of roms in each apartment, the 
number of families occupying the apartments, and the 
trades or occupations carried on therein. In case of 
a transfer of any tenement house, it shall be the duty 
of the grantor or grantee of said tenement house to 
file in the tenement house department* a notice of 
such transfer, stating the name of the new owner, 

* See note, p. 44. 
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within tliirty days after such transfer. In case of 
the devolution of said property by will, it shall be the 
duty of the executor and the devisee, if more than 
twenty-one years of age, and in case of the devolution 
of such property by inheritance without a will, it shall 
be the duty of the heirs, or in case all of the heirs are 
under age, it shall be the duty of the guardians of 
such heirs, and in case said heirs have no guardians, 
it shall be the duty of the administrator of the de- 
ceased owner of said property to file in said depart- 
ment a notice, stating the death of the deceased 
owner, and the names of those who have succeeded 
to his interest in said property, within thirty days 
after the death of the decedent, in case he died intes- 
tate, and within thirty days after the probate of his 
will, if he died testate. 

§ 132. Registry of agent's name. — Every owner, 
agent, or lessee of a tenement house may file in the 
tenement house department* a notice containing the 
name and address of an agent of such house, for the 
purpose of receiving service of process, and also a 
description of the property by street number or other- 
wise, as the case may be, in such manner as will en- 
able the department of health easily to find the same. 
The name of the owner or lessee may be filed as agent 
for this purpose. 

§ 133. Service of notices and orders. — Every notice 
or order in relation to a tenement house shall be 
served five days before the time for doing the thing 
in relation to which it shall have been issued. The 

* See note, p. 44. 
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posting of a copy of such notice or order in a con- 
spicuous place in the tenement house, together with 
tlie mailing of a copy thereof, on the same day that it 
is posted, to each person, if any, whose name has 
been filed with the tenement house department* in 
accordance with the provisions of sections one hun- 
dred and thirty-one and one hundred and thirty-two 
of this act, at his address as therewith filed, shall be 
suflicient service thereof. 

§ 134. Service of summons. — In any action brought 
by any city department in relation to a tenement 
house for injunction, vacation of the premises, or 
other abatement of nuisance, or to establish a lien 
thereon, it shall be sufficient service of the summons 
to serve the same as notices and orders are served 
under the provisions of the last section; provided, that 
if the address of any agent whose name and address 
have been filed in accordance with the provisions of 
section one hundred and thirty-two of this act is In 
the city in which the tenement house is situated, then 
a copy of the summons shall also be delivered at such 
address to a person of proper age, if upon reasonable 
application admittance can be obtained and such per- 
son found; and provided also, that personal service of 
the summons upon the owner of such tenement house 
shall be sufficient service thereof upon him. 

§ 135. Indexing names. — The names and addresses 
filed in accordance with sections one hundred and 
thirty-one and one hundred and thirty-two shall be 
indexed under direction of the registrar of records of 

♦ See note, p. 44. 
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the tenement house department,* in such a manner 
that all of those filed in relation to each tenement 
house shall be together, and readily ascertainable. 
The tenement house department* shall provide the 
registrar with the necessary books and clerical assist- 
ance for that purpose, and the expense thereof shall 
be paid by the city. Said indexes shall be public 
records, open to public inspection during business 
hours. 



Title III. 

PROSTITUTION IN TENEMENT HOUSES. 

§ 141. Vagrancy. — A woman who knowingly re- 
sides in or commits prostitution in a house of prostitu- 
tion or assignation of any description in a tenement 
house or solicits any man or boy to enter therein for 
purposes of prostitution shall be deemed a vagrant, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be committed to a 
county Jail for a term not exceeding six months from 
the date of commitment. The procedure in such case 
shall be the same as that provided by law for other 
cases of vagrancy. 

§ 142. Lien. — A tenement house shall be subject to 
a penalty of one thousand dollars, if it or any part of 
it shall be used for the purpose of a house of prostitu- 
tion or assignation of any description, with the per- 
mission of the owner thereof, or his agent, and said 
penalty shall be a lien upon the house and the lot 
upon which the house is situated. 

♦ See note, p. 44. 
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§ 143. Permission of lessee. — If a tenement house, 
or any part thereof, shall be used for the purpose 
of a house of prostitution or assignation of any de- 
scription with the permission of the lessee of the 
whole of said tenement house, or his agent, the lease 
shall be terminable at the election of the lessor. And 
the owner shall be entitled to recover possession of 
said tenement house by summary proceedings in the 
manner provided by title two of chapter seventeen of 
the code of civil procedure. 

§ 144. Permission of owner. — A tenement house 
shall be deemed to have been used for the 
purpose specified in the last two sections with the 
permission of the owner and lessee thereof, if sum- 
mary proceedings for the removal of the tenants of 
said tenement house, or of so much thereof as is un- 
lawfully used, shall not have been commenced within 
'five days after notice of such unlawful use, served by 
the tenement house department* in the manner pre- 
scribed by law for the service of notices and orders 
in relation to tenement houses. 

§ 145. Rules of evidence. — In a prosecution against 
an owner or agent of a tenement house under section 
three hundred and twenty-two of the penal code, or in 
an action to establish a lien under section one hun- 
dred and forty-two of this act, the general reputation 
of the premises in the neighborhood shall be com- 
petent evidence, but shall not be sufficient to support 
a Judgment without corroborative evidence, and it 
shall be presumed that their use was with the per- 



• See note, p. 44. 
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mission of the owner and lessee; provided, that such 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence. 

§ 146. Title of action and parties. — Said action shall 
be brought against the tenement house as defendant 
Said house may be described in the title of the action 
by its street number, or in any other method suf- 
ficiently precise to secure identification. The property 
shall be described in the complaint. The plaintiff, ex- 
cept as hereinafter provided, shall be the tenement 
house department.* In case any taxpayer of any city 
to which this act applies, shall request such depart- 
ment in writing to institute an action under this title 
against any tenement house specified in such request, 
and such department shall not institute such action 
within ten days after receiving such request, then any 
taxpayer of said city may institute and maintain such 
action against such tenement house in his own name, 
and in such case the court may in its discretion re- 
quire security for costs. 

§ 147. Jurisdiction and procedure. — Said action 
shall be brought in the supreme court in the county 
in which the property is situated. At or before the 
commencement of the action the complaint shall be 
filed in the oflSce of the clerit of the county, together 
with a notice of the pendency of the action, contain- 
ing the names of the parties, the object of the action 
and a brief description of the property affected 
thereby. Said notice shall be immediately recorded 
by the clerk in accordance with the provisions of sec- 
tion sixteen hundred and seventy-two of the code of 

• See note, p. 44. 
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civil procedure. The owner or lessee of said building, 
or both, may appear in said action and answer or de- 
mur to the complaint and the subsequent proceedings 
in the action shall be the same as in other actions 
brought to establish a lien or encumbrance upon real 
property, and the action shall be entitled to a prefer- 
ence in the trial or headng thereof. 

§ 148. Judgment. — The Judgment in such action, If 
in favor of the plaintiff, shall establish the penalty 
sued for as a lien upon said premises, subject only 
to taxes, assessments and water rates, and to such 
mortgage and mechanics* liens as may exist thereon 
prior to the filing of the notice of pendency of the 
action. 

§ 149. Sale of property. — At any time after the 
entry of any Judgment establishing a lien upon tene- 
ment property the tenement house department,* if 
there be no stay pending appeal, may apply to the 
court for leave to sell such property. Upon such 
application the court, if it deem advisable, may order 
such property to be sold at public auction, subject to 
taxes, assessments and water rates and to such mort- 
gage and mechanics' liens as aforesaid. The deed to 
the purchaser shall be made by the tenement house 
department.* The Justices of the appellate division 
of the supreme court of any Judicial department may 
establish rules of practice, which shall be followed by 
such department in the conduct of said sales in said 
department 

* See note, p. 44. 
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§ 150. Receivership. — Whenever the lien or Hens 
upon a tenement property, established by Judgment, 
shall amount to one thousand dollars or over, if there 
be no stay pending appeal, the tenement house depart- 
ment* shall appoint a receiver of the rents and profits 
of said property. Said receiver shall give security for 
the performance of his duties in the manner and form 
fixed by said department. He shall have the powers 
and duties of a receiver of rents and profits of real 
estate appointed by the supreme court; provided, that 
the corporation counsel shall act as his counsel and 
that he shall not be allowed any expenditure for coun- 
sel fees, and provided, that his commissions shall be 
ten per centum of his collections, which sum shall be 
full compensation for his services and those of any 
agent or agents whom he may employ. Said receiver- 
ship shall continue until the amount of said liens, 
with interest thereon at the rate of six per centum, 
and of said commissions, have been fully paid; pro- 
vided, that nothing in this section shall be construed 
to prevent any inrior lienor from applying to the court 
in a proper case for a receiver of the property. 

§ 151. Cancellation of notice of pendency of the 
action. — If an action to establish a lien upon tenement 
property terminate otherwise than in a Judgment es- 
tablishing such a lien, or if said Judgment be fully 
paid, said notice may be cancelled in the manner pre- 
scribed by section one thousand six hundred and 
seventy-four of the code of civil procedure. 

* See note, p. 44. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

GENERAL PBOVI8ION8. 

§ 161. Repeal. — AIJ statutes of the state and ordi- 
nances of the city so far as Inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed; provided, that 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed as re- 
pealing or abrogating any present law or ordinance in 
any city of the first class, further restricting or pro- 
hibiting the occupation of cellars, or increasing the 
amount of air space to each individual occupying a 
room, or as prohibiting any future ordinance in re- 
spect thereto. 

§ 162. Building regulations. — Except as herein 
otherwise specified, every tenement house shall be 
constructed and maintained in conformity with the 
existing law, but no ordinance, regulation or ruling 
of any municipal authority shall modify or dispense 
with any provision of this act 

§ 163. Penalties. — All penalties collected under this 
act shall be paid into the city treasury. 

§ 164. Time for compliance. — All alterations hereby 
required upon now existing tenement houses shall 
be made within one year from the time when this act 
shall talie effect, or at such earlier period as may be 
fixed by the departments charged with the enforce- 
ment of this act. 

§ 165. When to take effect. — This act shall talte 
effect immediately; provided, that sections one hun- 
dred and thirty-four and one hundred and forty-four 
shall not take effect until three months after the pas- 
sage thereof. 
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CHAPTER XlXa. 

TENEMENT HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 

Title 1. Organization of department; officers and 
employees. 

2. Powers and duties of department. 

3. Records and reports; miscellaneous pro- 

visions. 

TITLE 1. 

ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT; BUREAUS; 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

Department created; tenement house commissioner. 

Sec. 1326. The head of the tenement house depart- 
ment shall be called the tenement house commis- 
sioner. He shall be appointed by the mayor, and 
shall hold office as provided in chapter four of this 
act His salary shall be seven thousand five hundred 
dollars a year. 

Deputy commissioner. 

Sec. 1327. The commissioner shall have power to 
appoint and in his discretion to remove not more 
than two deputies, to be known as first deputy, and 
second deputy, and shall define their duties. The 
first deputy shall during the absence or disability of 
the commissioner possess all the powers and perform 
all the duties of the commissioner except the power 
of mailing appointments. In the absence or disability 
of both the commissioner and the first deputy, the 
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second deputy shall possess all the powers and per- 
form all the duties of the commissioner, except the 
power of making appointments. 

The salaries of such deputies shall be four thou- 
sand doUai's a year each. 

Bureaus; divisions of department for Brooklyn, 
Queens and Richmond. 

Sec. 1328. There shall be in the tenement house de- 
partment, (1) a new building bureau; (2) an inspection 
bureau; (3) a bureau of records; and such other 
bureaus as the commissioner may deem necessary. 

A separate division of the department may be 
established in the borough of Brooklyn, with juris- 
diction over tenement houses in the borough of 
Brooklyn, and also in the discretion of the commis- 
sioner over tenement houses in the boroughs of 
Queens or Richmond, or both. The commissioner 
may designate the deputy commissioner or some other 
officer of the department as the executive head of 
such division, who shall perform such duties and 
possess such powers as may be delegated to him by 
the commissioner. A branch of each of the bureaus 
above specified may be established in such division. 

Officers and employees. 

Sec. 1329. The tenement house commissioner, with- 
in the limits of his appropriation, shall have power to 
appoint and remove, subject to the requirements of 
the civil service laws, such subordinate officers, as- 
sistants and employees as may be necessary for the 
efficient performance of his duties as said commis- 
sioner. 
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In the new building bureau there shall be not less 
than three plan examiners and not less than sixteen 
inspectors of light and ventilation. In the inspection 
bureau there shall be not less than one hundred and 
ninety inspectors, including such persons as may be 
detailed by the police commissioner for service in the 
tenement house department. The commissioner shall 
appoint a chief inspector and deputy chief inspector 
over such bureau. In the other bureaus there shall 
be such registrars, clerks and employees as are neces- 
sary to perform the duties thereof. 

All such officers and employees shall be subject to 
the supervision and control of the commissioner, and 
shall perform such duties as are assigned by him. 
Such commissioner may make regulations governing 
each such bureau, and branch thereof, not incon- 
sistent with law. 

Duties of bureaus. 

Sec. 1330. The new building bureau shall file, record 
and examine plans and specifications for the light and 
ventilation of tenement houses hereafter altered or 
erected, and of buildings to be altered or recon- 
structed for use as tenement houses. It shall inspect 
all such houses and buildings in the course of con- 
struction or alteration, and record all violations of the 
tenement house act in respect thereto. 

The Inspection bureau shall inspect all completed 
tenement houses, and record all violations of the tene- 
ment house laws and ordinances. The commissioner 
shall prescribe the duties of the inspectors connected 
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with such bureau, and may assign them to such part 
of the city as he may deem best. 

The bureau of records shall contain records of every 
tenement house in the city, to be kept in the manner 
and form prescribed by the commissioner. 

Such other bureaus as may be organized by the 
commissioner shall perform the duties prescribed by 
him, and he may assign thereto such employees as 
may be necessary. 

Offices and expenses. 

Sec. 1331. The commissioner may provide offices for 
the use of the department, its bureaus and the 
branches thereof. Such commissioner may, subject 
to the other provisions of this act, make such inci- 
dental and additional expenditures, having due regard 
to economy, as the purposes and provisions of this 
chapter may require. He may provide that the fail- 
ure of an inspector, officer or employee of the depart- 
ment to properly perform his duty shall cause a for- 
feiture of the whole or any part of the salary or com- 
pensation of such inspector, officer or employee. 

Seal. 

Sec. 1332. The commissioner may design and adopt 
a seal for the department, and cause the same to be 
used in the authentication of the orders and proceed- 
ings of the department, and for such other purposes 
as he may prescribe. The courts shall take judicial 
notice of such seal, and of the signature of the com- 
missioner and deputy commissioner of such depart- 
ment. 
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Annual report. 

Sec. 1333. The commissioner shall make an annual 
report at some time prior to the first day of March 
of each year to the mayor of The City of New York 
of all the operations of his department for the year 
ending on the preceding thirty-first day of December. 
Such report shall, if ordered by the mayor, be pub- 
lished in the City Record, and shall also be published 
in book form for public information. The mayor 
may, at any time, call for a fuller report, or for a 
report upon any portion of the work of said depart- 
ment, whenever he deems it for the public good so 
to do. 

Publication of statistics and other data. 

Sec. 1334. The commissioner may provide for the 
publicity of the papers, files, reports, records and the 
proceedings of his department, whenever he deems it 
necessary for the public good and public service. 
There shall be kept in such department statistics of 
all tenement houses, which shall be contained in the 
annual report of such department. 

Uniforms and badges. 

Sec. 1335. The commissioner may provide or desig- 
nate a suitable uniform to be worn by inspectors. 
He may also provide a badge of metal, with a suitable 
inscription thereon, and require it to be worn by the 
inspectors and officers of the department. 

Reports of inspectors. 

Sec. 1336. Each of such inspectors shall report in 
writing, at least once in each week, to the commis- 
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sioner. The form, manner and scope of such reports 
shall be prescribed by the commissioner. Such re- 
ports shall be filed in the department 

Proofs, affidavits and oaths. 

Sec. 1337. Proofs, aflSdavits and examinations as to 
any matter arising in connection with the perform- 
ance of any of the duties of the tenement house de- 
partment may be taken by or before the tenement 
house commissioner, or his deputy, or such other per- 
son as he may designate; and such commissioner, 
deputy or other person may administer oaths in con- 
nection therewith. 

Complaint book. 

Sec. 1338. The commissioner shall cause to be kept 
in his department a general complaint book, or sev- 
eral such books, in which may be entered by any i)er- 
son any complaint in reference to tenement houses, 
with the name and residence of the complainant, the 
name of the person complained of, the date of the 
entry of the complaint and suggestions of any proper 
remedy. Such book shall be open to public exam- 
ination during the office hours of the department, sub- 
ject to such regulations as the commissioner may pre- 
scribe. The tenement house commissioner shall cause 
the facts in regard to all complaints to be investi- 
gated. 

Attorneys. 

Sec. 1339. The corporation counsel shall assign to 
such department such assistant counsel as may be 
needful, in the manner provided by chapter seven of 
this act. 
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TITLE 2. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT. 

General powers and duties. 

Sec. 1340. All the rights and powers possessed by 
the health department of The City of New York with 
respect to the sanitary inspection of tenement houses 
are hereby conferred upon the tenement house de- 
partment; and the tenement house department is 
hereby charged with the duty of enforcing all the 
provisions of the tenement house act, except that sec- 
tions eleven to twenty-eight, inclusive, and sections 
thirty-three, thirty-four, thirty-seven, thirty-eight and 
thirty-nine of said act shall be enforced by the 
bureaus of buildings of their respective boroughs. 
The names of owners, lessees and agents, and persons 
having control of tenement houses shall be filed in, 
and the taxpayers* request for the institution of an 
action for a lien upon a tenement house shall be pre- 
sented to the tenement house department instead of 
to the department of health. Nothing herein con- 
tained shall abrogate or impair the existing powers of 
the department of health of The City of New York. 
The tenement house department shall have the powers 
and shall perform the duties specified in this chapter. 

Transfer of powers of other departments. 

Sec. 1341. Such rights, powers and duties as are 
now possessed by the fire department and police de- 
partment of The City of New York with respect to 
the prevention of incumbrance or obstruction of fire 
escapes on tenement houses are hereby transferred to 
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and conferred upon the tenement house department. 
All rights, powers and duties now possessed by the 
department of buildings and the department of health 
of The City of New York with respect to the light and 
ventilation of tenement houses, and with respect to 
the equipment of completed tenement houses with 
fire escapes, are transferred to and conferred upon 
the tenement house department. 

Approval of plans and specifications for light and 
ventilation. 

Sec. 1342. Before the construction or alteration of 
a tenement house, or the alteration or conversion of a 
building for use as a tenement house, is commenced, 
the owner, or his agent or architect, shall submit to 
the tenement house department a detailed statement 
in writing, verified by the person making the same, 
of the specifications for the light and ventilation of 
such tenement house or building, upon a blank or 
form to be furnished by such department, and also a 
full and complete copy of the plans for such work. 
Such statement shall give in full the name and resi- 
dence, by street and number, of the owner or owners 
of such tenement house or building. If such con- 
struction, alteration, or conversion, is proposed to be 
made by any other person than the owner of the land 
in fee, such statement shall contain the full name and 
residence, by street and number, not only of the 
owner of the land, but of every person interested in 
such tenement house, either as owner, lessee or in any 
representative capacity. The statements herein pro- 
vided for may be made by the owner, or the person 
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who proposes to make tlie construction, alteration or 
conversion, or by his agent or architect. No person, 
however, shall be recognized as the agent of the 
owner, unless he shall lile with the tenement house 
depai-tment a written instrument, signed by such 
owner, designating him as such agent. Such specifi- 
cations, plans and statements shall be filed in the 
office of the tenement house department and shall be 
deemed public records, but no such specifications, 
plans or statements shall be removed from said 
department. 

The commissioner shall cause all such plans and 
specifications to be examined. If such plans and 
specifications conform to the provisions of the tene- 
ment house act, they shall be approved by such com- 
missioner, and a written certificate to that effect shall 
be Issued to the person submitting the same. The 
commissioner may, from time to time, approve 
changes In any plans and specifications previously ap- 
proved by him, provided the plans and specifications 
when so changed shall be in conformity with law. 

The construction, alteration or conversion of such 
tenement house or building, or any part thereof, shall 
not be commenced until the filing of such specifica- 
tions, plans and statements, and the approval thereof 
Jby the tenement house commissioner, as above pro- 
vided. 

No permit shall be granted and no plan approved by 
the bureau of buildings of any borough of The City 
of New York for the construction or alteration of a 
tenement house, or for the alteration or conversion of 
any building for use as a tenement house, until there 



6JJ 

has been filed in such bureau of buildings a certificate 
of the tenement house commlssioHer, issued as aboYe 
provided. 

Inspection of tenement houses in course of con- 
struction. 

Sec. 1343. The commissioner shall cause an inspec- 
tion and examination to be made of all tenement 
houses in the course of construction or alteration, and 
also of all buildings in course of alteration or con- 
version for use as tenement houses, for the puri>ose 
of ascertaining whether such tenement houses or 
buildings are being constructed, altered and converted 
in conformity with the law, and the plans and speci- 
fications on file in the office of the department, and 
approved by the commissioner. 

Certificate to owner of tenement liouse hereafter 
erected or altered. 

Sec. 1344. No building hereafter constructed as or 
altered into a tenement house shall be occupied in 
whole or in part for human habitation, until the issu- 
ance of a certificate by the tenement house commis- 
sioner that said building conforms in all respects to 
the provisions of the tenement house act not excepted 
in section thirteen hundred and forty of this act; and 
of a certificate by the superintendent of buildings of • 
the borough in which the building is situated that the 
building conforms in all respects to the requirements 
of said excepted sections. Such certificates shall be 
issued within ten days after written application there- 
for, if said building at tlie date of such applicatloD 
shall be entitled thereto. If any building hereafter 
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constructed as or altered into a tenement house be 
Qccupied in whole or in part for human habitation 
without such certificates, during such unlawful occu- 
pation any bond or note secured by a mortgage upon 
said building, or the lot upon which it stands, may be 
declared due at the option of the mortgagee. No rent 
shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of such 
premises for said period, and no action or special pro- 
ceeding shall be maintained therefor, or for po^ssession 
of said premises for non-payment of such rent. The 
department of water supply shall not permit water to 
be furnished in any such tenement house, and said 
premises shall be deemed unfit for human habitation, 
and the tenement house commissioner shall cause 
them to be vacated accordingly. 

Inspection of completed tenement houses. 

Sec. 134ia. Except as hereinafter otherwise pro- 
vided, the tenement house commissioner shall cause 
an inspection of every completed tenement house in 
the city to be made at least once in each month. Such 
inspection shall include examination of cellars, halls, 
water-closets, privies, plumbing, yards, areas, fire 
escapes, roofs, shafts, courts, tanks and all other parts 
of such tenement houses and the premises connected 
therewith. In tenement houses where the average 
rental of the apartments therein is twenty-five dol- 
lars a month or more, such inspection may be made 
less often than once a month, as above provided, in 
the discretion of tlie tenement house commissioner. 
The tenement house commissioner shall prescribe the 
manner in which such inspections shall be made. 
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The inspectors shall immediately report to the tene- 
ment house department all violations of the tenement 
house act, and the tenement house commissioner shall 
issue such orders as he may deem necessary requir- 
ing the removal of the defect or the cessation of the 
act which is in violation of such law. 

Injunction, when to be granted against the depart* 
ment. 

Sec. 1344b. No preliminary injunction shall be 
granted against the tenement house department or its 
officers except by the supreme court, at a special term 
thereof, after service of at least five days* notice of 
the motion for such injunction, together with copies 
of the papers upon which the motion for such injunc- 
tion is to be made. Whenever such department shall 
seek any provisional remedy or shall prosecute an 
appeal, it shall not be necessary, before obtaining or 
prosecuting the same, to give an undertaking. 

Power of attorney for the department. 

Sec. 1344e. The counsel assigned by the corporation 
counsel to the tenement house department shall sue 
for and collect all penalties, and take charge of and 
conduct all legal proceedings imposed or provided by 
this chapter, or by the tenement house act, and all 
other tenement house laws, regulations and ordi- 
nances. All suits or proceedings instituted for the 
enforcement of the several provisions of this chapter, 
or for the recovery of penalties imposed by the tene- 
ment house act, shall be brought in the name of the 
tenement house department of The City of New York, 
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by such counsel. The penalties recovered shall be 
paid to such counsel. He shall on the first of each 
month render to the commissioner an itemized state- 
ment of all moneys collected by him, and pay over the 
same to the tenement house commissioner. He shall 
at the same time render a statement of the necessary 
disbursements incurred or paid in the prosecution of 
the actions and proceedings instituted by him. The 
tenement house commissioner shall pay monthly the 
amount of such moneys so collected to the comptroller 
of The City of New York. 

No personal liability. 

Sec. 1344d. An ofllcer or employee of the tenement 
house department shall not be liable for acts done by 
him, in good faith, in the i)erformance of his official 
duties, pursuant to the direction of the commissioner 
or the rules and regulations of the department. Any 
person whose property has been unjustly or illegally 
destroyed or injured pursuant to the order, regulation 
or ordinance of such tenement house department, or 
its officers or employees, for which no personal 
liability exists as aforesaid, may maintain a proper 
action against the city for the recovery of the proi>er 
compensation or damage. Every such suit shall be 
• brought within six months after the cause of action 
arose, and the recovery shall be limited to the dam- 
ages suflFered. 

Right of entry of officers of department. 

Sec. 1344e. The tenement house commissioner and 
his deputies and all inspectors of the tenement house 
departn^nt, and such other persons as are authorized 
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by the commissioner, may without fee or hindrance 
enter, examine and survey all premises, grounds, 
erections, stmctures, apartments, buildings and every 
part thereof in the city, and all cellars and passages 
of every sort, and inspect the safety and sanitary con- 
dition, and make plans, drawings and descriptions 
thereof, according to the regulations of the depart- 
ment. The o'v\^er or his agent or representative and 
the lessee or occupant of every tenement house or part 
thereof, and every person having the care and man- 
agement thereof, shall at all times, when required by 
any of such officers or persons, give them free access 
to such house and every part thereof. 

Punishment for false returns and deceptive reports. 

Sec. 1344f. Any inspector, officer or employee of 
such tenement house department who shall knowingly 
make thereto a false or deceptive report or 
statement in connection with his duties, or 
shall accept or receive any bribe or other compen- 
sation as a condition of or an inducement for not 
faithfully discovering or fully reporting or otherwise 
acting in accordance with his duty in any respect, or 
shall accept or receive any gratuity from any person 
whose interests may be affected by his official action, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than one year and by a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. If such 
officer, inspector or employee be convicted of such 
offense, he shall forfeit his office, and in addition all 
compensation due or to become due from such 
department. 
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Falsely personating an officer. 

Sec. 1344g. If any person, not an officer, inspector 
lor employee of such department, or acting under the 
authority thereof, falsely represents himself as such, 
or if any such person shall use, wear or display, with- 
out authority, any shield or other insignia or emblem 
such as is worn by such an officer. Inspector or em- 
ployee, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Application of provisions of chapter nineteen. 

Sec. 1344h. The provisions of chapter nineteen of 
this charter, relative to the department of health, 
which provides: 

1. For the repair of buildings, as contained in sec- 
tion eleven hundred and seventy-one of such chapter. 

2. For proceedings relative to dangerous and im- 
properly constructed buildings, as contained in sec- 
tion eleven hundred and seventy-six thereof. 

3. For assistance and co-operation of the police de- 
partment, as contained in section twelve hundred and 
two thereof. 

4. Punishment for violations of orders and the ser- 
vice of such orders, as contained in sections twelve 
hundred and twenty-two and twelve hundred and 
twenty-four thereof. 

5. For legal proceedings and punishment for dis- 
obedience of orders and ordinances, as contained in 
title four thereof. 

6. For reimbursements and lien of expenses in- 
curred by such department in the execution of its 
orders, as contained in title five thereof. 
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7. For suits for the abatement or removal of nuis- 
ances, and for proceedings, and the powers and duties 
of such department in respect to such nuisances, as 
contained in title six thereof; and the definition of 
the word "nuisance" and other matters in respect 
thereto, as contained in sections twelve hundred and 
twenty-nine, twelve hundred and ninety-nine and 
thirteen hundred thereof, shall apply to the super- 
vision and regulation of tenement houses by tho tene- 
ment house department, its officers, agents and em- 
ployees, unless otherwise specified in, or inconsistent 
with, the provisions of this chapter. All the pro- 
visions of the sections and titles above specified shall 
be so applicable to such tenement house department, 
its officers, agents and employees. 



TITLE 3. 

RECORDS AND REPORTS; MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS. 

Records in department. 

Sec. 13441. The tenement house commissioner shall 
provide a system for keeping the records of tenement 
houses by card catalogue and street number, or other- 
wise. Such records shall include: 

1. A diagram of each tenement house, showing the 
shape of the building, its width and depth, also the 
measurements of the unoccupied area, showing 
shafts, courts, yards and other open spaces. Such 
diagram shall include a diagram of the second or 
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typical floor of the building, showing the sizes and 
arrangement of the rooms, and all doors, stairs, win- 
dows, halls and partitions. 

2. A statement of the date or the approximate date 
when the building was erected. 

3. The deaths occurring in the tenement house dur- 
ing each year and the annual death rate therein. 
Such statement shall show whether such deaths were 
of adults or children, and, If occasioned by tubercu- 
losis, typhoid fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever, small- 
pox, measles, or by any other contagious or infectious 
disease, it shall state the disease causing death. 

4. The cases of sickness occurring in the tenement 
house and the nature of the disease. Such record 
shall also show whether such cases of sickness were 
of children or adults. 

5. The arrest of persons residing in the tenement 
house. 

Reports from different institutions and depart- 
ments. 

Sec. 1344 j. All dispensaries and hospitals in The 
City of New York shall make weekly statements 
to the tenement house department as to the 
cases of sickness received in such hospital or 
treated in such dispensary from each tenement house. 
Such statement shall show the location of the tene- 
ment house, by street and number, from which the 
case was received, and the nature of the sickness 
treated, whether the patient was an adult or child 
and the date of the treatment 
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The police department of The City of New York 
shall furnish to the tenement house department a 
weekly statement of the number of arrests of persons 
living in tenement houses, which shall show the loca- 
tion of the tenement house, by street aud number, the 
offense with which the person is charged, the age and 
name of the offender, and such other information as 
the tenement house department may require. The 
tenement house commissioner shall prescribe and fur- 
nish blank forms for making such statements. 

Other reports to the department. 

Sec, 1344k. Such department may require reports 
and information of such facts relative to the condition 
of persons residing in tenement houses, as the com- 
missioner may deem to be useful in carrying out the 
purposes of this chapter and the tenement house 
laws, regulations and ordinances, from all dispen- 
saries, hospitals, chai'itable or benevolent societies, 
infirmaries, prisons and schools, and from the man- 
agers, principals and oj95cers thereof; the managers, 
principals and officers of such institutions shall 
promptly give such information and make such re- 
ports, verbal or in writing, as may be required by the 
commissioner. 

Transfer of property, etc., from other departments. 

Sec. 13441. Upon the organization of the tenement 
house department hereby created, and upon notice 
thereof from the tenement house commissioner to the 
department of health and department of buildings, 
such books, papers, records, and other matters belong- 
ing to, or in the custody of, such departments of 
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health or buildings, and used in such departments in 
connection with tenement houses as the tenement 
hou&e commissioner may require for carrying out 
the provisions of this chapter and the enforcement 
of the tenement house laws, regulations and ordi- 
nances, shall be transferred by such department of 
health and department of buildings to the tenement 
house department hereby created. 

Co-operation of other departments. 

Sec. 1344m. It shall be the duty of all city depai-t- 
ments, at all times, when requested so to do, to co- 
operate with the tenement house department, and 
to furnish such department with such information, 
reports and assistance as may be required. 

Details of men to assist tenement house depart- 
ment. 

Sec. 1344n. The police commissioner, upon the 
requisition of the tenement house commissioner, shall 
detail to the service of said tenement house depart- 
ment for the purpose of the enforcement of the acts 
relating to tenement houses suitable officers and men 
of experience of at least five years' service in the 
police force, provided that the number of officers and 
men so detailed shall not at any time exceed one hun- 
dred, and, provided further, that the tenement house 
department shall pay monthly to the police depart- 
ment a sum equal to the pay of all officers and men 
so detailed. These officers and men shall belong to 
the sanitary company of police, and shall rei)ort to 
the tenement house commissioner. In making such 
^tail the police commissioner shall give preference 
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to those oflScers and men who have belonged for not 
less than five years to the sanitary company of the 
police assigned to the department of health. All other 
officers and men so detailed shall, whenever the tene- 
ment house commissioner so requests, be selected 
from those who have passed a competitive civil ser- 
vice examination for their qualification for this ser- 
vice. The tenement house commissioner may report 
back to the police department for punishment any 
member of said company guilty of any breach of 
order or discipline, or of neglecting his duty, and 
thereupon the police commissioner shall detail 
another officer or man in his place, and the discipline 
of the members of the sanitary company shall be in 
the jurisdiction of the police department, but at any 
time the tenement house commissioner may object to 
any member of said sanitary company on the ground 
of inefficiency, and thereupon another oflScer or man 
shall be detailed in his place. 

Definitions. 

Sec. 13440. The term " department," when used in 
this chapter, shall mean the tenement house depart- 
ment. The term " commissioner," when used in this 
chapter, shall mean the tenement house commissioner. 
The term " tenement house," when used in this chap- 
ter, shall be deemed to refer to a tenement house 
which is subject to the provisions of the New York 
tenement house act, and defined therein. 

Saving clause. 

Sec. 1344p. Nothing In this chapter shall affect or 
in any way impair any act done or right accruing, 
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pued or acquired, or liability, penalty, forfeiture 
punishment incurred prior to the time this chapter 
es effect, but the same may be asserted, enforced, 
secuted or inflicted, as fully and to the same extent 
if the tenement house department had not been 
ited, and the powers and duties of the department 
lealth, the department of buildings, and the police 
artment, in respect to tenement houses and the 
s, rules and ordinances relating thereto had not 
n transferred to such tenement house department, 
provided in this chapter. All actions and proceed- 
3, civil or criminal, commenced under or by virtue 
statutes creating and conferring powers and im- 
ing duties on such department of health, depart- 
at of buildings, and police department, in respect 
lenement houses and for the enforcement of laws, 
5S and ordinances relative thereto, and pending 
nediately prior to the talking effect of this chapter, 

Y be prosecuted and defended to final effect by the 
ement house department in the same manner as 

Y might by such department of health, department 
buildings or police department, if this chapter had 

been passed. All such actions and proceedings 
11 be prosecuted and defended in the name of the 
sment house department. 
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PROVISIONS OF THE GREATER NEW YORK 
CHARTER RELATIVE TO THE DEPART- 
MENT OF HEALTH WHICH ALSO SPE- 
CIFICALLY APPLY TO THE TENEMENT 
HOUSE DEPARTMENT (Sec. 1344-h). 

Repairs of building. 

Sec. 1171. The powers of the board of health shall 
be construed to include the ordering and enforcing in 
the same manner as other orders are provided to be 
enforced, the repairs of buildings, houses and other 
structures; the regulation and control of all public 
markets (so far as relates to the cleanliness, ventila- 
tion and drainage thereof, and to the prevention of 
the sale, or offering for sale, of improper articles 
therein); the removal of any obstruction, matter or 
thing in or upon the public streets, sidewalks or 
places which shall be in its opinion liable to lead to 
results dangerous to life or health; the prevention of 
accidents by which life or health may be endangered; 
and generally the abating of all nuisances. It is here- 
by expressly declared that the said board of health 
shall have and possess full and complete jwwer with 
reference to the ventilation, drainage and cleanliness 
of the stands or stalls in or around all markets, and 
said board shall have in said city all common law 
rights to abate any nuisance without suit, which can 
or does in this state belong to any person whatever. 
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Proceedings relative to dangerous buildings, ves- 
sels, places and things. 

Sec. 1176. Whenever any building, erection, excava- 
tion, premises, business pursuit, matter or thing, or 
the sewerage, drainage or ventilation thereof, in said 
city, shall, in the opinion of said board, whether as a 
whole or in any particular, be in a condition or in 
effect dangerous to life or health, said board may take 
and file among its records what it shall regard as 
sufficient proof to authorize its declaration that the 
same, to the extent it may specify, is a public nui- 
sance, or dangerous to life or health; and said board 
may thereupon enter in its records the same as a 
nuisance and order the same to be removed, abated, 
suspended, altered, or otherwise improved or purified, 
as said order shall specify; and if any party served 
with such order (or intended to be according to this 
chapter) shall, before its execution is commenced, or 
within three days after such service or attempted 
service, apply to said board, or the president thereof, 
to have said order or its execution stayed or modified, 
it shall then be the duty of said board to temporarily 
suspend or modify said order or the execution thereof, 
save in cases of imminent danger from impending 
pestilence, when said board may exercise extraordi- 
nary powers, as herein elsewhere specified, and to 
give such party or parties together, as the case in the 
opinion of the board may require, a reasonable and 
fair opportunity to be heard before said board and 
to present facts and proofs, according to the rules 
or directions of said board, against said declaration 
and the execution of said order, or in favor of its 
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modification, according to the regulations of the 
board; and the board shall enter in its minutes such 
facts and proofs as it may receive and its proceedings 
on such hearing, and any other proof it may take; 
and thereafter may rescind, modify or reaflBirm its 
said declaration and order, and require execution of 
said original, or of a new or modified order to be 
made in such form and effect as it may finally deter- 
mine. Said board may order or cause any excava- 
tion, erection, vehicle, vessel, water craft, room, build- 
ing, place, sewer, pipe, passage, premises, ground, 
matter or thing in said city or adjacent waters, re- 
garded by said board as in a condition dangerous or 
detrimental to life or health, to be purified, cleansed, 
disinfected, altered or improved; and may also order 
any siiibstance, matter or thing being or left in any 
street, alley, water, excavation, building, erection, 
place or grounds (whether such place where the same 
may be is public or private) and which said board 
may regard as dangerous or detrimental to life or 
health, to be speedily removed to some proper place; 
and may designate or provide a place to which the 
same shall be removed, when no such adequate or 
proper place, in the judgment of said board, is already 
provided. If said order is not complied with, or as far 
complied with as said board of health may regard as 
reasonable, within five days after such service or at- 
t^jmpted service, or within any shorter time, which, in 
case of pestilence, the board of health may have desig- 
nated, or is not thereafter speedily and fully executed, 
then any such order may be executed as herein else- 
where provided in regard to any of the orders of said 
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board. And if personal service of any aforesaid order 
can not be made under tliis section by reason of ab- 
sence from said district, or inability to find one or more 
of the owners, occupants, lessees or tenants of the sub- 
ject matter to which said order relates, or one or more 
of the persons whose duty it was to have done what 
is therein required to be done, as the case may render 
just and proper in the opinion of said board; to be 
shown by the official certificates of the officer having 
such order to serve, then service may be made 
through the mail, or by a copy left at the residence 
or place of business of the person sought to be served, 
with a person of suitable age and discretion, and the 
expenses attending the execution of any and all such 
orders resipectively shall be a several and joint per- 
sonal charge against each of the owners or part 
owners, and each of the lessees and occupants of the 
building, business, place, property, matter or thing 
to which said order relates, and in respect of which 
said expenses were incurred; and also against every 
person or body who was by law or contract bound 
to do that in relation to such business, place, street, 
property, matter or thing, which said order requires, 
and said expenses shall also be a lien on all rent, 
compensation due or to grow due, for the use of any 
place, room, building, premises, matter or thing to 
which said order relates, and in respect of which said 
expenses were incurred; and also, a lien on all com- 
pensation due or to grow due for the cleaning of any 
street, place, ground or thing, or for the cleansing 
or removal of any matter, thing or place the failure 
to do which by the party bound so to do, or the doing 
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of the same in whole or in part by order of said board, 
was the cause or occasion of any such order or ex- 
pense. Said board of health, its assignee or the i>arty 
who has, under Its order or that of the police board, 
acting thereunder, incurred said expense, or has ren- 
dered service for which payment is due, and as the 
rules of said board of health may provide, may insti- 
tute and maintain a suit against any one herein 
declared liable for expenses as aforesaid, or against 
any person, firm or corporation owing, or who may 
owe, such rent or compensation, and may recover the 
expenses so incurred under any order aforesaid. 

Police department assistance. 

Sec. 1202. It shall be the duty of the police depart- 
ment and of its officers and men, as said department 
shall direct, to promptly advise the department of 
health of all threatening dangers to human life or 
health, and of all matters thought to demand its at- 
tention, and to regularly report to said board of health 
all violations of its rules, and of sanitary ordinances, 
and of the health laws, and all useful sanitary in- 
formation. And said last-named departments shall, 
as far as practicable and appropriate, co-operate for 
the promotion of the public health and the safety of 
human life in the city. And it shall be the duty of 
the police department and the police commissioner, 
by and through its proper officers, agents and men, 
to faithfully, and, at the proper time, enforce and 
execute the sanitary rules and regulations and the 
orders of said board of health, made pursuant to 
the powers of said board of health, upon the same 
being received in writing and duly authenticated, as 



85 

said board of health may direct. And the said police 
commissioner is authorized to employ appropriate 
persons and means, and to make the necessary and 
appropriate expenditures, for the execution and en- 
forcement of said rules, orders and regulations; and 
such expenditures, so far as the same may not be 
refunded or compensated by the means herein else- 
where provided, shall be paid as the other expenses 
of said board of health are paid. And in and about 
the execution of any order of the board of health or 
of the police commissioner, made pursuant thereto,, 
police officers and policemen shall have as ample 
power and authority as when obeying any order of 
or law applicable to the police commissioner, but for 
their conduct shall be responsible to the police com- 
missioner and not to the board of health. 

Violation of orders, punishment for. 

Sec. 1222. Every person who shall violate, or 
neglect, or refuse to comply with any provision con- 
tained in any of the last three sections, or in the 
orders made by the board of health, in pursuance 
thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months, or both; and all such 
fines when collected shall be paid to the comptroller. 
Any violation of the sanitary code shall be treated 
and punished as a misdemeanor, and the offender 
shall also be liable to pay a penalty of fifty dollars, 
to be recovered in a civil action in the name of the 
department of health of The City of New York. 
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Service of orders. 

Sec. 1224. Service of any order of said board of 
health shall be deemed sufficient, if made uj)on a 
principal person interested in or upon a principal 
officer charged with a duty in respect of the business, 
property, matter, or thing, or the nuisance or abuse 
to which said order relates; or upon a person, officer, 
or department, or one of the departments, w^ho may 
be most Interested in or affected by its execution. If 
said order relate to any building or the drainage, 
sewerage, cleaning, purification, or ventilation thereof, 
or of any lot or ground on or in which such building 
stands, used for, or intended to be rented as the resi- 
dence or lodging place of several persons, or as a 
tenement house or lodging house, service of such 
order on the agent of any person or persons for the 
renting of such building, lot, or ground, or for the 
collecting of the rent thereof, or of the parts thereof 
to which said order maj^ relate, shall be of the same 
effect and validity as due service made upon the prin- 
cipal of such agent, and upon the owners, lessees, 
tenants, occupants of such buildings, or parts thereof, 
or of the subject-matter to which such order relates. 

Definitions. 

Sec. 1220. The word nuisance, as used in this act, 
shall be held to embrace public nuisance, as known at 
common laAV, or in equity jurisprudence; and it is 
further enacted that whatever is dangerous to human 
life or detrimental to health; whatever building or 
erection, or part or cellar thereof, is overcrowded with 
occupants, or is not provided with adequate ingress 
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and egress to and from the same, or the apartments 
thereof, or is not sufficiently suppoitod, ventilated, 
sewered, drained, cleaned or lighted, in reference to 
their or its intended or actual use; and whatever ren- 
ders the air, or human food or drink, unwholesome, 
are also, severally in contemplation of this act, nuis- 
ances; and all such nuisances are hereby declared 
illegal; and each and all persons and corporations 
who created or contributed thereto, or who may sup- 
port, continue or maintain or retain them, or any of 
them, shall be jointly and severally liable for, or to- 
ward, the expense of the abatement and remedying 
of the same; but as between themselves, any such 
persons and corporations, may enforce contribution 
or collect expenses, according to any legal or equit- 
able relations existing between them; but nothing 
herein contained shall annul or defeat any common 
law liability or responsibility in respect of nuisances. 
Whenever the words " place, matter, or thing,*' or 
either two of said words, are used in this act, or in 
titles one, four and five of this chapter, they shall, 
unless the sense plainly requires a different construc- 
tion, be consti'ued to include whatever is embraced 
in the enumeration with which they are connected. 
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TITLE 4. 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND PUNISHMENT FOR 

DISOBEDIENCE OF ORDERS AND 

ORDINANCES. 

Order for examination before justice of supreme 
court. 

Sec. 1257. Any justice of the supreme court of the 
first or second department, or who is holding court 
or chambers therein, upon the written application of 
the commissioner of health, may issue his order by 
him subscribed, for the examination without unrea- 
sonable delay by or before such justice of any person 
or persons, and the production of books or papers, 
or the inspection and taking of copies of the whole 
or parts thereof, at a time and place within said city, 
and in said order to be named, provided it shall 
appear to the satisfaction of said justice or court that 
any matter or point affecting life or health is in- 
volved; and it shall be the duty of such justice to 
take or superintend such examination, which shall 
be under oath, and shall be signed by the party or 
parties examined, and be certified by said justice, and 
with any copies of books or papers, to be delivered 
to said health department for the use of said depart- 
ment. And such examination, and any proceeding 
connected therewith, or under said order, may wholly 
or in part be had, conducted or continued by or before 
any other of said justices, as well as that one who 
made said order; and in and about the same, every 
such justice shall have as full power and authority to 
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punish for contempt, and enforce obedience to the 
said or other order or directions respecting the matter 
aforesaid (or that of any other judge) as any such 
justice of the supreme court may now have, or shall 
possess, to enforce obedience or punish contempt in 
any case or matter whatever. Such application shall 
name or describe the person or persons whose exam- 
ination is sought, and so far as possible the books or 
papers desired to be inspected, and the matters or 
points affecting life or health as to which the commis- 
sioner of health requests the examination to take 
place, and the justice shall on the proceedings, decide 
what questions are pertinent and allowable in respect 
thereto, and shall require the same to be properly 
answered; but uo answer of any person so examined 
shall be used in any criminal proceeding. Service 
of any order of any such justice may be made, and 
the same proved in the same manner as the service of 
either an injunction or of a subpoena. And it shall 
be the duty of said justice to facilitate the early deter- 
mination of the aforesaid proceedings. 

Appearance and examination of witnesses. 

Sec. 1258. Upon the application of any party in in- 
terest in any matter pending examination before said 
department of health, by affidavit, stating the grounds 
of such application, to any judge of a court of record, 
and asking that any person or persons therein named 
shall appear before said department of health, or any 
person taking or about to take such examination, at 
some time or times and place to be stated in the said 
affidavit, It shall be the duty of such judge, if he shall 
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discover reasonable cause so to do, to issue his order 
requiring such person or persons named to appear 
and submit to such examination as, and to the extent, 
such order may state, at the time and place to be in 
said order named; and such order, signed by such 
judge, may be served, and shall in all respects be 
obeyed as a subpoena duly issued; and a refusal to 
submit to the proper examination may be punished 
by such judge or by any judge of such court as a 
contempt of court, upon the facts as to such refusal 
being brought before any such judge by affidavit. 

The health department as party plaintiff and de- 
fendant. 

Sec. 1259. In all actions and proceedings heretofore 
commenced and now pending, against either of the 
cities of New York, Brooklyn or Long Island City or 
the town authorities and public otticers in Kings, 
Richmond counties and the part of Queens county, 
now to form a part of The City of New York, or 
against the department of health, board of health or 
sanitary officers in any part of said territory, in which 
any action, order, regulation, ordinance or proceeding 
of any of the health departments, boards of health 
or sanitary officers thereof, is called in question or 
made the subject of the action or proceeding, the 
department of health of The City of New York shall 
have the right to appear, answer and take part; and 
in all such actions and proceedings hereafter com- 
menced the said health department shall be a neces- 
sary party, and have the right to appear and to take 
part therein. The said department may institute and 
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maintain all suits and proceedings which are reason- 
able, necessary and proper, to carry out the provisions 
of the laws under which the said department acts, 
and may sue and be sued by the proper name of the 
department of health of The City of New York. 

Injunctions, when not to be granted against depart- 
ment. 

Sec. 1260. No preliminary injunction shall be 
granted against the department of health, or its 
officers, except by the supreme court, at a special 
term thereof after service of at least five days' notice 
of a motion for such injunction, together with copies 
of the papers on which the motion for such injunction 
is to be made. Whenever said department shall seek 
any provisional remedy, or shall prosecute any appeal, 
it shall not be necessary before obtaining or prose- 
cuting the same to give any undertaking. 

Proceedings presumed legal. 

Sec. 1261. In all judicial proceedings the actions, 
proceedings, authority, and orders of said department 
shall at all times be regarded as in their nature judi- 
cial, and be treated as prima facie just and legal. In 
any suit, the right of said department or the police 
department to make any order, or cause the execution 
thereof, shall be presumed. 

Violation of department orders, actions for. 

Sec. 1262. Whoever shall violate anj^ provisions of 
this chapter, or any order of said department made 
under the authority of the same, or by any law or 
ordinance therein referred to, or shall obstruct or in- 
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terfere with any person in the execution of any order 
of said department, or any order of the police depart- 
ment in pursuance of execution of the orders of the 
depaitment of health, or wilfully omit to obey any 
such order, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be 
liable to be indicted and punished for such offense; 
and in cases where it was made a misdemeanor to do 
or omit any act or thing, when any power or authority 
hereby conferred upon the board of health or depart- 
ment of health, was exercised by any other board of 
health, or officers, the omission or doing of such, or a 
corresponding act or thing, which this chapter re- 
quires, or contemplates to be done or forbids, shall in 
like manner be a misdemeanor, and the offender shall 
be liable to indictment and punishment for the same. 
A wilful omission or refusal of any individual, cor- 
poration, or body to conform to any regulation of said 
department duly made for the protection of life or the 
care, promotion or preservation of health, or the car- 
rying out of the purposes of this chapter, pursuant to 
its power or authority, shall be a misdemeanor, and 
the person or officers guilty thereof shall be liable to 
indictment and punishment as for a misdemeanor. 
All prosecutions and proceedings against any person 
for misdemeanor under this chapter may be had or 
tried before any judge or tribunal having jurisdiction 
of any misdemeanor within said city. Any person, 
corporation, or body which may have wilfully done or 
omitted any act or thing which is, in this chapter, or 
by any law or ordinance, or the sanitary code referred 
to, declared to be, or to subject the party guilty 
thereof to punishment for a misdemeanor, shall in 
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addition thereto be subject to a penalty of two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, to be sued for and recovered 
by said department in any civil tribunal in said city. 
Where in any case the minimum penalty for a refusal 
to obey, or for a violation of any order, regulation 
or ordinance of said department of health, or any law, 
is not fixed, the amount recovered in such case shall 
not be less than twenty dollars, and the judge or 
justice who presided at a trial where such penalty Is 
claimed shall, on said trial, in writing, fix the amount, 
not contrary to said provisions, of said penalty to be 
recovered, and shall direct such amount so fixed to be 
and it shall be included in the judgment. Any such 
suits may be against one or more, or all of those who 
participate in the act, refusals or omissions com- 
plained of, and the recovery may be against one or 
more of those joined in the action as the justice of 
the court shall direct. The provisions of this section 
as to the jurisdiction of tribunals, parties and costs 
shall apply to all suits by said department or by the 
police department under this chapter. All processes 
and papers usual or necessary in the commencement 
and prosecution of actions, or for the collection of 
money in suits or proceedings under this chapter, on 
execution, may be served by any policeman, and in 
and about such matters the policeman so engaged 
shall have all the powers of marshals, and no fee 
shall be charged by any court, magistrate, or clerk for 
the issue of any paper or process, or for the perform- 
ance of any duty in suits under this chapter. Any 
civil action brought under or by authority of this 
chapter may be brought in any court in said city, hav- 
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Ing jurisdiction in any civil action to an amount as 
large as is demanded in such action; and if judgment 
be rendered for the plalntilf in any amount, costs of 
the court in which action is brought shall also be re- 
covered, without reference to the amount of the re- 
covery, provided payment was demanded before suit 
brought, and the defendant or defendants in the 
action against whom the recovery is had did not, as 
the code of civil procedure authorizes, offer to pay an 
amount equal to the recovery against him or them, 
except that in cases where the recovery shall be less 
than fifty dollars, the amount of costs shall be ten dol- 
lars; and in case no recovery is had, the plalntiflfs 
shall not pay costs unless the judge or justice, at the 
conclusion of the trial, shall certify in writing that 
there was not reasonable cause for bringing the 
action, and in such case the costs shall not exceed 
ten dollars, unless the amount claimed exceeded fifty 
dollars. No action shall abate, or right of action 
already accrued be abolished, by reason of the ex- 
piration, rei)eal or amendment of an ordinance, code 
or sanitary ordinances, or regulation of said depart- 
ment; nor shall any court lose jurisdiction of any 
action by reason of a plea that title to real estate is 
involved, provided the defendant is sought by the 
pleadings to be charged in said action on any of the 
grounds mentioned in this chapter, other than by vir- 
tue of ownership of such real estate. In respect to 
all proofs and proceedings by said department, or its 
agents or oflicers, under this chapter, papers filed 
shall be deemed entered upon or in the minutes of 
the department. 
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Arrests for violation of rules. 

Sec. 1263. The board of health having first entered 
on the minutes of department of health, or filed in its 
records, what it may regard as adequate proof of a 
violation or resistance by any persons in said city, of 
any law, or ordinance, the authority relating to which 
Is given to said department, or of any order made by 
said board or said department, may order, by war- 
rant, under its seal and attested by the signature of 
its secretary, and indicating, as far as conveniently 
practicable, the time, place and nature of the offense 
committed, the arrest of any such person, and such 
order of arrest shall be of the same effect and shall 
be executed as a warrant from a justice or judge, duly 
issued; and the party arrested shall be taken before 
a magistrate, and thereupon and thereafter shall, by 
all officers, be treated as being, and have the rights 
and liability of a party under arrest by order of the 
proper officer or tribunal, for a misdemeanor, of the 
nature indicated in said order of arrest. 

Id.; by member of police force or officer of depart- 
ment of health. 

Sec. 1204. Any member of the police force, and 
every inspector or officer of sAid department of 
health, as the regulations of either of said depart- 
ments may respectively provide relative to its own 
subordinates, may arrest any person who shall, in 
view of such member or oflScer, violate, or do, or be 
engaged in doing or committing in said city, any act 
or thing forbidden by this chapter, or by any law or 
ordinance, the authority conferred by which is given 
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to said department of health, or who shall, in such 
presence, resist or be engaged in resisting the enforce- 
ment of any of the orders of said department or of 
the police department pursuant thereto. And any 
person so arrested shall be thereafter treated and dis- 
posed of as any other person duly arrested for a mis- 
demeanor. 

Id.; upon complaint of magistrate, trials, fines, etc. 

Sec. 1265. Upon the complaint of any citizen of the 
city, against any person for violation of any rule, 
sanitary regulation, ordinance, ar order, made to any 
magistrate having jurisdiction in criminal cases, such 
magistrate shall order the arrest of any person 
against whom such complaint is made, as in any other 
case of a criminal offense and by his warrant may re- 
quire any policeman or constable to make such arrest, 
and may, after such arrest, proceed summarily to try 
such person for such alleged offense; but no such trial 
shall be had on any arrest made in the city without 
sufficient notice thereof being first given to the depart- 
ment of health. And upon an application in behalf of 
said department made before the trial is commenced, 
the trial of such person, together with the papers, shall 
be remitted to the court of special sessions, upon 
which court jurisdiction to try such persons is hereby 
conferred; but the right of any person to elect to be 
tried before a jury, as it may now exist, is not 
affected by anything herein contained. If such person 
shall, upon such trial, be found guilty, he or she may 
be punished in the same manner as is provided for 
the punishment of persons found guilty of a misde- 
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meanor. Reports of all such trials, and of fines im- 
posed for violations of this chapter, or the sanitary 
code, shall be made monthly to said department, by 
the justices before whom trials are had. But nothing 
in this section contained shall be construed as in any 
manner limiting any powers, penalty and punishment 
in this chapter elsewhere conferred. 

False returns and deceptive reports, how punished. 

Sec. 1266. If any person shall knowingly make to 
said department of health or any officer thereof, any 
false return, statement or report relative to any birth, 
death or marriage, or other matter concerning which 
a report or return may ibe legally required of, or 
should be made by, such person; or if any member, 
inspector or officer, or any agent of said department 
of health shall knowingly make to said department 
of health any false or deceptive report or statement 
in connection with his duties, or shall accept or 
receive, or authorize or encourage, or knowingly allow 
any other person to accept or receive any bribe or 
other compensation as a condition of or an induce- 
ment for not faithfully discovering and fully report- 
ing, or otherwise acting, according to his duty in any 
respect, then any and every such person shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by 
imprisonment of not more than one year or by a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars, and, if an 
officer or employee of the department, by the forfeit- 
ure of his office, rank or position, and shall be liable 
to be for such crime indicted, tried and punished 
according to law, and shall in addition, forfeit all 
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compensation due or to grow due from said depart- 
ment. 

False personation as an ofiBcer of department, pen- 
alty. 

Sec. 1267. It shall be a misdemeanor, punishable 
by imprisonment in the penitentiary, for not less than 
one year nor exceeding two years, or by a fine of 
not less than two hundred and fifty dollars, for any 
person, not an officer of or under the authority of 
the department of health, to falsely represent himself 
as such, with a fraudulent design upon persons or 
property, or to have, use, wear or display, without 
authority, any shield, or other insignia or emblem 
such as is worn by such officer. 

Boarding and lodging house keepers and masters of 
vessels. 

Sec. 1268. Every keeper of a boarding or lodging 
house, and every master, owner, or consignee of a 
vessel who shall refuse or neglect to obey the orders 
and directions of the department of health, as pro- 
vided by this act, shall be considered guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined for 
each offense in a sum not exceeding two hundred 
aud fifty dollars, or be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding six months. 

Officers and magistrates to act promptly. 

Sec. 1269. It shall be the duty of all prosecuting 
officers of criminal courts, and city magistrates to 
act promptly upon all complaints, and in all suits 
or proceedings for any violation of this chapter, and 
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in all proceedings approved or promoted by said 
department, and to bring the same to a speedy hear- 
ing or termination and to render judgment and direct 
execution therein without delay. 



TITLE 5. 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES. 

Joint and several liability of owners, lessees and 
occupants of property and assignment of 
claims for expenses of execution of orders 
thereon. 

Sec. 1275. It is hereby declared to be the duty, of 
which there sihall be a joint and several liability of 
every owner and part owner and person interested, 
and of every lessee, tenant, and occupant of, or in, 
any place, water, ground, room, stall, apartment, 
building, erection, vessel, vehicle, matter and thing 
in said city, and of every person conducting or inter- 
ested in business therein or thereat, and of every 
person who has undertaken to clean any place, ground 
or street therein, and of every person, public officer, 
and board having charge of any ground, place, build- 
ing or erection therein, to keep, place, and preserve 
the same and every part, and the sewerage, drainage, 
and ventilation thereof in such condition, and to con- 
duct the same in such manner that it shall not be 
dangerous or prejudicial to life or health, subject to 
the ordinances of the sanitary code and the orders 
of the department of health. 



On what expenses to be a lien. 

Sec. 1276. Tbe expenses attending the execution ol 
any and all orders duly made by the department of 
health shall respectively be a several and Joint per- 
sonal charge against each of the owners or part 
owners and each of the lessees and occupants of the 
building, business, place, property, matter or thing 
to which said order relates, and in resi)ect of which 
said expenses were incurred; and also against every 
person or body who was by law or contract bound 
to do that in regard to such business, place, street, 
property, matter or thing which said order requires, 
and said expenses shall also be a lien on all rent and 
compensation due, or to grow due, for the use of 
any place, room, building, premises, matter, or thing 
to which said order relates, and in resx)ect of which 
said expenses were incurred, and also a lien on all 
compensation due, or to grow due, for the cleaning 
of any street, place, ground, or thing, or for the 
cleaning, or removal, of any matter, thing, or place, 
the failure to do which by the party bound so to do. 
or doing of the same in whole or part by order of said 
department, was the cause or occasion of any such 
order or expense. 

Suit for expenses. 

Sec. 1277. Said department of health, in case it has 
incurred any expense, or has rendered service for 
which payment is due, and as the rules of said deport- 
ment of health may provide, may institute and main- 
tain a suit against any one in this chapter declared 
liable for expenses, or against any person, firm, or 
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corporation, owing or who may owe such rent or com- 
pensation, and may recover the expenses so incurred 
under any order aforesaid. And only one or more of 
such parties liable or interested may be made parties 
to such action as the department may elect; but the 
parties made responsible as aforesaid for such ex- 
penses shall be liable to contribute or to make pay- 
ment as between themselves, in respect of such ex- 
penses, and of any sum recovered for such expenses 
or compensation, or by any party paid on account 
thereof, according to the legal or equitable obliga- 
tion existing between them. 

Expense of executing orders to be a lien. 

Sec. 1278. The said department shall have a lien for 
the expenses necessarily incurred in the execution of 
said order, and said expenses shall be a lien upon the 
land and buildings upon or in respect of which, or 
either of which, the work required by said order has 
been done, or expenses incurred, which lien shall have 
priority over all other liens and incumbrances, except 
taxes and assessments. But no such lien shall be 
valid for any purpose till the said department shall 
have caused to be filed in the oflico, or with the 
oflacer where notices of mechanics' liens are now or 
may be hereafter required to be filed, a notice con- 
taining the same particulars as required to be stated 
with reference to mechanics' liens, with the further 
statement that the expense has been incurred in pur- 
suance of an order of said department, and giving 
its date. Upon such filing the said ofllcer shall make 
the same entry on the book or index in which me- 
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chanics' liens are entered as he is required to enter 
in cases of mechanics* liens, together with a refer- 
ence to said order by date; and thereafter the same 
shall, except as herein elsewhere provided, have the 
same effect in all respects as a mechanics* lien; and 
all proceedings with reference to said lien, its enforce- 
ments and discharge, shall be had and carried on in 
the same manner as similar proceedings with refer- 
ence to mechanics' liens are now, or may be hereafter 
by law had or carried on. The filing of such state- 
ment shall as to all persons have the same effect as 
filing of notice of mechanics* liens; and unless within 
six months after actual notice of such filing, proceed- 
ings are taken by the party against whom or whose 
said property a lien is claimed, to discharge such 
lien, the filing shall, as to all persons having such 
actual notice, become conclusive evidence that the 
amount claimed in such statement, with interest, is 
due, and is a just lien upon said land and building. 
Such lien shall continue to be a lien for the space of 
four years from the time of filing such statement, un- 
less proceedings are in the meantime taken to enforce 
or discharge the same, which may be done at any 
time during its continuance. In case proceedings are 
so taken, it shall remain a lien until the final termina- 
tion of such proceedings; and if such proceeding 
shall result in a judgment for the amount claimed in 
such statement, or any portion thereof, such judg- 
ment shall, to such extent, be a lien in the same man- 
ner, and from the same time as said statement. 
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Statement of expense of executing orders. 

Sec. 1279. When the department of health shall, 
through its own officers, and men and means have exe- 
cuted, or so far. executed as said department may re- 
quire, any order, the expenses of such execution, giv- 
ing in general terms the Items of such expense and 
the date of execution, shall be stated in an affidavit, 
and the same shall be filed among the records of said 
department with the order so executed; and said de- 
partment shall take care by, or through some proper 
officer, or otherwise, that the expenses of such execu- 
tion be so stated with fairness and accuracy; and 
when it shall appear that such execution, or the ex- 
penses thereof, related to several lots or buildings 
belonging to different persons, said affidavit shall 
state what belongs to, or arose in respect to each lot 
of said several lots or buildings, as said department 
of health or its authorized officer may direct; and said 
department may revise the correctness of Such appor- 
tionment of expenses as truth and justice may re- 
quire. Whenever the expenses attending the execu- 
tion of any order of said department of health may 
be made the subject of a suit by said department, 
there may be joined in the same suit a claim or claims 
for any penalty or penalties for violation of any pro- 
visions of this chapter, or for the violation or omission 
to perform or obey said order, or any prior order of 
said department, or for the not doing of that, or any 
portion of that, for the doing of which said expenses 
arose or were incurred; and the proper joint or sev- 
eral judgment may be had against one or more of the 
defendants in the suit, as they or either of them may 
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be liable in respect of both said claims, or either 
or any of them. And said expenses of executing said 
order, and the expenses of executing any Judgment 
in any abatement suit in this chapter provided for, 
and the several judgments that may be recovered 
hereunder, or otherwise, for any such penalty or ex- 
penses, or for both such penalty or expenses together, 
until the same are paid or discharged, shall be a lien 
as other judgments, and also a lien and charge upon 
rent and compensation due or then maturing from 
any tenant or occupant of the building, lots, and 
premises, or the parts thereof to which any such order 
or judgment relates, or in respect of which any such 
expenses were incurred. And such expenses and 
judgments shall respectively be a lien on all compen- 
sation due or to grow due from the cleaning of any 
street, place, ground, or thing, or for the cleaning or 
removal of any matter, thing, or place, the failure to 
do which by the party bound so to do, or the doing 
of the same in whole or in part by order of said de- 
partment, was the cause or occasion of any such 
charge or expense. For the purpose of rendering such 
lien and charge more effectual to secure payment of 
any such expenses or judgment, from any rent or 
compensation aforesaid, proceedings may be taken as 
follows: 

1. The department of health may serve a copy of 
the order under or by reason of which such expenses 
were authorized or incurred with a copy of any afB- 
davit stating the expenses of the execution of such 
order, or if the claim be a judgment, may serve a 
transcript of such judgment and any affidavit showing 
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the expense of its execution if there be any, upon any 
person or corporation, owing, or who is about to owe 
any such compensation, or owing or about to owe 
any rent or compensation for the use or occupation 
of any grounds, premises or building, or any part 
thereof, to which said order or judgment relates, and 
In respect of which such expert es embraced in said 
judgment related or were 'ncurred, and may, at any 
time of such service, demand in writing that such 
rent, or any such compensation to the extent of said 
claims for said expenses, or for any such judgment 
or expense in executing the same shall, when such 
rent or compensation becomes due and payable, be 
paid to the department of health. 

2. After the service of the papers aforesaid and 
such demand, any tenant, lessee, occupant, or other 
person owing, or about to owe, any such rent or any 
such compensation shall, when such rent or any such 
compensation shall mature, or become payable, pay 
the same, and from time to time pay any other 
amount thereof, as the same may become due and 
payable, or so much thereof as is sufficient to satisfy 
any such judgment or claim for expenses, or both, 
so served, to said department of health, and a receipt 
shall be given therefor, stating on account of what 
order or judgment and expenses the same has been 
paid and received; and the amount so received shall 
be deposited where other funds of said department 
are kept, to the special account of such department. 

3. Any person or corporation refusing or omitting, 
as herein directed, to malte such payment to the 
department of health, after service of the papar and 
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demand aforesaid, as herein required, shall be person- 
ally liable to said department of health for the 
amount that should have been paid to said depart- 
ment according to the provisions hereof, and may by 
such health department be sued therefor; and such 
persons s<hall not in such suit, dispute or call in 
question the authority of said department of health 
to incur, or order such expense or the validity or 
correctness of such expenses or judgment in any 
particular, or the right of the said department to have 
the same paid from such rent or compensation. But 
the receipt of such department for any sum paid as 
aforesaid shall, in all suits and proceedings, and for 
every purpose, be as effectual in favor of any person 
holding the same, as actual payment of the amount 
thereof to the proper landlord, lessor, owner, or other 
I)ersou or persons who would, but for the provisions 
of this title, and of said demand, have been entitled 
to receive the sum so paid. And it is further ex- 
pressly declared that no tenant or occupant of any 
lot, building or premises, shall be dispossessed or dis- 
turbed, nor shall any lease or contract, or rights, be 
forfeited or impaired, nor any forfeiture or liability 
be incurred by reason of any omission to pay to any 
landlord, owner, lessor, contractor, party, or other 
person, the sum so paid to said department of healthy 
or any part thereof. 

Department to retain moneys till twelve days after 
notice. 

Sec. 1280. The said department of health shall 
retain money so paid until twelve days after it shall 
be made to appear to said department of health, or 
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some proper oflacer thereof, by satisfactory affidavit, 
that the party or parties, or his or their agent for 
the collection of any such rent or compensation, who, 
but for the provisions hereof would have been entitled 
to receive the same, has had written notice of such 
payment being made; and if at the end of said twelve 
days, the party or parties aforesaid, so notified, have 
not Instituted suit to recover said money, as herein- 
after provided, then it shall, by said department, be 
paid to the city chamberlain. 



TITLE 6. 

ABATEMENT BY SUIT. 
Nuisance defined. 

Sec. 1287. A wilful omission or refusal of any indi- 
vidual, corporation, or body, to forthwith abate any 
nuisance, as ordered by a resolution of the board of 
health, duly served upon them, pursuant to the provi- 
sions of this act, or to conform to any ordinance of 
the sanitary code or any sanitary regulation of said 
board, duly made for the protection of life, or the 
care, promotion, or preservation of health, pursuant 
to its power or authority, shall be a misdemeanor, 
and the person or officers guilty thereof shall be liable 
to indictment and punishment as for a misdemeanor. 
In addition thereto every person, body or corporation 
that shall violate or not conform to any ordinance of 
the sanitary code, or any rule, sanitary regulation 
or special or general order of said board, duly made, 
shall be liable to pay a penalty not exceeding fifty 
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dollars for each offense, which may be sued for and 
recovered by and in the name of said department of 
health, with costs, ibefore any justice or tribunal in 
said city of New York having jurisdiction of civil 
actions. 

Suits to abate nuisances. 

Sec. 1288. For the abatement or remedying any of 
the nuisances mentioned or declared in this chapter 
or by the board of health pursuant to the authority 
devolved upon and conferred upon it by this act, the 
board of health may institute and maintain in any 
court in said city having jurisdiction in suits where 
the amount claimed exceeds one thousand dollars, a 
suit or suits at law or in equity. And all costs col- 
lected in any such action or proceeding shall be paid 
over to the department and accounted for by it To 
all such suits the provisions of this chapter, relative 
to jurisdiction, costs, and parties, shall be applicable; 
and the courts shall allow the plaintiff, at any proper 
stage of the case, to amend, by joining other parties 
defendant; and no suit shall be dismissed or defeated 
by reason of there being other persons interested 
therein, or concerned in causing, creating, or main- 
taining the nuisance complained of in such suit. 

Id.; trial thereof. 

Sec. 1289. Such suit shall be tried by the court 
without a jury, unless, some defendant shall, in his 
answer, or by notice in writing to be served on plaint- 
iff's attorney within five days after service of said 
answer, demand a trial by jury- on some question of 
fact, to be in said answer, or notice distinctly stated. 
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and in respect of which a right of trial by jury exists, 
and if any such demand be so made and served, the 
case shall, as to all the defendants, be placed on the 
calendar of jury trial cases as a preferred case; and 
when moved for trial, if issues of fact for the jury 
have not before been settled, the presiding judge may 
state in writing the issues of fact to be submited to 
the jury, or the trial shall proceed upon the material 
issues of fact made by the pleadings without such 
written statement of issues; and the judge who pre- 
sided at the trial (or some judge of the same court, 
if said judge be unable to proceed therewith) shall, 
on receiving the verdict, or as soon thereafter, and at 
the same term, if possible, settle and cause to be 
entered the proper judgment in said suit. 

Id.; judgment; what to contain. 

Sec. 1200. If the judgment be that any nuisance 
may be abated or remedied, in whole or in part, said 
judgment shall contain sufficient directions for its 
proper execution, and tlie judge shall, from the plead- 
ings and the evidence given at the trial, find and state 
what proportion of the expense of such execution 
shall be paid or be borne by each or all of the de- 
fendants, jointly or severally; and if, in the opinion 
of the court, any part of or all of the expense of such 
execution should be borne by said department of 
health, or the execution of such judgment should be 
made by said department or under its direction, said 
judgment shall contain the appropriate directions in 
respect to such last-named payment or execution. 
Said judgment, if against any defendant, shall, on its 
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face, state that it will be a lien on the real property, 
and corporeal hereditaments of such defendant or de- 
fendants respectively, to which the said nuisance 
shall have related, till his or their proportion of such 
expenses of execution are satisfied, or the lien thereof 
shall be otherwise discharged according to law. 

Lien of judgment; how removed. 

Sec. 1291. Any person prejudicially affected by the 
lien of any such judgment may, on five days* notice 
to said department, make a motion before any judge 
of the court in which said judgment was rendered, 
for an order that the lien of such judgment be dis- 
charged as to all or any specific property set forth; 
and if it shall appear to such judge, on the hearing 
of such motion, that such five days' notice of such 
motion has been given to the board of health, and 
that such judgment has been executed, and the ex- 
penses paid which the lien sought to be discharged, 
was designed to secure; or, if a proper or suflicient 
undertaking or bond, with sureties, shall be given for 
the payment of such expenses; or if the board of 
health, or its counsel, shall, in writing, consent to the 
discharge of the last named lien, as to any or all prop- 
erty referred to, or as to one or more defendants, then 
said judge may order said lien discharged of record 
by the proper officer, to the extent and as to the per- 
son or persons that the order shall specify; and it 
shall be so discharged; and such order and the mov- 
ing papers shall be filed with the proper clerk, as the 
judge may direct. 
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Appeals and stays. 

Sec. 1292. No appeal by any party defendant shall 
stay the execution of any judgment aforesaid, except 
to the extent, in reference to the persons, and on the 
conditions the judge who tried the case, or some other 
Judge of the same court, shall, on the settling of the 
Judgment or on motion, on four days* notice to said 
department of health, specially order; and If no such 
order shall be made, the judgment shall be executed, 
notwithstanding any appeal, undertaking or security, 
and without any liability on the part of any person 
by reason of any damages or consequences growing 
out of the execution of said judgment, whether the 
same be reversed or not. All appeals by the defend- 
ants from any judgment in the said abatement suits 
shall be taken within thirty days after notice, in writ- 
ing, to the defendant or his attorney, of the entry of 
the judgment therein, and the judge who tries the 
case may, in his discretibn, order a stay as to the 
execution of the judgment, but only for the period of 
the said thirty days, and within said period of thirty 
days an undertaking or secm'ity on appeal must be 
filed, of the form and obligation required in ordinary 
appeals from judgments, but also to be conditioned 
for the payment of the appellant's adjudged share of 
the expenses of executing such judgment, or if not 
estimated in said judgment, as the judge, on applica- 
tion and three days' notice to said department, shall 
estimate the same, in conformity with the judgment, 
for the purpose of such security on appeal. But the 
execution of any Judgment against the defendants 
shall not be delayed beyond thirty days, if within that 



period the proper undertaking or security on appeal, 
approved by the judge, has not been' filed, and the 
appeal perfected, as herein provided. The judgment 
may state the estimated expense that will have to be 
paid by any party toward executing said judgment; 
but the board of health may appeal in any such case, 
or any case to which the health department is a party 
within thirty days after the entry of any judgment, 
and without giving any security; such appeal shall be 
elTectual and shall operate as a stay on the part of 
the judgment in respect to which said department 
appeals. 

Claims for penalty may be joined in abatement 
suits. 

Sec. 1293. In any such abatement suit said depart- 
ment may join a cause of action for any penalty or 
penalties that may have been incurred by either of 
the defendants, by reason of, or in connection with, 
the nuisance complained of, or by reason of any omis- 
sion or refusal of any defendant to obey or comply 
with any ordinance of the sanitary code or any order 
of the department of health touching such alleged 
nuisance, and have the proper provision in any judg- 
ment therefor against one or more of the defendants. 

Judgment of appellate division; what to contain. 

Sec. 1294. The judgment of the appellate division, 
if it shall, to any extent, direct any change in the 
judgment appealed from, but shall direct, or allow or 
fail to forbid the judgment in part to be executed, 
shall also contain the requisite specific provisions, so 
that the judgment, as modified, may be executed, and 
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the due proportion of the expenses of such execution 
may be assessed on the defendants, respectively, or 
on said department, as the appellate division may 
adjudge. There may be an appeal from the appellate 
division to the court of appeals, in such abatement 
suit, and therein the provisions hereof as to appeals 
from the judgment to the appellate division, and as 
to the security on appeal, shall in all particulars, in- 
cluding the length of time given in which to take an 
appeal, apply, except that no undertaking on its ap- 
peal is necessary on the part of the department of 
health, and no change in the code of civil procedure, 
or otherwise, hereafter to be made, though in subject 
matter applicable to said abatement suits, shall be 
construed to modify the aforesaid or other provisions 
of the health laws as to any suits thereunder, unless 
such act shall specifically declare such modification 
to be intended. 

Statement of expense of execution. 

Sec. 1295. Upon the execution, in whole or in part, 
of any such judgment, if said department shall, as it 
is hereby authorized to do, decide the public interest 
to demand only execution in part thereof, a statement 
of the expenses of such execution shall be made, and 
such expenses shall be therein apportioned not con- 
trary to any provisions of said judgment; and upon 
the same thing verified by the oath of some ofi^cer 
of said department, such statement, entitled In the 
case, may be filed or given to the proper clerk to be 
filed, with such judgment; and notice of such filing 
or delivery, and a copy of such statement shall be 
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given to the attorneys of the 'defendant in the suit, 
or to the defendants themselves, or to some one of 
the joint defendants; and unless within ten days 
after any such notice, such defendants shall give due 
notice, in writing, to said department, of a motion, 
and serve therewith copies of aflSidavits to correct 
such statement in particulars to be mentioned, and 
separately and clearly stated in such aflSidavit, such 
statement aforesaid shall be in all suits, and pro- 
ceedings, and tribunals, and at all times, deemed and 
taken to be final, conclusive and correct; and no 
formal defect in such statement shall in any wise 
vitiate the same. And on any hearing of such motion 
said department may read affidavits in support of 
such original statement; and the finding of any judge 
on the hearing of such motion, as the said statement 
of such expenses and other matters in such motion 
involved, or statement contained, shall be final and 
conclusive, and not subject to appeal; and such find- 
ing or statement as modified by such finding when 
filed, shall be of the same effect as such original 
statement would have been had no motion in regard 
thereto been made; and for the purpose of an execu- 
tion for such expense, and creating a lien under any 
judgment, such statements and finding or modified 
statement shall be regarded as a part of said judg- 
ment, and the lien thereof shall extend to any 
amounts stated in such final statement and finding. 
In so far as any judgment may be directed to be 
executed at the expense of said department of health, 
or by any party defendant at his own expense, and 
shall by such party defendant be so executed, the 
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expense of such execution shall not be stated or 
embraced in the aforesaid statement or finding of 
expenses; but if any part of the execution aforesaid, 
wihich any party should have borne or paid, shall, 
by reason of the delay, refusal or defective act or 
execution of such party, or any other cause, be paid, 
borne or incurred by said department of health, in 
and about the execution of such judgment, then the 
said latter expenses of said department may be em- 
braced in said statement and finding, and collected 
by execution as aforesaid. 

Execution thereupon. 

Sec. 1296. For the proportion and amounts as 
atuhorized by such judgment, and contained in such 
finding or in such statement or modified statement, 
when either of the same shall have become final, 
as aforesaid, said department shall have execution, 
on application ex parte, to a judge of the court in 
which the judgment was recovered, and such execu- 
tion shall, in due form, be allowed by any such judge; 
such execution to be against any one or more defend- 
ants or joint defendants for the recovery of any 
amount due from such defendant, or defendants, 
which the party claiming such execution is entitled 
to receive; and such execution, except as herein 
specially provided, shall be of the same effect and 
form as any execution duly issued pursuant to any 
judgment. But no execution shall be issued against 
any defendant for less than the whole sum due from 
such defendant, or for less than he shall be liable 
to pay in such suit; but any sum adjudged against 
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any defendant or defendants, in any such abatement 
suit for penalties, costs, or for other cause than the 
expense of the abatement or remedying of such 
niusance, may be collected by separate or other execu- 
tions, other than those authorized for collecting such 
exi)enses, to be issued in due course of law. 

Injunction may be granted in abatement suits; 
requisites. 

Sec. 1297. In any abatement suit aforesaid the court 
or a judge thereof, may issue and enforce an appro- 
priate preliminary injunction, whenever it shall be 
asked for, by the board of health, and there shall 
appear to such judge to be reasonable cause therefor; 
and such injunction may also be granted whenever 
it shall be made to appear to the court or a judge 
thereof, by affidavit, that such Injunction is needed, 
to prevent any illegal act, conduct, or business afore- 
said or its continuance, or to prevent any serious 
danger to human life or serious detriment to health, 
or great public inconvenience, touching any matter 
or thing to which this chapter or the health laws 
aforesaid relate. And in any such injunction order 
the court may require any building, erection or 
grounds to he put in a condition that will not be 
dangerous to the life or detrimental to the health 
of any occu)»ant, before the same shall be leased, or 
rented, or occupied, or before any rent or compensa- 
tion shall be collected for the rent or use of the whole 
or any portion of the same. In any such injunction 
order, and also In any judgment in any abatement 
suit, the judge or court may require the tenants, 
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lessees, and occupants, or either or any of them, of 
any such building, erection, or grounds, to pay rent 
thereof, or compensation therefor, due or to grow 
due to the health department, and said department 
to collect and receive and apply said rent to the 
payment of the expenses of putting any said building, 
erection, or ground in a condition that will not be 
dangerous to the life ofr detrimental to the health 
of any present or future tenant, lessee or occupant, 
or of any other person; all such collections and pay- 
ments to be made in such manner, to such extent, and 
on such conditions as the court shall by order or 
judgment provide; and every such payment to said 
department, and the receipt of its treasurer for such 
rent or compensation, shall be as effectual to protect 
any person who has made the same, and every such 
tenant, lessee and occupant, and all his and their 
rights under any lease or occupation, as if such pay- 
ment had been made to, and such receipt had been 
given by the lessor or owner, or any proper claimant 
of any such rent or compensation, who had, but for 
such order or judgment, the right and authority to 
receive the same. But no undertaking or security 
shall be required or necessary on the part of said 
department as a condition of granting such injunction, 
or the same being effectual; and in any final judg- 
ment in such suit there may be enjoined whatever, 
if about to happen or threatened, would be the proper 
subject matter of a preliminary injunction. And 
when the public interest seems to the court to require 
a speedy trial or hearing of any such suit or appeal 
therein, it shall be the duty of any judge of any court 
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aforesaid, or of the court to whom application toy 
said board may be properly made, to cause such suit 
or appeal to be advanced and brought to a speedy 
trial, and before it would otherwise be reached by 
trial or argument in due course on the calendar, as 
the judge or court may by special order direct. 

Expenses of department of health to be paid out of 
its funds. 

Sec. 1298. Whatever expenses said department of 
health may lawfully and properly incur in the execu- 
tion of any judgment aforesaid, or in executing or in 
connection with its own orders, made in good faith, 
or in and about the discharge in good faith of its sup- 
posed duties, or in satisfying any liability or judg- 
ment it may have in good faith incurred or suffered 
by reELSon of its acts done in good faith as aforesaid, 
or in satisfying any claim against its officers or subor- 
dinates, arising from their acts in the discharge, in 
good faith, of their supposed respective duties, shall, 
so far as established, be paid out of its funds or other 
moneys appropriated to such purpose or to its use. 

Infected and uninhabitable houses to be condemned 
by board of health. 

See. 1299. Whenever it shall be certified to the 
board of health of The City of New York by the san- 
itary superintendent or an assistant sanitary superin- 
tendent that any building or any part thereof in The 
City of New York is infected with contagious disease, 
or by reason of want of repair has become dangerous 
to life, or is unfit for human habitation because of 
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defects in drainage, plumbing, ventilation, or the con- 
struction of the same, or because of the existence of 
a nuisance on the premises, which is liliely to cause 
sickness among its occupants, the said board of health 
may issue an order requiring all persons therein to 
vacate such building or part thereof for the reasons 
to be stated therein as aforesaid. Said board shall 
cause said order to be afbxed conspicuously in the 
building or part thereof and to be personally served 
on the owner, lessee, agent, occupant, or any person 
having the charge or care thereof; if the owner, lessee 
or agent can not be found in The City of New York 
or do not reside therein, or evades or resists service, 
then said order may be served by depositing a copy 
thereof in the post office in The City of New York, 
properly inclosed and addressed to such owner, lessee 
or agent at his last known place of business and resi- 
dence and prepaying the postage thereon; such build- 
ing or part thereof shall within ten days after said 
order shall have been posted and mailed as aforesaid, 
or within such shorter time, not less than twenty-four 
hours, as in said order may be specified, be vacated, 
but said board of health, whenever it shall become 
satisfied that the danger from said building or part 
thereof has ceased to exist, or that said building has 
been repaired so as to be habitable, may revoke said 
order. 

Proceedings for condemnation prescribed. 

Sec. 1300. Whenever, in the opinion of the board of 
health of The City of New York, any building or part 
thereof in The City of New York, an order to vacate 
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which has been made by said board is, by reason of 
age, defects in draining, plumbing, infection with 
contagious disease, or ventilation, or because of the 
existence of a nuisance on the premises, which is 
lilcely to cause sickness among its occupants, or 
among the occupants of other property in The City of 
New York, or because it stops ventilation in other 
buildings, or otherwise makes or conduces to make 
other buildings adjacent to the same unfit for human 
habitation, or dangerous or injurious to health, or be- 
cause it prevents proper measures from being carried 
into effect for remedying any nuisance injurious to 
health, or because of other sanitary evils in respect 
of such other buildings, so unfit for human habitation 
that the evils in, or caused by said building, can not 
be remedied by repairs, or in any other way except 
by the destruction of said building, or of a portion of 
the same, said board of health may, if it deem such 
course just and proper, condemn the same and order 
it removed; provided, however, that the owner or 
owners of said building may demand a survey of 
said building in the manner provided for in the case 
of unsafe buildings, and may institute proceedings in 
the supreme court in The City of New York for the 
condemnation of said building. Said proceeding shall 
be instituted through a petition addressed to said 
court containing a brief statement of the reasons 
therefor, and shall not be required to contain further 
allegations of facts than those which have actuated 
the board of health in this proceeding, which shall 
then be carried on in the manner prescribed by chap- 
ter twenty-one of this act. The owner of said build- 
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ing or any person interested therein may in his 
answer dispute the necessity of the destruction of 
said building or part thereof, as the case may be. In 
such case, the court shall not appoint commissioners 
unless proof is made of the necessity of such destruc- 
tion. In such proceeding evidence shall be receivable 
by the commissioners to prove: 

1. That the rental of the building was enhanced by 
reason of the same being used for illegal pui'poses, or 
being so overcrowded as to be dangerous or injurious 
to the health of the inmates; or 

2. That the building is in a state of defective sani- 
tation, or is not in reasonably good repair; or 

3. That the building is unfit, and not reasonably 
capable of being made fit, for human habitation; and, 
if the commissioners are satisfied by such evidence, 
then the compensation — 

(a) Shall in the first case, so far as it is based on 
rental, be on the rental of the building, as distinct 
from the ground rent, which would have been.. obtain- 
able if the building was occupied for legal purposes, 
and only by the number of persons whom the build- 
ing was under all the circumstances of the case, fitted 
to accommodate without such overcrowding as is 
dangerous or injurious to the health of the inmates; 
and 

(b) Shall in the second case be the amount esti- 
mated as the value of the building if it had been put 
into a sanitary condition, or into reasonably good re- 
pair, after deducting the estimated expenses of put- 
ting it into such condition or repair; and 



(c) Shall in the third case be the value of the ma- 
terials of the building. 

For the payment of all awards and the expenses of 
all such proceedings, the comptroller shall issue and 
sell from time to time as may be necessary and in 
the manner hereinbefore provided, corporate stock of 
The City of New York. 
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